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Forinight, from the Time of taking away the same, or are wrote in 
or anywise soiled; they must be paid for according to the Value 
fixed 1n the Catalogue, by the Person or Persons to whom they. were 
lent ; or if the Book or Books belong to a Set the whole Set to be 
paid for. 
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Every Subscriber shall, ſorfeit his or her SubBscription on lending 
any Bobk or Books to Non-Subscribers and pay for the Books thus 


lent. 
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Number lest the Book sent for should be out. 
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CHAP. I, 


| e T is ſaid of the Philoſopher 
2 = Diogenes, when once upon a 
| X F time he was diſcourſing very 
& ſeriouſly uponvirtuesand vices, 
and did not perceive the leaſt motion to- 
| wards attention in the eyes or ears of any 

of his Auditory, that he immediately re- 
claimed them, ſome from fiddling, ſome 
Vol, II. B from 


1 


from telling news, ſome from napping, 
ſome from examining their nails, ſome 
from coughing, and the greater part from 
yawning, by ſinging for them a pretty 
ſong. It is alſo currently reported of the 
ſame Philoſopher, that, when the Orator 
Anaximenes was haranguing the people 
with exquiſite gravity, he held out to them 
a well pickled neat's tongue, whereby he 
drew the whole aſſembly about himſelf. 

[ have often conſidered what an elabo- 
rate ſerio-dogmatic Diſſertation upon Vir- 
cues and Vices would produce. Nothing; 
for tho' we all may be induced to gaze 
upon beautiful and deformed objects, in 
order to hate the one, and love the other; 
yet we are unwilling to perſiſt in taking a 
cloſe view of the beauty of virtue, or de- 
formity of vice. The reaſon of this re- 
luctance is, becauſe the beauties of virtue 
are generally painted with too ſerious an 
air: She is made to look tart and ſullen, 
ſcornful and auſtere; and thoſe who might 
have been her votaries, if uſed with le- 
nity, finding ſo coy a miſtreſs, and almoſt 

con- 


. 
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continually debarred acceſs to her perſon, 
fly off with diſcontent, and at a diſtance 
behold her with the ſame horror they ſhould 
vice, of whoſe deformity they are not 
ſenſible, by the pleaſing alternative of eaſy 
condeſcenſion to gratify their deſires. 

Let us ſing then and play the wag, and 
let every innocent artifice of the ſort help 
to ſtrew the way to virtue with the flowers 
of wit and humour. If vice in the ſhape 
of an overgrown monſter, or diminutive 
hero, ſhould form a blockade againſt us; 
let us ſally out upon the miſcreant, with 
a repeated diſcharge of jeſts and laughter. 
Do what he can, you ſhall find he will 
never be able to ſtand the ſhock with a 
good countenance. He retreats confound- 
ed with ſhame, his forces are diſperſed; 
he knows not where to rally them; how 
can he make head again? Had you expoſ- 
tulated with him in the terms of earneſt 
gravity, he would immediately bid defi- 
aace, and calling you tool ! have the laugh 
on his ſide, 


There's a flavour in a pickled tongue, 
B 2 if 


(4) 


if pickled by the hand of a Connoiſſeur, 4 


which reflects a deliciouſneſs upon the pa- 


late, better felt than deſcribed. All other 
taſtes may yield to it without murmuring; 
and had not Diogenes thought ſo; nay, 
was he not perſuaded that they would be- 
have with that complaiſance, he could not 
fo eaſily have inveigled away Anaximenes's | 
audience to run after him for a reliſh.— 
This much I thought proper to make in- | 


troductory to my ſecond Volume. 


— 


ne 


Y Grandmother, my Father, my 
Mother, my Uncle Dick, my. 
Aunt Dinah, Miſs Betſey, my father's eld- 


eſt daughter, the Doctors Blue, Black, 


and Red-Beard, Parſon Yorrick, Doctor 
Rantum, and S——— F—te, Eſq; mak- 


ing in all the exact number of the Nine 
Muſes and Three Graces, were now in a 
collected body in the parlour, very buſy 


al: 
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at interchanging compliments and faluta- 
tions, till my father, with a profound re- 
verence, begged the favour they would 
ſtep in to the dining-room. A trivial 
conteſt here aroſe about precedency, which 


my father indeed gave occaſion to: for 


being exceeding tender of the honour of 
his phyſicians, for whom his predilection 
was already but too viſible, he motioned 
their withdrawing the firſt in order, him- 
ſelf ſhewing the way. By all means 
(quoth Doctor Blue-beard, affecting a round 
tone of voice,) the preference ſhould be 
given to phyſick : it was the firſt ſcience 
that exiſted in the world.? Parſon Yorrick 
replied calmly, that he believed the firſt 
generations of mankind knew more about 
ſaying their prayers than taking phyſick, 
and as an argument that prayer, which is 
the ſame thing as practical divinity, pre- 
ceded the uſe of phyſick, he alledged the 
cuſtom ſubſiſting among Roman Catholics, 
to this day, of bleſſing and croſſing them- 
telves firſt, and afterwards bleſſing and 


croſſing the draughts, powders, pills, 
BY boluſes, 


(6) 
boluſes, they were to take. © A laudable 
cuſtom ! upon my reputation, (cried 
*Squire F—te:) I much approve of it, 
and could wiſh Doctor Rantum would in- 
troduce it at mother Cole's, where loads 
of phyſick are fwallowed down with 
prayers ſaid backwards, according to the 
croſs purpoſes of witches and wizards.*— | 
Doctor Rantum, whoſe complexion it is a 
hard matter to raiſe a bluſh in, appeared 
unſcandalized at this inſmuation of the 
Squire: Aye, (ſays he,) what paſſes in 
the family of that good and virtuous wo- 
man, Madam Cole, is entre nous; J have | 
made her and her whole houſe, veſſels of 
election, not by large doſes of phyſick for 
the earthly part, but for the heavenly. 
Their evacuations in fpecie have copiouſly 
flowed in upon me, as ſweetneſs from the 
honeycomb : why ſhould I then introduce 
Popiſh ſuperſtition into ſo pure a ſanctu- 
- ary ? I might as well introduce the unſea- 
ſonable viſits of a Juſtice, as you, Sir, 
(clapping the *Squire on the ſhoulder) 
threatned the poor creatures with ſome time 

ago, 


f 
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ago, when Mrs. Cole required a pot-com- 


panion of yours, to make reſtitution for 
leaving Polly Rogers in pawn at her houſe. 
I preached a thankſgiving ſermon on their 
deliverance, and had a new hymn ſung 
on the Juſtice's integrity for taking huſh- 
money.“ 

Doctor Rantum afterwards proved, that 
he himſelf, being a divine, and having a 
far greater number of patients, afflicted 
with the terrors of guilty conſciences, un- 
der the cure of the all- healing balſam of 
his word, than all the phyſicians in the 
kingdom could pretend to have in their 
way; it ought of conſequence to be al- 
lowed, that phyſick ſhould yield ro divi- 
nity, and that therefore he would take the 
lead himſelf. He was going to do fo, 
beſpeak ing my ſiſter Betſey for his guide, 
when Doctor Red-beard catching him by 
the ſleeve, ſwore luſtily by Galen's me- 
thod, he would not let him ftir an inch, 
whilſt the preference demanded a better 
regulation than his authority could give 
it. Words of jealouſy and diſcontent- au ] 

, By began 


(8) 


began to ſound pretty loud, and all the 
fruits of my father's cares and preparations 
were likely to be blighted in the bloſſom, 
had not my Uncle Dick, ever vigilant to 
compoſe diſſentions on reaſonable terms, 
propoſed the blind-folding of every one in 
the company, as the only expedient to 
make void all rank and diſtinction of per- 
ſons ; that he would tie a ſtring about the 
knob of the dining-room door and extend 
it into the parlour, which every one at 
random was to take hold of when blind- 
folded, and ſo grope along as the ſtring 
ſhould lead; that if they did not do ſo, 
he would adviſe them to walk all promiſ- 
cuouſly into the dining- room: for it did 
not ſignify who paſſed firſt or laſt, and if 
the punctilios of ſtate were to be obſerv- 
ed, he thought bringing up the rear was 
much more honourable than patrolling i in 
the front, which indeed 1s the caſe in all 
ſolemn ſhews and proceſſions. 

To contend in civility by an unaffec- 
tedly humble and willing diſpoſition, be- 
ing not ſo much as thought of, all at laſt 

con- 
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conſented to be blind-folded, purſuant to 

4 my Uncle Dick's ſcheme, as the moſt in- 
diſcriminate method of terminating the 

| diſpute in a ſocial manner. The Squire 
held out againſt it for a few minutes with 

Ja damn him, that they might be led into 
a horſe pond ; but my father having ſea- 

ſonably remonſtrated that this was ſtriking 

too boldly at his honour, by ſuſpecting a 

violation of the laws of hoſpitality, the 
Squire, as well as the reſt, ſuffered a ban- 

dage to be faſtened on his eyes by my 
Uncle Dick, who had taken care to pro- 
vide a ſufficient number of clean handker- 
chiefs for the ſix ſtrangers, my father and 
his family being contented with thoſe they 
kept in their pockets, 

Nothing further ſeemed wanting than 
to rendezvous them in a cluſter about the 
leading - ſtring, which my Uncle Dick 
having alſo done, he made himſelf as blind 
a buzzard as the reſt, 'and then gave the 
word of command to march. Pox take 
the hindmoſt, ſaid Doctor Rantum, 
buſtling away up ſtairs to have the honour 

of 


( 10 ) 


of being firſt in the dining-room.—But he 
was not firſt Doctor Black-beard and my 1 
Grandmother made better haſte than he, 
It happened the door was not cloſe ſhut, 
and by making no reſiſtance againſt the 
forward puſhes of Doctor Black-beard, ©: 
down drops my Grandmother, who was 
before him, on her back, and he a top of 
her. This ſtumbling block in Doctor 
Rantum's way, forced him alſo into a2 
ſprawling ſituation ; but chance made it a a 
delectable one to him. He had got him- 
{ſelf twining like ivy round the waiſt and a- 
bout the neck of my Aunt Dinah : he 
could not ſee, but he could feel, (his hands 
not being lack in that miniſtry,) that ſhe | 
was in buxom plight: even her arms 
femed to allow him a yielding reception. 
The ſpirit moved him to ſoft dalliance, | 
£ Love!” (he argued thus with himſelf in an 
inſtant of time; for in his ſtrongeſt pertur- 
bations he had the gift of poſſeſſing a per- 
fect liberty of ſpontaneity,) almighty love 
is blind, and ſo am I now: if I fin, it 
will be a ſin of ignorance ; nay, no fin : 
for 
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for it is only taking a leap in the dark, for 
the conſequences of which I cannot be ac- 
countable.— I know not what the ſpirit 
of darkneſs, (for I am ſure the ſpirit of 
light was not then in him) would have 
T prompted him to do, had not in the criti- 


cal minute, my Grandmother groaned 


forth many a Lord have mercy upon me !? 
with I ſhall be ſtifled by this great bear in 
a moment,“ which fet my Aunt Dinah a 


ſqueaking like a ſtuck pig. My Father 
in great conſternation, as well he might, 
tears the handkerchief from his own eyes, 
and runs in to relieve his mother and 
ſiſter. His readieſt way was to reſtore the 
Doctors to their fight; ſeeing their error, 
they would correct it, and he had charity 
enough for them to believe, it was not an 
error of their judgment, tho* my Aunt 
Dinah ſaid ſhe could not tell what to judge 
of Doctor Rantum's ſly tricks in fumbling 

her as he did. | 
By this time my uncle Dick with my 
ſiſter Betſey, came in. As to my mother, 
ſhe had ſtuck cloſe to my father's ſkirts, 
and 


(12) 


and unmaſked in a fright when he did, 
* Four of our good company are wanting, | 
(ſaid my father :) what's become of them? 
J hear nothing of them on the ſtairs. —Go, 3 
brother Dick, and ſee what they are a 
doing.“ My uncle Dic went, and re- 
| turned with the doctors Blue-beard and 
| Red-beard, who had fretted, and were 
| fretting over again their guts to fiddle- 
ſtrings. The parſon and ſquire ſoon fol- 
l lowed, and entered with a horſe-laugh. 
| This diſparity of ſour faces in the former, 
and merry ones in the latter, was owing, 
it ſeems, to an arch trick the parſon and | 
ſquire had by agreement played upon | 
| theſe two medical perſonages. — They } 
ll whiſpered each other, when going blind- | 
| 
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folded to the dining- room was concluded 
upon, to take off their garters and tie them 
together, and when the word of command 
ſhould be given, to pull away the hand- 
kerchiefs from their eyes, and lead ef- 
fectually the two hoodwinkt doctors into 
the horſe-pond at the ſide of the houſe. — 
The ſquire promiſed to be the manager. 
He 
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3 (13) 
e turned the doors from the left to 


* the right, laying their hands upon his own 
" 3 teading-ſtring, which he had lengthened 

k vith ſome ſmall cord the parſon gave him 
e. out of his pocket. Then mimicking my 
id uncle Dicł's voice, with the words, This 


way gentlemen, this way,“ he brought 
them fairly out of the houſe. But doctor 
2 Red-beard ſmelling, he ſaid, the freſh air, 
and treading on paved ſtones, which could 
not be the way to a dining-room, the par- 

ſon burſt out a laughing, and the doctors 
8. thereupon unlooſing their eye-bands, the 
execution failed when there were not above 


a ſix yards farther to the pond. 

1 Z This filly affair promiſed three diſmal 
4| conſequences, whilſt reſentment was ſtill 
® hot, and the ſmart of the affront ſtill felt. 
q | The doors firſt threatened to give them- 
E ſelves ſatisfaction by ſword or by piſtol ; 
: but it being argued by my Grandmother, 
chat it was contrary to the nature of their 
2 profeſſion to kill in that manner; they 
ſwore ſecondly, they would do themſelves 
juſtice by the law. Here they were diſ- 
7 | ſuaded 


_ clining an aſſociation with ſome licentious 


(14) 
ſuaded by my Mother from holding to 


what they had ſworn, who in a minute's 3 
reckoning up on her fingers laid before 
them a ſum total of their expences in carry- | 
ing on the ſuit, and one penny damages a a 
compaſſionate jury might perhaps grant 
them. If that be the caſe, away with 
law, ſaid Doctor Blue-beard ; but I fee no 
reaſon why the buſineſs of importance we 
have been here cited upon, ſhould be ludi- 
crouſly traduced in the perſons of thoſe | 
who are to tranſact it: rather let us be 
gone, and wipe off the diſgrace by de- 


r 


humours, that refuſe in ſpite of art to be 
brought under any juſt regimen.” —— 
This was the third conſequence, and a 
very alarming one to my father. What 
ſhould he do if his Phyſicians broke looſe ? b) 
He might go whiſtle for advice, as my 
Uncle Dick told him.“ Nay, he need 
not, as Doctor Rantum aſſured him with 
his Defrine and face of Aſſurance, for if he 
ſhould but confide in him, he would moſt 


aſſuredly lead him throvgh thick and thin Dc 
to 


(15) 


Ito the new birth he ſo much defired, and 
then advife with him better than any man 
re | living, about things above, and things be- 
. 7 low ; and things in the middle; and things 
a ſto the right, and things to the left; and 
things before, and things behind; and 
h things in the clouds, and things out of 
the clouds: all manner of things, in ſhort, 
ve being within his graſp, which he had in 
1;. his power to diſpenſe in handfuls ; and if 
any one was of ſo little faith as to queſtion 
be this his power, he would produce certifi- 
cates of it, ſigned by the Dutch Governor 
of New Holland; as how, St. Paul had 
be tranſmigrated into him, the ſaid Doctor 
Rantum, and that he, the ſaid Doctor 
Rantum, was now become all to all men.” 
Doctor Rantum had taken the wrong ſow 
by the ear. My Father was neither ſo 
credulous nor ſo ignorant as to pin an 
inch of faith to his ſleeve, and therefore 
none were ſurprized at his whiſpering im- 
mediately Parſon Yorrick, ſo as to be heard 
all over the dining-room, that he believed 
Doctor Rantum's certificate of being St. 

Paul, 


(16) 


Paul, was an arrant piece of forgery of 
his own, and that in his opinion he was 
merely Doctor Rantum and nothing elſe 
with bis whole bundle of things. — 
Rantum, either put out of his routine, or 
artfully diſſembling the check he had re. 3 
ceived, made no reply, However, as it 
was my Father's intereſt, that all his gulf 
ſhould be quite complaiſant to the Phyſi- 
cians; —— to diſpoſe them to it, to ſup- 
preſs all paſt and future animoſities, and 
make harmony and a good underſtanding | 
reign at his table, (warning being now} 
given that the dinner would be ready to 
be laid upon it in leſs than half an hour,) 
he found it neceſſary to make the ſpeech, 
which begins the next chapter, 


CHAP. III. | 


EN TLEMEN, I do not know] 
bl] that I ever ſaw the fact recorded 
Il in any of our hiſtories, but tradition has 
it b in- 
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informed us, how a perſon's poſteriors had 
been once ſo retentive of modeſty in the 
royal preſence, that the expulſive muſcles 
of a flatus, were counter and retro- acted 
by the compreſſive valves of the ſphinfer 
ani, and to ſuch a degree of repulſion, 
that the flatus being obliged to recoil, and 
yet finding no vent by eructation, (mo- 
deſty and decency abhorring the one as 
much as the other) raiſed a furious hurri- 
cane of inteſtine commotions, which blow- 
ing at firſt with bluſtring rage in all man- 
ner of directions, at laſt diſcharged the ra- 
vaging force on the head, and put a period 
to the inflated patient's life. This ora- 
torial period, which, by the bye, I think, 
I have ciceronianly acquitted myſelf of, 
may be reduced, for perſpicuity ſake, to a 
ſimple propoſition, viz. ©* That a man 
aſhamed to let a fart before the king, died 
by holding it.” ——Now, as the king, by 
a due exerciſe of his royal benevolence, was 
graciouſly pleaſed, to have written over 
his Audience-Chamber door, All F-rts 


are free hore ;? in order, no doubt, to oh- 
C viate 
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viate the inconveniencies and ſometime | 
grie vous diſaſters, occaſioned by the de- 
tention of winds in an unlawful captivity ; 
—— ſol, as king, lord, and maſter in 
my own houſe, do allow, by a ſimilar 
reaſon, unto every one here preſent, a full 
and intire liberty of ſpeech. Great incon- 
venieneies often ariſe from reſerved or ob- 
ſcure words. He that wraps them up 
within folds of obliquity, whilſt he gives 
no hold to his own, is generally ſtriving to 
catch at the words of others. I would 
not, however, have words fly out into 1 
ſtrains of licentiouſneſs. Tho? the king | 
was deeply concerned for the laſs of a 21 
well behaved ſubjęct, who did not dare to 
break wind before him, and was withal Þ 
good - natured enough to prevent ſuch ac- 

cidents for the future; yet it could not be Þ N 
preſumed that his royal grant was à char- Þ 


ter for impudent f-rt-ng, or that it autho- Þ 1 
rized every one to come f- rt ng into his 0 


preſence. He muſt repute it a high crime 
and miſdemeanour in any of his courtiets. . 
eſpecially in the ladies of honour, if the; 

PI“ 
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put upon it an interpretation of ſuch lati- 
tude ; becauſe, if petulant notions of that 
ſort were once reduced to flagrant practice, 
there would be either an abſolute neceſſity 
for a revocation of the licence, or the 
planting of a ventilator to keep the place 
ſweet and wholeſome, Hence may be 
ſeen the imprudence of univerſal conceſ- 
ſions z tho? if we conſider the propoſition, 
« All F-rts are free here,” by the preci- 
ſion of logic; it will be ſo far from being 
an univerſal affirmative, or importing an 


| unlimited privilege, that with truth, it can 


be reſolved into a particular affirmative, 


© as, © Sorhe f-rts are free hete;“ that is, 
2 t-rts of neceſſity, which it is much better 
to let than keep. With theſe words 


my father let a rourer: There, added 


he, gentlemen, is a ſpecimen of f-rt-ng by 
neceſſity. You may judge it to be ſo, 
without a further illuſtration of its mo- 
tives. — Bur the ſimile of free-f-rt-ng 
| will not clear up what I had to ſay, unleſs 


tell you in plain terms, that our ban- 
quet muſt be conſecrated to all the eſſen- 
C 2 tials 
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tials of mirth, good humour, and good 
countenances to one another. When ! 
ſay this, I fay all; and therefore it muſt 
be concluded, that I forbid and baniſh al! 
indecent wrangling ; all pretenſions to ſu- 
| perior merit; all reflections tending to de- 
| preciate another s character or profeſſion ; | 
all political roaſts and healths, which the 

throat may ſwallow down, but the heart 

| cannot digeſt ; all deſcanting upon favou- | | 
| rite maxims, which, when not generaly i ? 
| allowed of, may be deſtructive of the laws 


4 


| of ſociety : and here I give fair warning to | 

| Doctor Rantum, requeſting it alſo as a par- 

| ticular” favour, that he will not by his F 

| uſual methods ſtrive to methodize into his Þ | 

| principles of Antinomianiſm, any one of 3 

1 the company, more eſpecially my wite; Þ | 
for I would not have her upon any account 
refractory, much leſs wear the breeches, : 


through a ſpiritual perſuaſion of a right to 
govern me, when ſhe has ſpent my money n 
by pretended free gifts on the Doctor, to 
be diſtributed by him for adding to the N 


number of the elect in his ſpiritual king- 
I don: 
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dom. Rather let Doctor Rantum ſhew 
himſelf here with an unclouded brow, 


the ſelf- ſame unhypocritical, unmaſquera- 


ded, unſophiſticated arch wag, he exhi- 
bits himſelf in ſome ſcenes of private de 
votions amidſt his boon companions, when 


with ſparkling wine, and tobacco to whet 
the reliſh, his face ſhines in {miles on the 


unſpeakable ſucceſs of the pious frauds, he 


perſeveringly perpetrates in virtue of his 


own extraordinary miſſion. — I have only 
a few words more to ſubjoin, and theſe are 
in favour of my good friends the doctors 
of phyſick. Let my reaſons be thought 
ſubſtantial for conſidering them as my 
principal gueſts z yet let not therefore the 
other gentlemen preſume they are under 


the denomination of incidental gueſts. 
Every one in his way is to be a neceſſary 


conſtituent, equally with what we are to 
eat and drink, of the component parts of 


| our ſympoſion; I mean, by furniſhing a 


diſh of diſcourſe : for a Mr. Humdrum, 


who eats and drinks, and ſays nothing, 
has no buſineſs among us. Come then, 
C 3 let 
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let all hands meet in a ſhake of amity, 


and when the ſhaking is over, it will not 
be amiſs if we agree, by a majority of votes 


or otherwiſe, upon ſome ingenious device, 


which may occafjonally fill up a chaſm 4 
of converſation. I will have it infcribed 


over the dining-room door in legible let- 
ters, and all may paſs what comment on 


it they pleaſe.” 
My father's ſpeeching now over, it 


was outwardly received with a fort of ge- 


neral applauſe, like a new king's procla- 


mation; but how it took inwardly, I am 
not a judge of, Doctor Rantum, againſt 
whom a caveat had been lodged in it, was 
not quite ſo alert as the reſt in his demon- 
ſtrations of jatire ſatisfaction, nor ſo hearty 
in the friendly ſqueezing of hands. A fit 
of myſtic contemplation might perhaps 
have ſeized him that moment, and made 
him regardleſs of a ceremonial purely hu- 
man. However, as his eyes, the index of 
his mind, did not ſeem more eſtranged 
than they naturally. were, no alienation of 
affections was imputed to him; and he 

readily 
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7 c-adily concurred in writing down his de- 
vice on a flip of paper, being deſirous 
3 with the phyſicians that nothing ſhould 


keep back dinner : he was hungry, and 
io were they; the amuſement of devices 
was but a poor ſtay to empty ſtomachs. 

It was my uncle Dzc#'s projection, that 
each perſon was to write his or her de- 
vice, With his or her name and ſurname 
to it, on a ſlip of paper; and when all 
the ſlips were put into his cap, to draw 
them like a lottery z; the firſt and laſt 
drawn to be thoſe which ſhould have the 
honour of appearing, the one over the di- 
ning- room door, the other over the fire- 
place. This was no ſooner propoſed 
than done, Parſon Yorric#s device was, 
Ridiculum acri melius ac fortius; that of 
Doctor Blue-beard, "O B Brax N d 
rnxun MEFTLE ; that of Doctor Black beard, 
Valetudo potior auro ; that of Doctor Red. 
beard, Invitd Minervs nibil; that of the 
Squire, Totus mundus agit hiſtriunem; that 
of Doctor Rantum, La bont# des femmes; 


N that of my Grandmother, Frugality ; * 
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of my F ather, Mens ſana in corpore ſano; 
that of my Mother, Fidelity and obedience; 
that of my uncle Dick, Vivitur ingenio; 
that of my aunt Dinah, A good huſband 
and ſoon; and that of my ſiſter Betſey, 
WUodeſty. | 

My uncle Dick ſtood blindfolded , 
ſhaking the paper-ſlips in his cap, and 
my grandmother, who had recommended 
herſelf to execute the function of drawer, 
was alſo blindfolded. This precaution 
was judged expedient, that picking and 
chuſing might be prevented. My uncle 
Dick's device was the firſt drawn, and 
Doctor Rantum's the laſt. Nothing, as my 
uncle Dick ſaid, could happen more apro- 
pos: for all the gentlemen my father was 
pleaſed to invite to his table, had no 
other viſible means of livelihood but 
their wits. He ſpoke in the common 


way of conceiving things ; for wit being 


wholly intellectual is not a viſible means, 
though thouſands and thouſands live by 
it, without leaving ſo much ſenſible work 
behind, as a cobler does in a pair of 


mended 
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mended old ſhoes. —Vivitur IN GENIO 
was ſtuck over the door in large capitals; 
and la bonte des femmes was ſent in italics, 
to take an airing over the fire, Without 
any more ado, the other devices were 
pocketed by their owners, yet were al- 
lowed to have a good deal in them, not- 
withſtanding their fate of coming up 
blanks, | 

No other WER now intervened 
to retard ſummoning the firſt diſh on the 
table, than ſtationing the company in pro- 
per order. The table, phyſically ſpeak- 
ing, was a perfect ſquare, fo that whoe- 
ver wanted humility, could not regret be- 
ing ſituated at the lower end. The wo- 
men occupied one fide ; the Doctors Blue, 
Black and Red-beard fat facing them ; my 
father and the ſquire placed themſelves in 
the middle, on another ſide, between the 
Parſon and Doctor Rantum; the Squire 
deſired to be next the Parſon: and my 
uncle Dich, for elbow- room, had a whole 
ſide left to himſelf, becauſe he was the 


carver and demonſtrator of the feaſt, or 
in 


926) 


in more decent terms, the matter of the | 


revels. 


_— * — * 


CHAP. Iv. 


UOD FELIX, FAUSTUM, FORTUNAs» | 


TUMQUE sir, was the grace of the 
ancient Romans, which my uncle Dick 
pronounced with exquiſite gravity, and 
to which my father as gravely, and the 
reſt of the company after him, anſwered, 
PROFICIAT. —— I could wiſh too, ſaid 
my uncle Dick, waving; his wand about, 
that we were lolling at our eaſe, as the an- 
cient Romans were wont, on their beds. 
What a misfortune it is, that the uſe of 
triclinium has ceaſed ? If it was ſtill the 


faſhion, what a goodly figure we ſhould 


make, our heads appearing, magnificently 
erect, over ſoft bolſters ſupporting; our el- 
bows, or any other part of the body we 


might covet to keep at. eaſe, However, 


though modern, but leſs convenient cuſ- 


toms, have debarred us this pleaſure, no- 
ching 


x * culated for, and cooked in the Roman 


7 taſte. —— Come, good folks, we ſhall 
now fall to; and as the Romans began 


with eggs and ended with apples, fo ſhall 


Pt muſt be luſcious nouriſhing 


(27) | 
thing hinders our eatables from being cal- 


we.” 
A hand-bell, my Uncle Dict kept by 


him on the table, was rung, and in comes 


a fervant with a diſh of eggs. There 
was juſt an egg a-piece. My grandmother 
warranted them to be all new-laid that 
morning, having taken them with her own 
hands out of the hen-rooft, where none 
but the neſt-eggs were the night before. 
* And I warrant them to be all true game, 
ſaid my uncle Diet; for we have not a 
dunghill-fowl about the houſe.” It ap- 
pears too, faid the Parſon, that they are 
all cock- eggs: fee here, what a fine ob- 
long thing this egg of mine makes! 
food; ſaid 


Doctor Rantum: | wiſh I could come at 
Ja couple of ſuch every night to make up 
my ſupper: beſides clearing my pipe, 
they would be conducive to another goud 

purpoſe 
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purpoſe in a love- feaſt. Aye, ſaid the 
Squire, Doctor R---ks invigorating viper 
drops, are but a fool to them: take my 
word for it, Doctor Rantum, that you 
would become ſo mercurial by game-cock- 
egg-eating, that in ſhort every corner of | 
the realm would ſoon boaſt of a preacher | 
of the word by your propagation.” pl 
muſt confeſs, ſaid Doctor Black-beard, 
that the Materia, Medica ſtands highly in- 
debted to new-laid eggs for the propaga- 
tion of the human ſpecies: as to their 
abilities for propagating preachers of- the 
word, Hippocrates is quite ſilent in that re- 
ſpect.— “ Marry, I believe fo, ſaid my 
grandmother ; Hippocrates was no Chriſ- 
tian : if he was, he muſt have known 
that propagation of preachers of the word 
was to be by ſending them; How ſhall they 
preach unleſs they are ſent * ——*< Right, 
mother, ſaid my father, Doctor Rantum 
can no more propagate preachers ef the 
word by egg eating, than he can by the 
impoſition of hands: he can't by the im- 
poſition of hands; for he is no biſhop; 

there- 
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therefore, none of his preachers are ſent, 
and if they are not ſent, they have no 
more right to preach than my black mare 
has. They are ſent from Heaven, an- 
ſwered Doctor Rantum; their miſſion is not 
an ordinary miſſion from man, but a miſ- 
ſion extraordinary from divine authority. 
I deny it, replied my father; an 
extraordinary miſſion muſt prove its au- 
thenticiry by miracles, which no me ſt 
preacher has dared yet to pretend to.“ 
* Is it not a miracle, and a great one, 
which our eyes have ſeen, anſwered again 
Doctor Rantum, that the people called Me- 
—ſt preachers, have, and do ſtill draw 
after them ſuch a number of followers:— 
* Piſh! replied again my father, the ſe- 
duction of followers is no miracle, much 
leſs an argument of an extraordinary miſ- 
ſion. Hacket, Muggleton, and Nayler had their 
fo:lowers: who will ſay that they had a 
divine commiſſion for preaching and teach- 
ing? Vulgar minds are prone to gape af- 
ter novelties, howſoever monſtrous and 
ridiculous. Promiſe them Heaven by a 

Do dri ne 


630 
Dofrine of Aſſurance, the common bait and 
artifice of all forgers of new ſects and new | 
lights, and you will find them ready at | 
the nod of their leaders, to ſubvert all | 


laws, divine and human. 


not Chriſtians taught in the moſt rational 
manner by the word of God, to work out 
their falvation by fear and trembling ; to 
hope and not to deſpair * How then can 
they be guilty of the damnable ſin of pre- 
ſumption ? They are in, and of themſelves, 
poor, naked, and miſerable. If they are 
ſaved, it is in conſequence of the juſtice 
from obedience, imputed to them by the 
means of grace laid down in the goſpel j 
it is in conſequence of the mercies of God, 
If they forfeit their baptiſmal innocence 
by actual fin, a ſincere repentance with 
firm purpoſes of amendment, is their 
xew birth unto righteouſneſs and nothing 
elſe. Thus the whole ſyſtem of Methodo- 


Antinomianiſm muſt fall to the ground, 


and no argument in the opinion of an ho- 
neſt 


5 
z 


The Saracens | 
ravaged half the globe by the aſſurance | 
made them of a life of immortality. Are | 
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neſt and reaſonable man will be able to raiſe 
it from its abject and contemptible ſtate.” 
—— l beg leave, Mr. Menifichet, ſaid 


parſon Yorrick, directing his diſcourſe to 
my father, to make a little addition to 
what has been mentioned concerning the 


power and right, Me ſts, without a 


* lawful miſſion, have inveſted themſelves 


with for preaching and teaching. They 
flily give out that they find no fault with 
the eſtabliſhed church of Exglaud, no er- 
ror in doctrine, nothing amiſs in diſcipline. 
Why then have they ſeparated themſelves 
from that church ? By becoming thus Se- 
paratiſts, thoſe. even among them, who 
had their orders from the church of Eng- 
lard, ave ſuſpended ipſo facto from the ex- 
erciſe of all eccleſiaſtical functions; ſo the 
Canon Law intimates : thoſe, who are- 
mere laymen, illiterate mechanics, igno- 
rant of any good ſyſtem of Divinity, yet 
preach and teach, as if called to the ho- 
nour of prieſthood, like Aaron, are pu- 
niſhable by the Common Law of the 
und. The Scriptures alſo expreſsly pro- 

hibit 
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hibit ſuch from meddling with the mioicl 
try: they are thieves and robbers according i 


ro the goſpel; and God in the Old Teſ. 


tament has denounced his vengeance 


againſt them, in the perſons of Saul, Uz-| 


ziab, Korab with his accomplices ; and 
Hananiab was cut off by the hand of God, 
from the land of the living, becauſe he 
pretended to the authority of a divine eom- 


miſſion for his own inventions. Doctor 
Rantum here appeared in great confuſion, 
which my uncle Dick perceiving, © Come, 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, let an end be put to 
the diſpute : by bandying about ſo much 
phyſick and divinity on a ſingle egg, we 
ſhall inſenſibly loſe ourſelves in ſerious re- 
flections, and forget the main point of our 
dinner.— I am going to call up the next 
diſh.'—*< Stop a moment, ſaid the Squire, 
J have not got to the bottom of my egg 
yet.—It is fit the affair of the me ſt 
propagating egg ſhould be cleared up, 
which I ſhall do in one or two ſhort ſen- 
tences. The me {ts by propagating 


themſelves without a miſſion,” become 
e 
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like ſome hens that lay eggs without a 


communication with cocks. What are the 
eggs ſo layed ? What are they called with- 
out the thread of life in them? addled eggs, 
wind eggs ; lo are the brains of all me-—ſt 
preachers, addled and windy ; and. ſo 
it was a miſtake in ſaying before, that 
Doctor Rantum could propagate preachers | 
of the word by true game eggs : it is evi- 
dent he cannor, as not being able to give 
them a miſſion. Here mV uncle Dick 
aſked if any one elſe had a mind to ſpeak 
further about the eggs; if not, he wauld 
order upon the table ſomething that would 
furniſh more copious topics for diſcoutſe. 
He was anſwered by Doctor Red-beard, 
that the ſchool of Salernum adviſed drink - 
ing after eggs, and that if a perſon was 
to make an intire dinner of eggs, he ought . 
to take a hearty draught” of ſome good li- 
quor after every egg. Doctor Blue-beard 
affirmed the truth of the poſition, and 
Doctor Black-beard . the obſerva- 
tion to be exceeding juſt. By all means, 
ſaid my father, there's good ale, beer and 
Vol. II. D cyder 
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( 34) | 
cyder in abundance, and you ſhall have = 
good rum-punch after dinner. Nothing 
is eaten or drank in my houſe but Wa: 
may be ſaid to be a home produce, or of? 


our colonies.” I 
: . 

. F 

Capacious family-tankard, filled wit 
humming O#ober, and preferable tu 1 

any French wine, or other exotic beverage, , 
went round. The phyſicians ſmacked their + 
lips, and proteſted that it was pure ſtuff ; 
Doctor Rantum, as if he had met with not 
rebuff, joined them chearfully in opinion d 
<« You will reliſh the liquor as well as am tl 
Free-Maſon, ſaid my uncle Dick, ringing i v 
his bell a ſecond time, when you once taſte 1 
of my Porcus Trojanus, which I ſhall nov y 


order out of the oven.“ Porcus Trojanus ci 


{aid one; Porcus Trojenus ! ſaid 'another M ir 
yes; Porcus Trojanus ! you need not be ſur li 
prized, anſwered my uncle Dick; in Eng v. 


þ 5 a Troan Hog, the fineſt and moſt ſub? di 
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ſtantial diſh in the world; nay, I may ſay, 
of exquiſite charms to the palate by the 


variety it will pleaſe with upon trial. 


You will find ſome, and chiefly among 


the prime of our nobility, extremely fond 


of French cookery and French dainties, 
and if you believe them, every where but 
in France, they have remarked incongru- 
ities and barbariſms in the bon goiit.— 
« Lard! upon my honour, ſays my Lord 
Duke, juſt returned from Paris, there is 
not a ſpot in the world that ſuits high life 
better, Ale beau ſejour ! There, no- 
thing is ſerved up in the rude dreſs of na- 
ture; every diſh ſhews elegance-and eru- 
dition. Sweet French! ye are poſſeſſed of 
the greateſt capacity of any people in the 
world in the ſcience of delicious morſels. 
The ſmell is as raviſhing as the taſte, of 
your ſoops, ragotits. and fricaſſees; your 
curious pain molt, with a raiſed cruſt an 
inch deep, gently melts in the mouth 
like a lump of ſugar ;z in ſhort, all your 
various meats and ſauces are ſo ingeniouſly 
diſguiſed, that the grols taſte of an Engl 
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beef and pudding mangeur could not diſ- 4 


cern between fleſh and fiſh, fowl and a 
lord mayor's cuſtard.” 


Could any one forbear laughing to hear 4 
ſuch Frenchified Jean: potages ſpeak fo bril- 
liantly of French eating, eſpecially if they 


had a ſight of, or were invited to any of i 
their regalios in the haut gout, as I was.— 
The laſt time I took a trip to Paris. — 
I'll make my ſtory as ſhort as poſſible :— 
we have ſtill three minntes full to run, — 


(looking at his watch) — before the Por. 


cus Trojanus can be cleverly extricated out 
of the oven, and without moleſtation be 
laid on a tin-veſſel, in the form of a 
dripping-pan, with four handles, I had 


on purpoſe made to contain it and its} 


gravy, without letting a drop out.— Well 
then, the laſt time I took a trip to Paris, 
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J had a meſſage- card from Madam de 
Pompadour, inviting me to dine with her 
at a lodge in the Bois de Boulogne. There 
was alſo an item in the meſſage that the 


French king was to be there incog. but that 


if I reconnoitred his latent majeſty, I was 


o 
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to take no notice of it.— Now you ſhall 
b hear what we had for dinner; and if af- 
ter eating of my Porcus Trojanus, you can 
ſay that Madam Pompadour's fare was bet- 
ter, I will give you leave to crop me.“ 
Being at the place of rendezvous, and 
ſeated at table among the beau monde in a 
magnificent ſaloon ; two ſoops were firſt 
ſerved up : the one, of vipers, accurately 
ſeaſoned with a clove of garlick, and a 
dozen cantharides reduced to an impalpa- 
ble powder: the ſkins of the vipers being | 
criſped and fried in ambergriſe garniſhed | 
be the diſh. The other ſoop reſembled in 
colour the luſtre, I may indeed ſay, of a 
beautiful pearl: in the midſt of the diſh 
ſtood erect a large peacock ; his tail was 
ell decorated with his moſt ſhining plu- 
mage artfully ſtuck-anew into it; out of 
4 his bill hung a dozen ortolans, and his 
pinions reared up a dozen ſwallows, ſix 
on a ſide. This our firſt courſe being 
he taken away, on the middle of the table 
vas placed a badger's ham and colliflow- 


ers, ſwimming in oil of ſweet almonds cold 
D 3 drawn. 
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drawn. On one ſide, was a ſtew of ſnails, 
which were purged in aſs's milk, and ſtew- 
ed, as Madam Pompadour averred, in vir- 
gin honey, with plenty of the moſt fragrant 
ſpices. On the other ſide, was a fricaſee 
of frogs ; which had been firſt baked in a 
paſte of conſerve of roſes, and afterwards 
let to ſimmer over a ſlow fire in poma- 
tum, perfumed with ſpirits of violets. 
At the upper end of the table, were three 
roaſted hedge-hogs, with puddings of piſ- 
tacho-nuts in their bellies, and a luſcious 
fauce made of their brains : and, at the 
lower end was a plump polecat, nicely lard- 
ed with bacon, and well baſted with ci- 
vet. Theſe diſhes were ſucceeded by dif- 
ferent piles of jellies, conſerves, ſweet- 
meats, and the beſt fruits the ſeaſon af- 
forded. The ſweetmeats, according to 
the poſition they were firſt laid in, upon 
the table, repreſented—as the French 
king himſelf told me, who fat juſt at 
my elbow, and whom I knew by the 
ogles and ſmiles exchanged between him 
and Madam Pompadour; — Monſieur Deſ- 

cartes'. 
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cartes* ſyſtem of vorticles, and ſome of 
the ladies diſcuſſed very learnedly every 
intereſting point in his Three CO 


. = eſpecially ſubtil matter, and 

: | 

« CHAP. VI. 

' — A GREAT buſtle was heard 
- | at the dining-room door. My 
uncle Dick, who knew the cauſe of it, 
put a ſtop immediately to any other re- 
e maining unrelated implement of Madam 
Pompadour feaſt, crying out, Now for 
my Porcus Trojanus ! here, it comes ! it 
comes! make ready !” 

t- Accordingly four ſtout men, preceded 


f.- Þ7 by the cook, entered, bearing up, each by 
a handle, the huge tin-diſh with the hog 
lying on his back in it. A mat that mea- 
ſured the length and breadth of the diſh 
was laid on the table for its reception, 
he and this mat ſerved the double uſe of 
m keeping the diſh ſteady, and the cloth 
f. | clean and unhurt. 
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The ſpectacle was equally aſtoniſhing 
and new !—*<<*Tis a noble diſh, faith, 
(faid the Squire ;) but it may be a queſtion 
among the Jewiſh Rabbins, whether we 
ſhall be able to eat one morſel of the hog. 
— Look, pray to the belly, _—— How, 
the devil! have the puddings and bowels 
been extracted? Or, are they not there 
yet ? The belly is plump and full. Where 
has it been cut open? Where has it been 
ſewed up again? No inciſion, no ſuture 
viſible! Fine cookery ! to dreſs a hog and 
leave a bundle of guts in his paunch. Fine 
eating! transfuſed with the concocted 
flavour of the ſet and chance meals the ani- 
mal has made theſe ſeven days paſt. We 
ſhall have bye and bye ſuch. a damnable 
hogo, that we muſt wiſh: ourſelves forty | 
miles off,” 

The three Phyſicians and Doctor Ran- 
tum looked diſmal, on hearing, contrary to 
cuſtom, ſuch ſerious and earneſt animad- 
verſions from the Squire, Their own eyes, 
and well grounded ſuſpicions could alfo 


verify, that there was a monſtrous erratum 
com- 
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committed in the cooking of an unexen- 
terated hog. Perhaps they thought, a- 
mong other things, it was a hard caſe to 
come from afar in expectation of a good 
dinner, and have nothing they could eat 
but an egg. In ſhort, a profound ſilence 
in words, and of a minute's continuance, 
enſued after the Squire had ſpoke. The 
Doctors Blue and Black-beard hanging 
down their heads; the Doctors Red-beard 
and Rantum reading one another's faces; 
my grandmother grinning at the Squire 
my father and mother ſmiling at the Par- 
ſon; my aunt Dinah and ſiſter Betſey 
ſtuffing their mouths with their handker- 
chiefs to ſtifle a tittering laugh ; and my 
uncle Dick driving out laughter by whole 
cheek-fulls. What's this I ſee ? You 
have ſow'red, Squire, ſome faces here at 

table ;* (ſaid my uncle Dick, breaking this 

odd filence, and ſuddenly replacing his 
ountenance with as much gravity, as it 
had before been queeriſh with riſibility.) 

Yes, and you may have done great miſ- 


m chief to ſome ſtomachs. Your heart ima- 
gines, 
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gines, and well it may, that my Porcus 
Trojanus comes full and not empty ; per- 
haps, good Sir, and what then, if the 
thing be ſo : but, methinks, ſuch a choice 
ſpirit as you, ought not to be ignorant 
of the joyful cataſtrophe of the cook and 
hog in Petronius. Trimalchio there in con- 
cert with his cook, played a ſort of farce, | 
which I did not intend to bring upon the 
ſtage here. His gueſts expreſſed their | 
concern that the poor hog had been ſo ill | 
uſed, and the pleaſing hopes of their pa- | 
| lates, worſe; and one of them would not 
even forgive the cook if he forgot to gut 
a fiſh. But I will ſhew you, how agreea- 
bly they were undeceived.—Chear up once 
more, and gaze upon my hog with rap- | 
tures.” 

My uncle Dick, before he had done 
ſpeaking the laſt words of his remon- 
ſtrance, ſnatched up the carving knife, 
and making cautiouſly two cuts not deep- 
er than the ſkin, the one longitudinal, 
from the throat over the breaſt quite 
down the belly; the other tranſverſal, | 
from | 
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: from the back-bone beneath the ſhort ribs 
on one ſide, to the back-bone beneath the 
ſame ribs on the other ; then inclining the 
hog with the belly towards the raiſed rim 
t of the diſh, he flaſhed like lightning thro? 
d the cuts, yet with a ſteady and even 
- hand: this he did, to keep the gravy 
„ from caſcading by too ſcanty a fiſſure on 
ce I the table; then again cutting a ſemicir- 
ir cle clean out of the upper fide of the 
11 paunch, hog's-liver, and blood puddings, 
J quails, black-birds, thruſhes, larks, ſpar- 
Ot rows and oyſters came tumbling out. 
1t | What a pleaſing alternative was this to 
2- BY ſpirits almoſt fainting under the chilling 
ce fears of a ſpoiled dinner! To ſpirits, 
D- MY which at firſt thanked God for ſending ſuch 
excellent meat, but ſoon after were bent 
ne upon curſing the devil for ſending ſuch 
n- i damned cooks! Their tongues ran glib 
fe, in applauding my uncle Dick's ingenuity. 
P- MI No court ſycophant could more beflum- 
al, MY mery the donor of a place or penſion. 
ite The Squire, for his part, in terms of the 
al, humbleſt ſubmiſſion, aſked pardon for 
his 


P 


| grumble at the viciſſitude; trituration will! 


action of fermentation in his ſtomach 
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his wrong-headed ſurmize. In fine, every 
complexion looked uncommonly gay and 
florid, charming and charmed. The birds | 
were delicious, ſo was the pork ; and it 
was allowed nem. con. that a bit of the 
one, and a bit of the other, eaten together, | 
would brighten the ideas of the dulleſt | 
alderman in Norwegian Lapland. 

It ought. to be a maxim in ſympoſeacs, 
but whether it has been one, I am not 
verſed enough in hiſtory to determine ; 
that when a man is hungry, his meal 
to his liking, and himſelf at perfect li- 
berty to cut and come again, he ought to 
remain undiſturbed without the obtru- 
ſion. of any. impertinent queſtion on his te 
mandibles, and till ſuch time as his latrant MW 7 
craving has almoſt ſubſided : then indeed, r 
he may talk and eat, and talk and eat IM di 
again : neither his body nor mind will 


be better performed in his mouth, and the | 


will more eaſily maturate the firſt digeſ- 
tion.—My uncle Dick, wiſe and prudent 
3 upon 
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upon moſt occaſions, had undoubtedly 
ſomething like this maxim in view. If 
he ſpoke a word, it was only a' word of 


encouragement to eat heartily, and cut 
where every one liked beſt, My father 


ſeemed to aim at making a motion for 


ſtarting ſome queſtion z my uncle Dick 
knit his brows into negative ſigns; fo 
that nothing properly was aſked after but 
the ſaltſeller, -muſtard-pot, vinegar-bottle, 
loaf of bread, and tankard of ale, till one 
ſide of the hog was made a ſkeleton, and 
very few remnants appeared of the bel- 


ly-contents, 
„Come, gentlemen, here is ſomething 


to amuſe yourſelves with (ſaid my uncle 
Dick, turning up the untouched ſide) 
till we have our next and laſt Roman 
diſh, which will he but a taſte, or ſmall 
matter; therefore you may think the 


Porcus Trojanus ought to be chiefly attend- 
Jed to: ſpare it not; it was deſigned to 


be eaten, and as ſuch, none can be more 
welcome to it, ſo my brother ſays, fo I 


fay, and ſo I anſyer for the reſt of the 


good 


(49) 
good Montfichet family here preſent... | 
But, as the proof of the goodneſs of 2 
thing is in the uſe of it, and, as you have 
all proved the goodneſs of my Porcus Tro-Þ 
janus's, by eating of it with the ſarisfac-| 
tion of men of hale conſtitutions, and F 
not like puny, ſqueamiſh, piddling, fini-} 
cal ladies, it is now ſeaſonable to give you 
the proceſs of preparing and cooking the 
Porcus Trojanus, and to tell you alſo why| 
it was ſo called: for I mult believe you 
are ſtrangers to the exiſtence of ſuch a diſh} 
in ancient cookery ; ] except the parſon; 
he ſhewed no emotion of regret about the 
neglect of exenteration ; conſequently tu 
is probable, he knew how the affair wa v 
conducted.“ | Pt 
The ancient architects of the gratif- p: 
- cations of guloſity, have projected them 
cooking and ſerving up at table of a whole fic 
ox, camel, and various kinds of animals | 
Hence the Trojan hog came into requeli 
and it was ſo called from concealing in ut 
paunch a variety of other dainties, as th 
Trojan horſe formerly concealed a numbe 
I 0 
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of armed men. Macrobius tells us in the 
third book of his Saturnalia, that Cincius 
in the oration, whereby he enforced the 
„ obſervance of the Fannian law for mode- 
c. rating expence, objected to his cotempo- 
ad caries their luxurious humour of having 
ni. Trojan hogs at their tables. Brawn and 
ou the Trojan hog, were therefore prohibited 
the by the ſumptuary laws.—The hog was 
hy killed by a wound under the ſhoulder : 
you afterwards, being let to bleed copiouſly, 
dia all the inteſtines and inwards were taken 


on; out ; and when the hog was often and 
the thoroughly waſhed with wine, and hung 
ui up by the feet, and again waſhed with 
wail wine, he was well ſeaſoned with ſalt and 


pepper, and put into a large cauldron to 
parboil. Being taken out, he was cram- 
med full of blackbirds, thruſhes, becca- 
ficoes, oyſters, cockles, and a ſufficient 
quantity of good gravy, mixed and 
beaten up with the yolks of eggs, all 
in i thruſt and poured down the throat into 
the belly. Thus far prepared, a paſte 
was made of flour, wine and oil, which 


being 
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being wrapped about him, he was care. 
fully ; laid on a braſs table, brightly poli 
ed, and ſo put into a well heated oven to 
bake. When it was judged he was 
enough, by the time he lay in the oven, 
and the parched colour of the paſte, he. 
was taken out, and the paſte being clear 
peeled and ſcraped off, he was carried up 
to table in triumph, lying upon his back 
on a ſilver diſh, the inſide gilt with gold: 
the glaring ſhew of the diſh, accompanied 
with the pomp of players on muſical in- 
ſtruments, both they and the ſervants 
that carried the hog, being crowned wit. 
chaplets of flowers, was calculated, | 
ſuppoſe, to do honour to an animal, whic 
cooked in this manner, afforded ſuch no 
ble food. 
If you are willing, gentlemen, con 
- tinued my uncle Dicꝶ, to know more pat 
ticulars concerning this important matter 
I refer you to Athenzus's ninth book of 
Diphnoſophiſts, from which my memory 
has partly ſuggeſted to me what I herg 


told you. have not ſcrupulouſly imij 
Tates 
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tated the directions in the dreſſing of my 
Porcus Trojanus. Some things I thought 
better altered. I did not parboil him. I 
ſeaſoned him with a greater variety of 
ſpices. Wine I thought too expenſive to 
waſn him with; ſalt and warm water 
ſerved the purpoſe full as well. The gravy 
was not thickened with yolks of eggs for 
fear of curdling. No paſte was laid 
over; paper clean and white, well daub- 
ed with butter, was a ſufficient preſerva- 
tive againſt ſcorching. When one ſide 
was brown and criſp, the other received 
the ſame benefit by turning. The crackle, 
you know, was very nice. Do; put 
ſome of it in your pockets: if you have 
wives or little children at home, it will 
pleaſe them mightily. And now, as I 
have made you as wiſe as myſelf in the 
laying, gutting, waſhing, ſeaſoning, ſtufe 


fing, cooking, and eating of the Porcus 
s Trojanus, | have nothing more to ſay than 


Plaudite porcelli porcorum pigra propage !” 
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CHAP. VI. 


T is a rough compliment you pay | 
us, (ſaid Doctor Black-beard ;) how- | 
ever, the purveyor that feeds us in fo Þ 
plentiful and ſavoury a manner ought to | 


have no repriſals made on him.*— ] ſee 


no roughneſs in the compliment, (ſaid | 


Doctor Red- beard;) by Aſculapius, I 
am now as lazy as any fat unwieldy hog, 
not able to wag; ſo diſtended are my 
abdominal muſcles; but my heart is 
hght.'—* So will your whole corpus, in an 
hour or two, (ſaid Doctor Blue-beard :) 
Does not the ſchool of Saler num tell you 
that pork is of eaſy digeſtion ? Nay, it is 
ſo congenial to our carnoſe parts, that no 
other food mingles with them ſo ſoon to 
produce the fame configurations.'— * I 


always imagined, (faid the Squire,) that 


the alimentary Juices and particles of pork 


were athletic, and therefore preſcribed by] 
the ancient regulators of diet to invigo- 


rate the conſtitution, Painful exerciſes 
required 


e 
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required a proportionate manner of living, 
and pork was found by experience to an- 
ſwer the purpoſe.” — That argues no- 
thing, ſaid Doctor Rantum, againſt pork 
being of eaſy digeſtion, Groſs and heavy 
meats influence the body with dull phleg- 
matic humours ; conſequently, as ſtaying 
long on the ſtomach, they muſtrather be of 
detriment than ſervice to thoſe, whole joints 
were to exert a ſupple play of active force, 
whoſe muſcles were to be perfectly elaſtic. 
—Well! now I knowthe charms of pork- 
eating, I believe I ſhall in earneſt bid 
good bye to preaching and teaching, and 
entertain no other thought during the reſt 

of my days, than regaling myſelf with 

thoſe who bore the heat of the day with 

me, and ſome ſelect followers, on the Por- 

aus Trojanus, and the many pretty things, 

we ſhall take care to cram his belly with. 


Some of my t-b-rn-cl s I ſhall convert in- 
to hog-ſtics, others into ale-houſes and 
J taverns. All comers ſhall eat at free coſt; 
and if fo, they will not begrudge to pay 


E 2 10r 
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for their liquor. Ere now, I have been 
ſkilled, and no man better, in diſpenſing 
the cauponary art of the verbum Dei; 
and why ſhould not I, if I find my ac- F 
count in it, embrace with open arms a 
more pleaſant cauponation ? The one is |? 
beſet, tho* the lucre is immenſe, with 
thorns and thiſtles : I have been obliged | 
to keep up a ſtarched hypocritical deco- Þ 
rum, and reſerve my pleaſures for holes Þ 
and corners: but the other; — oh my Þ 
ſtars I already begin to have a foretaſte Þ 
of the bliſs ! — what an alteration will it 


make in me from that Hector, ghaſtly and 
disfigured with gimlet eye, tallowed face, 
flaxen wig, and fable robes, to the Hector 
that ferretted the Greeks out of their am- 
buſcades, as I will ſurely ferret them, 
pleaſe the pigs! out of the paunch of 
every Porcus Trojanus that comes before 
me? ——T have money enough to lay the 
foundation of, nay, to forward and com- 


' plete ſo palatable an undertaking, — 


TR ſhall I celebrate with jocund ſpirit Þ 


the 


men were putting to the ſword : you. 
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the * nocturnal orgia : then ſhall the vo- 
taries of * Cotytto's myſteries be thoroughly 
initiated in them by my own hands; and 
when, after all thefe works of ſuperabun- 
dant piety, I depart this life to quaff 
nectar on mount Olympus, I ſhall order by 


* * This alludes to the me ſts love-feaſts and 
watch-nights, of which the following particulars, a- 
mong others, may be ſeen in the London Magazine 
for Oober 1760, page 516. | 

If love-feaſts were juſtly aboliſhed in the primi- 
tive church, for what end and purpoſes are they now 
revived ? As I was never admitted into the profound 
myſteries, never fully inſtructed in the ſacred ſym- 
bols of methodiſm, I cannot deſcend to particulars, 
nor deſcribe things with any certainty. I cannot 
perſonally and poſitively aſſert the reality of dark 
rooms, naked figures, rattling chains, and typical 
fites, with the myſtical pangs of the new birth, 
though my intelligence came from a right truſty cen- 
tinel, a watchman of the night. But, as a ſpeci- 
men of what may be tranſacted under the veil of 
night, amidſt theſe frantick nocturnal fevels, your 
own - account is very deſcriptive. 
« 'There was a confuſed noiſe, as if a number of 


] 
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came down about two in the morning, on a watch- 
night, and heard a noiſe which repreſented the yel- 
lings of hell,” —Superabundant piety ! Moſt marvel- 
lous decorum! Is this to be and ta behave like a 
Chriſtian ? O rare Doctor Rantum / 
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my laſt teſtament an hecatomb of hogs to 
be immolated to my manes, my body to 
be burnt after the ancient Greek and Ro- 
man rite, and my aſhes depoſited in an 
urn, within a ſtately pyramidal monu- 
ment, emblazoned on the outſide by the 
hieroglyphic of the Porcus Trojanus and 
all his appurtenances, together with an in- 
{cription Lauin and Enghfh, much in the 
following taſte, to perpetuate my me- 
mory. | | 
Diis Man1Bus, | 
Celeberrimi Doctoris RaxnTuM, 
Epicuri de grege porci. 


Hie ipſiſſimus doctor præter expecta- 
tionem omnium, 

Nuntio remiſſo theologiæ, 
Deorsùm per gradus ſcalarum, 
Depulſæ, effuſæ, proſtratæ; 

Ad ſuavius ſe vitæ genus 

Contulit; 
Pius, fortis, fidelis. 
Ex caupona crevit 
Tereti alvo rotundulus: 


Anti- 


635 
Antinomianarum quondam partium 


Fautor haud ſegnis fuit : 
Vixit, dum vixit bene. 


Cave mingas in illius cineres, 
Qui placida compoſti pace hic quieſcunt. 
Vale, 


Sacred to the Manzs 
Of the celebrated Doctor RanTum, 
A hog of the herd of Epicurus. 


This very identical doctor, when leaſt ex- 
pected, 
Having taken his leave of divinity, 
| Which, without much ceremony, 
? He rudely kick'd down ſtairs, 


Betook himſelf to a more pleaſant way of 


life. 
In keeping an alehouſe, 
His belly grew 
Plumpiſh, roundiſh, and biggiſh. 
He was once a very ſtrenuous ſtickler 
For the Antinomian party. 


Whilſt he lived, he lived well. 


E 4 Be 
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Be careful not to p- ſs upon his aſties, 


Which here reſt in ſweet compoſure. 
| Farewell. 


As foon as Doctor Rantum had put an 
end to this extraordinary rhapſody, he 
took up a ſpoon, and turning the belly of 
the hog to him, peeped. in with a greedy 
eye. His intent was to ſee if ever a bird 
had eſcaped diſcovery in any unrouted 
creek of the hog's inſide. Theſe were the 
Greeks, he ſaid he would take pleaſure in 
unkenneling, or ferreting out. My uncle 
Dick was ſo complaiſant as to lay open for 
him the hog's throat, Not a Greek was 
viſible. They were all demoliſhed. Doc- 
tor Rantum was therefore obliged to take. 
his laſt reliſh from the brawny part of the 
bum. However, the morſel was to his 
mind ; and his exaggerated approbation 
of it induced Doctor Blue-beard to help 
himſelf to a lice in the ſame place. 

My father in the mean time was eager 
to know, why Doctor Rantum deſigned to 
change his courſe of life on account of 

| indulging 
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indulging his appetite with the Porcus 
Trojanus, and why on that account he 
was to make ſo ſudden a tranſition from 
Chriſtianity to Paganiſm. He whiſpered 
the parſon to put the queſtion to him, 
which he declined, re-whiſpering him, 
« that to a man, who made a farce and 
trade of religion, Atheiſm, or Paganiſm, 
or Judaiſm, or Mahometaniſm, was quite 
indifferent. All might be equally eligible 
to him as well as Chriſtianity, provided 
they ſuited his intereſt; and, if Doctor 
Rantum, whom he ſhould not trouble his 
head about, did not chuſe to prove him- 
ſelf a proper chriſtian, the quality of 
heathen or publican muſt of conſequence 
ſit full as eaſy upon him as that of a 
chriſtian,” My father replied, that 
he made no Joube of what the parſon 
laid ; that it was beſt not to trouble one's 
ſelf about reclaiming a fool or a knave, 
the taſk being too difficult ; but that at 
all events he would have him break the 
ice, and alk at leaſt why the pious doctor 
| adopted 


(53) 
adopted the Pagan diis manibus to crown : 
his monumental inſcription. A. 

Doctor Rantum had now juſt finiſhed 


his bum-bit, and unleſs he made a mo. 
tion for cutting out another, he might be 
ſuppoſed to be at leiſure to anſwer any 
fair queſtion. As he made no motion 
that way, but only wiped his mouth and 
drank, the parſon indirectly, as it were, 
made a diſſertation on the dii manes, and 


* The ſouls of the dead were generally called 4 
manes. It was believed, as may be ſeen by the teſti 
mony of Pagan writers, that the ſouls of the good be. 
came lares or domeſtic gods; and the ſouls of the wick. 
ed larwves, or lemures, that is, ſpiteful and troubleſome 
demons. But as indeed it could not be known of 
what ſort theſe ſouls were, they were all called mane 
which ſignified good. —Conſult Yoſius in his Etymo- 
logies of the Latin tongue, where he has collected 
all that antiquity has ſaid on this ſubject. However, 
it may rather be thought that manes is not a word of 
Greek derivation, as the far greater number of Latit 
words are, but that it comes from the oriental root 
e moun, Whence is derived wn tb mounan, which 
ſignifies an image, a ręſemblance; ſo that the man Wl (W 
will be the ſame as the «waz fmulachra mortuorum Wi the 
or the ſhades of the dead. Lucan alſo ſeems to make 0 
a diſtinction between manes and the /ouls of the deat, * 
in his Sth book, | 


| Manes animamque potentem on 
* Officiis averte meis. 
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In the winding up inſmuated that it was 
too antique to be prefixed, under the ſanc- 
tion of the laws eſtabliſhed, to any mo- 


nument, ſince the Chriſtian ara took 
place.— I underſtood you, Sir, faid 
Doctor Rantum; it is faſhionable, and 
you know it, even among the dignified 
clergy, though they ger by Chriſtianity, to- 
aboliſh it as much as in them lies. I am 
never the laſt in ſhewing an example; ſo 
that if it be expedient to aboliſh Chriſtia- 
nity effectually, I may as well have the 
honour of doing it by an ogvert ads, as 
others by clandeſtine practices.“ 

There was. nothing in either the par- 
ſon's inſinuation, or Doctor Rantum's re- 
partee, that gave my father the ſatisfac- 
tion he deſired. He was going to argue 
the caſe himſelf in defence of Chriſtianity, 
when the coming in of my uncle Dick, 
(who had been down to the kitchen, with 
the laſt diſh and the concluding apples) 
drew the company's attention ſo power- 
fully to the buſtle he made, and to ſee 
what he had got, that my father was left 

to 


( bo ) 
to ruminate within himſelf on his refuta. 
tion of Doctor Rantum's Pagan notions. 


* 
N 
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CHAP. VII. k 


ENTLEMEN, (ſaid my uncle R 
Dick) ſitting down to table again; 


I hope you all liked my Porcus Trojanus, 


I told you I would feaſt you on ſomething Ml * 
more than a rarity z on a diſh, neither {Ml © 
you nor your fathers before you, ever ſaw: ” 
I will nor ſay that they never heard 
of ſuch a diſh; its former exiſtence is re- * 
corded in hiſtory, and tho* not the thing 2 
itſelf, yet a faint reſemblance of it has ; 
appeared in-our days in the ſuppoſitums 
of barbacued hogs and Weſiphalian bears. ol 
—— The latter, as an exotic animal, was Ml 
not introduced, it is thought, to Exglil N 
tables, without ſome political view, ſome hi 
reaſons of ſtate, interpreted by rhoſe who fo 


only ſmelt out the feaſt, in a mai-yolent 
ſenſe; but in a ſenſe very beneficent by the pl 
bear-eaters themſelves,” 


« Pſhaw, Wl © 


tas 
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« Pſhaw, (ſaid my father, interrupting 
my uncle Dick; ) what a beating about the 
buſh is this? If you want to ſay any thing ; 
about the VWeſiphalian bear; tell, if you 
know, who imported it, who pampered 
it, who layed it, who cooked it, who 
eat of it. Where is the ſignification of 
teizing the company's curioſity, or fold- 
ing up in enigmatic paraphraſe, any oc- 
currence which none but ſlaves would think 
it treaſonable to mention?“ 

What you ſay is very right, (replied 
my uncle Dick;) and a word to the wile 
being enough, the good company here 
may take it for granted, that Sir Trimalchio 
de Bons-Merceaux having by ſome light 
of hand procured a Mæſipbalian bear, kept 
it ſnug with him, during the forty days 
of Lent, in his bed-chamber, where with 
his own hands he bled it once in eight and 
forty hours, and fed it one day with al- 
monds and new milk ; and the next, with 
plumb-pudding, cheeſe-cakes and cuſtard. 
By thus frequently phlebotomizing the 
creature, and yet ſupplying it with new 

ſangui- 
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ſanguificative reſources ; he flattered him. 
ſelf that all its former acquired rankneſ 
would be diſſipated : if ſo, there was good 
reaſontobelieve, purſuant tothe opinion of 
the phyſicians he adviſed with, that it 
would be nicely fitted to Exgliſb ſto- 


machs; and the rather, as the conſiſten 


and qualities of its fleſh muſt be aſſimi. 
lated, in virtue of the aliments, to that of 
Engliſh children, who of all things, de. 
light moſt in pudding-diet, and are found 
to thrive on it. 

« To make my ſtory ſhort, the bex 
was jugulated by Trimalchio, — who alſo 
affected to have that honour ——en £Zaſter- 
eve. The belly was ſtuffed full of ſuch 
ingredients as are commonly uſed for the 
making of mince-pyes, with this exception, 
that the entrails of the brute minced as 
ſmall as ſmall could be, were mixed up 
with them. The roaſting proceſs was 
begun by caſeing poor Bruin all over in 
tin, a huge ſpit, in order to maintain the 
greater ſtability in the gyration, being 
farſt forced through the ſkull, neck, and 


vertebræ 
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vertebræ above the anus: and this ſame 
proceſs was put in execution, between 
two fires, the one in a long range, as is 
uſual in kitchens where a deal of cooking 
is kept going on; the other in a large pa- 
rallelogrammic German ſtove, made and 
kept red hot by the quantity of fuel it was 


| conſtantly ſupplied with. Trimalchio's 


cooks never before had ſuch warm work 
to go through with. It might ſeem as if 
they were dreſſing victuals for Belzebub ; 
ſo copious were the rivulets of ſweat that 
flowed down to their heels. They were 
all ſo far naked that they had nothing on 
but ſlippers and flannel petticoats; but to 
compenſate their loſſes from ſo ſenſible a 
perſpiration, they drank very plentifully of 
Old Hock, and the arch cook in parti- 
cular, much ſuperior in the three dimen- 
ſions to her brother bear, now in great 
roaſting forwardneſs, ſwilled down ſo ma- 
ny bottles, that the liquor was ſeen at 
length to percolate through her pores, the 
ſelf-ſame in colour, but of a ſaline taſte, 
as the ſcullion, who was curious. enough 

to 
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_ taſte 1 it on the tip of her finger, afterwards 

repor rted. 25 

« When the beaſt was roaſted, a taſk, 
perhaps a degree or two warmer, rendinl 
to be done. This was to make red hotall the 
pokers and fire-ſhovels in the houſe to toalt 
the epidermis the moment after the thick 
hide ſhould be peeled off. Imagine an 
oblong marble table, for ſuch there was; 
well aired by inclination at the backſide of 
the German ſtove, to prevent its other- ii 
wiſe inherent cold and damps from palling o 
the roaſted bear whilſt ſtretched on it du- Ml «| 
ring excoriation. Taking up from the ¶ c 
fire, unſpitting and uncaſeing were alſo c. 
difficult jobs; but they were performed + 
by half a dozen Jriſb chairmen within I In 
call; the cooks and ſcullions, ſome ſtand- 
ing a- loof at the ſame time, and others ¶ be 
in the coal-hole, to hide their nudity.— th. 
The chairmen having evacuated the kitch- WW to 
en with as much modeſty and decency as ſſl to 
they entered, the cooks in a minute croud- ag 
ed about the marble table, and each with A 


3 ſharp-pointed knife ſcarified and pulled Wa, 


away 


* 


Cap) 
away the ſkin. What a blowing and ſha- 


king there was of ſcalded fingers by the 


far and juices ſtill in a fort of roaſting 
movement, and how they damned the 
poor Weſipbalian for it, as if he was in a 
ſtate of ſenſibility to retaliate the tortures 
he was put to ?— Anon, the pokers and 
fire-ſhovels were brandiſhed over him: no 
pope, pretender, or devil could go thro! 
ſuch a fiery trial, ſuch a thorough ſinge- 
ing from the aggregately officious hands 
of ſurly whigs, when on the fifth day of 
the eleventh month they commemorate a 
conſpiracy, the pure creation of malicious 
chymeras, but tack to it a real one, with 
the ſpecious appellation of Aur— de- 
liverance from Babyloniſh captivity.” “ 

4 The toaſting was over: a warning- | 
bell was rung. The bear-eaters, that is, 
thoſe appointed for conſuming the bear, 
took their ſeats at table. Trimalcbio began 
to bite his nails as if he had been already 
actually engaged in the act of bear-biting. 
A ſilver diſh, or rather trough, with ſix 
handles, and manufactured for the pur- 

Vol. II. F poſe, 
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poſe, was diſpatched down to the kitchen, 
Six luſty footmen ſhoved the bear into it 
from off the marble table, and fixed him 
in a ſtanding attitude. The ſame foot- 
men, not without a mighty exertion of 
ſtrength, hauled him up ſtairs to the di- 
ning-room. With much ado, tho' by 
the additional ſtruggles of four others, he 
was raiſed on the table, which groaned 
with a creeking ſtridor under ſo enormous 
a bulk, as Charon's boat under the pious 
Hntas, judged at that time to be as pon- 
derous in grace as all the Methodo-Preſbys 
Antinomian teachers in Chriſtendom. Fri. 
malchio ſeeing him ſafe and ſettled, drew 
his ſword forthwith and knighted him. 
This prerogative, he hoped, it would be 
allowed him to aſſume, as by it he neither 
intended to derogate from, nor abrogate 
that of majeſty, being only deſirous to 
confer honour on a kindred brute animal, 
which he had naturalized by Engliſh food, 
and which therefore in quality of Denizev 
the laws could make no exception againſt; 
and if they did, it would only raiſe a hue 

and 
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and cry, which he did not care a button 
about; witneſs the clamours againſt the 


* Jew-aft; he heard them and did not mind 


them; nay, if he had been the chief ma- 


* chiniſt of three hundred and ſixty-five ſuch 
* naturalizations, and all cried down by the 
mobility, the whole would not rob him of 
' a night's reſt, nor make him feel the leaſt 


remorſe of conſcience.” 


% Trimalchio's ſpeech, which he puffed 
out, as if he had plumbs in his mouth, 
or rather like an old woman mumbling a 
cruſt, andat the ſame time jabbering ſome- 
thing to her cronies about a ſad diſaſter 
ſhe had a few minutes before in bepiſſing 
her ſtockings, was received by the com- 
pany with a look tripartite, of curioſity, 
pleaſure, and amazement. But this look, 
all and every viſual ray of it, was direct- 
ed at acute angles on the beknighted bear, 
and not even a mathematical point of it 
centered in Trimalchto's forehead, The 
look was curious; it could not be other- 
wiſe.— All know the extreme curioſity 
of the Engliſh, What others would not 


F a go 
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go the length of their noſe to ſee, or : 
ſpend a farthing to ſee, they go miles, 


and fool away guineas, 


A lady of quality 


will tell you that ſhe has been at Georgia; 
that ſhe played there at Putt with St. 
George; that before George the game was 
vaſtly pretty; that St. George afterwards, 
for the love of her, fought and killed over 
again the fiery dragon; and that he al- 


{ured her at parting all the ladies in Eng- 
{and ſhould ſoon wear Georges upon their 
ſtomachers.*? —— Here my father again 
interupted my uncle Dick, praying him to 
avoid prolixity in a ſtory which could be 
told in a dozen words. My uncle Dick 


nodded condeſcenſion to him, and omit- 
ting a further explanation of the tripar- 


tite look on the bear, ſaid, that this look 
was followed, when it was almoſt ſpent, 
with the words Hail Sir Bruin, which 
having paſſed round with alacrity, they 
all in a Harpeyan ſtrain began to disfigure 
his knightſhip, not forgetting to make 
good uſe of the ſauces appropriated to him, 


which, beſides the belly-contents, conſiſt- 
ed 
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r F of a rich gravy, extracted from one 


thouſand, ſeven hundred and ſixty-one 
| legs of mutton, and an accumulated diſh 
of ſour crud. Trimalchio ſlept well that 
night, ſave that, which was rather a plea- 
ſure to him, 

le eat in dreams the Bruin of the day.” 


DunciaD, 


. . — 9 — 


N 


T is a pity my uncle Dick ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be abridged in his ſtory. If he 
was let to go on his own way, tho* I muſt 


gay ſome of his circumſtances were idle, 
"WW eſpecially the diaphoretic pickle he de- 


ſcribed the cooks in, —he would have il- 
luſtrated the political intention of eating a 
Weſtphalian bear preferably to other alien 
food. —I find in his memoirs, where the 
recital of facts, together with my uncle 
Dick's own annotations and ſcholia on them, 
take up above ſeventy folio pages, that 
no malevolent ſenſe could be picked out 

F 3 of 
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of this bear-feaſt, -as alluding to, or ex. 


preſſive of the nature of a calf s-head feaf 


on the goth of January: but that the 
ſenſe, as hinted in the beginning of the 
foregoing chapter, was properly, pecu- 
liarly and immediately ſignificative of 
emoluments to the bear-eaters themſelves: 
for as Trimalchio paſſed an act of deniza- 
tion in the bear's favour, that is, infran- 


chiſed him by his own charter, and alſo 


conferred the honour of knighthood on 


him, he had ſome foundation to preſume, 


that ſuch flagrant teſtimonies of affection, 
receiving the finiſhing ſtroke from the in- 
corporating of the brute with his own 
body politic, and the bodies politic of his 
adherents, would convince the incredulous 
world, that ſo far from being frenchified, 
both he and they, namely, the ſaid Tri- 
malchio and his ſaid adherents were con- 
nected with nothing, were devoted to no- 
thing, were ſtudious about nothing, but 
the intereſts of the ſaid bear's native 
country, —But all theſe tranſactions, as 


equally foreign to us and our ſubject, 
| ſhall 


4 
wr 
* 
i 
1 4 

- 

þ 
1 
iN 

% * 


(71) 


hall from henceforth bury in oblivion. 
Our own ſympoſion, notwithſtanding its 
* Roman taſte, is more natural to us. I 
the a ſhall therefore reſume the remaining part 
; of it. 


Perhaps the ſpecimens of my uncle 
& Dick's ingenuity will be no leſs notable in 


it, than in his Porcus Trojanus. 


CHAP X 


HAT my uncle Dick had laid upon 
the table when he came up from 
the kitchen, was a diſh with a raw liver 
in it, and a diſh of apples. The liver was 
pretty near as big as the liver of a good 
ſizeable calf, The gueſts almoſt ſtared 
their eyes out at it, but none of them dared 
to find fault, or to aſk why it was ſerved 
up raw, and whether it was to be eat fo, 
remembering the error they were led into 
by the Squire in regard to the unexentera- 
tion of the Porcus Trojanus. All were ſtill 
and quiet, as quiet, as reſigned, as paſſive 
to receive inſtruction, as any new-born 
F 4 modern 
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modern female ſaint, to open her purſe 
to her guide in the ſpirit. My uncle 


poſition, ſpoke as follows. 
Gentlemen, you ſee here the real 
liver of a gooſe.” . Of a gooſe! (ſaid 
Doctor Rantum, interrupting him ;) aſto- 
niſhing ! it can't be ſo; I would lay a 
thouſand pounds, it is rather the real 
liver of a ſheep.” “ Of a ſheep! (ſaid 
the Squire, turning to the parſon 3) d- m- 
me then, if I'll eat a bit of it. Do you 
know I had like to be poiſoned by break- 
faſting at five o'clock, one morning, with 
a ſoldier and Hackney coachman, in a 
cellar, on a meſs of peaſe-porridge and a 
ſheep's liver, leaping with flounders : if 
I ever dive into ſuch a hole again and 
upon ſuch an errand, may I be hanged 
an hour after.) Tou would loſe 
your money, (ſaid Doctor Black-beard, di- 
recting his diſcourſe to Doctor Rantum, ] 
if you laid that vt was a ſheep's liver: 
examine the form of the lobe; you will 
find a great difference, yet, with all * 
{ki 
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{kill in Anatomy, the colour puzzles me.? 


| —— Whatever liver it is, (ſaid Doctor 
| Blue-beard,) whether of a fiſh or quadruped, 


it will be very unwholſome to eat it raw.“ 
— What a parcel of gooſe- caps are 


| here II aſk pardon, Gentlemen, for this 


liberty (ſaid my uncle Dick ;) I tell you 
again it is a gooſe's liver; the liver of a 
biped, and not of a fiſh, or quadruped. 
Say no more about it. Does not Horace, 
Martial, Juvenal, mention ſuch a dainty ? 
And Martial ſays, he had ſeen it“ bigger 
than the very gooſe it had been taken 


from. If you are curious to know how 


an overgrown liver was procured in a 
gooſe, nay, even in a hog, or any other 
animal, whoſe livers are delicate eating, 
you muſt dip a little into the + books of 
antient cookery. I have produced the liver 

raw, 


* Aſpice quam tumeat magno jecur anſere majus. 


+ Our people, ſays Pliny, muſt have had a good 
taſte for life, 1f for no other reaſon than their being 
acquainted with the excellency of a gooſe's liver. It 
grows to an extraordinary ſize by cramming the gooſe 
with a peculiar ſort of pellet ; and when extracted, 
uw 
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raw, not that I deſigned you ſhould eat it 
ſo, as Doctor Blue-beard apprehended, but 
that 


* 


it is ſtill increaſed by a mixture of milk and honey. 
Scipio Metellus, a man of conſular dignity, or his co- 
temporary Marcus Sęjus, a Roman knight, was reput- 
ed the firſt inventor of this dainty. The —* of 


procuring it is ſhewn by Palladius. Thirty days are 


uired for fattening, and in order to make the liver 
tender, pound dry figs, and having macerated them 
in water, make them into ſmall pellets; with theſe 
and nothing elſe feed the geeſe for twenty days, and 


give them water to drink during the ſame time, in 


which the wild radiſh, or ſow-thiſtle, dry and cut 
into ſmall ſlices, has been infuſed. Some, both to 
make the liver large and the gooſe fat, conduct the 
regimen thus. Having cooped up the gooſe, they 
feed it with macerated wheat or barley : wheat ſoon 
fattens it; barley makes its fleſh white, Of each, 
or both together, they give ſeven pellets twice a day 
for the firſt five days, and then encreaſe every day 
the number till thirty days are expired. The four 
following days is adminiſtred a warm decoction of 
marſh-mallows, with fermented dough ; and after- 
wards, till ſixty days are completed, water mixed 
with honey, and dried figs pounded with the fer- 
mented dough. Then the gooſe and its liver are 
ſuppoſed to be ſufficiently pampered. When the 
liver is taken out, it ought to be waſhed with warm 
water, then put into a large bowl with a mixture of 
warm milk and honey, which it would be adviſable 
to change every two hours, during the time of im- 


pregnation, The length of this time is not _ 
N an 
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that it might be ſeen what a fine, large, 
plump and ſound one it is. You cannot 
imagine what a nice taſte it has, broiled 
or fryed. Let me ſee ; I'll both broil 
and fry it for you this moment on the 
table, not by the heat of any earthly com- 
buſtible ; for that would be too mean and 
common for an exquiſite morſel, worthy 
of the tooth of the greateſt kings and em- 
perors ; but by the beains of the ſun.— 
The ſun now is on that window ;—(point- 
ing to a window backwards of himſelf 

as 


and therefore at every one's diſcretion; but it need 
not exceed eight and forty hours. Laſtly, the liver 
is laid on a marble ſtone, or in ſome cool place, that 
it may acquire a due conſiſtence and ſolidity. The 
carcaſes and livers of the females are beſt; and the 
moſt proper age is from two to four. Athengus 
writes, that a gooſe's liver was the favourite diſh, the 
moſt celebrated, and reckoned the moſt delicate 
that graced the ccena of the moſt opulent at Rowe. 
Being prepared in the above manner, no other cook- 
ery was uſed for it than ſeaſoning it with ſpice, and 
frying it with the gooſe's fat. 

The liver of ſwine, as may be ſeen by the teſti. 
mony of Ariſtotle, Apicius, Actius, and Galen, was 
pampered much in the ſame manger, but not ſo fre- 
quently, by reaſon of the great expence that attended 
feeding hogs with figs. , 


(76). 


as he ſat.) - You ſhall be all witneſſes of 
its obſequiouſneſs for promptly dreſſing 
the gooſe's liver by a much briſker fire in 
proportion than that whica roaſted the 
Weſtphalian bear.” 

What could any of the — reply? 
What doubts could they make? Here 
were events promiſed, and too extraordi- 
nary to be believed without an ocular de- 
monſtration: yet the point was not con- 
teſted; my uncle Dic ſeemed too pe- 
remptory and earneſt to leave it queſtion- 
able; and tho' there might be a latent 
diffidence of the execution, it was not · 
withſtanding hoped, as being of his con- 
trivance, that it would ſucceed. 

The firſt thing he did was to take a 
gallipot of unguent out of his pocket, 
He handed it round to be ſmelled to, All 
declared that it was an aromatic, fragrant, 
reviving eſſence. He told them it was no- 
thing more than gooſe-greaſe, but that he 
had purified and exalted it by a perfume 
of his own invention, which they need not 


blame him for keeping a ſecret from * 
0 
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Of this unguent he emptied the better part 
out into a ſtone diſh, which he ſaid was 
proof againſt heat. Afterwards, ſearching 
his pockets, he drew out a glaſs,” and pla- 
cing it between the rays of the ſun and 
diſh, a blaze guſh'd out of it, and the 
unguent, in an inſtant, began to hiſs, and 
bubble, and boil. The liver was put into 
the diſh, and in a quarter of a minute 
turned, The glaſs was nimbly agitated 
over- the turned fide, and boiling liquor, 
during another quarter of a minute, and 
then the whole was perfectly broiled and 
fried ; ſo that half a minute did the buſi- 
neſs. My uncle Dick diſtributing to the 


gentlemen their quota, with a little of the 


unguent for ſauce, bade them not be a- 
mazed at the efficacy of his glaſs : for that 
he was well acquainted with the art of 
making the true /pecula uſtoria, or * burn- 


* It appears from hiſtory, that there were ſuch 
burning /pecula. The invention of the parabolic 


ſection, which ſet things on fire at a conſiderable di- 


ſtance, is attributed to Archimedes. Zonaras writes in 
the third volume of his hiſtory, that J italianus the 
Thraciang 
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ing-glafſes, which none but himſelf, and 
two or three others, had ever brought to 
perfection; that for his part it ſhould be 
kept an impenetrable ſecret by him, as it 
was by the honourable Robert Boyle, by 


reaſon 


Thracian, having, in the reign of the emperor An. 
fafrus, excited the Myffans and Scythians to rebellion, 
and having with a powerful army by land ravaged 
the Country about Cenſtantinople, and laid ſiege by fea 
to the city himſelf in perſon with a great naval arma- 
ment, was oppoſed by the Præſte? Matian, who en. 
ging him in a fſea-fight, his fleet was deſtroyed 
chiefly by means of a machine conſtructed by Proclu. 
This Proclus was an excellent mathematician and phi- 
loſopher, and had not only a thorough knowledge of 
all the mechanic powers and inventions of Archimedes, 
but had alſo made ſome new diſcoveries himſelf, The 
Jpecula of his making were of braſs, and being ſuſ- 
pended on a wall oppofite the enemy's fleet, the mo- 
ment the rays of the ſun fell upon them, fire like 
thunder burſt out, and conſumed the ſhipping. The 
ſame deſtruction, as Dion relates, was made of the 
| Roman fleet by Archimedes, when Marcellus beſieged 
Syracuſe, It is ſaid of the Hon. Robert Boyle, Eſq; 
that he was not unacquainted with the art of con- 
ſtructing theſe /ecula, and that having made the ex- 
riment of their prompt efficacy in raiſing a confla- 
tion, he broke and demoliſhed his inſtrument, that 
mankind ſhould not derive from him a knowledge, 
which, he was ſure, in the malice of their hearts, 


they would apply for their mutual annoyance. It was, 
| no 
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reaſon of the pernicious effects to mankind 
its uſe would be attended with ; and he be- 
lieved, that Fryar Bacon, a perſon re- 
markable for his humanity, would never 
have made any one privy to a repetition 
of his experiment on the combined force of 
ſulphur, fire and faltpetre, or tartar, was 
he ſenſible at the ſame time, that ſome 
minds would be ſo bent upon evil, as to 
make it inſtrumental to havock and de- 
ſtruction, in the way of gun-powder, and 
the perfecting of artillery. 


no doubt, with the ſame humane intention, my uncle 
Dick deſigned to keep the materials and formation of 
his moſt powerful peculum a ſecret, but he was often 
heard to ſay, that it far ſurpaſſed all other inventions 
of the kind, that it did not fet on fire at ten, twenty, a 
hundred, or a thouſand paces, or at a determinate di- 
Rance, but at a diſtance ſcarce credible unleſs ſeen ; 
that it did not fire in a cone, where the rays come to- 
gether, but that the burning line, which could be 
made at diſcretion of any length, proceeded from the 
center, and burned every thing in its way; and fur- 
ther that it burned before, behind and on all fides. 


CHAP. 
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FUHE inſtant my uncle Dick had 
done ſpeaking, loud acclamations of 

Joy and admiration were heard from every 
gueſt ; for every gueſt was joyous, that my 
uncle Dick had refected their mandibles 
with new maſticatory powers for rumi- 
nating the tid-bit of the gooſe's liver; and 
every gueſt had reaſon to admire the won- 
derful wonder of wonders he had wrought 
with his glaſs in the cooking part. This 
was not all : every gueſt preſented him, 
not collectively, but ſingly, and in his 
own words, with a cordial addreſs ; firſt, 
thanking him in the moſt obliging terms 
for brightning their taſte for cheer, worthy 
to all intents and purpoſes of being chiefly 
diſplayed at a coronation feaſt ; and ſe- 
condly, congratulating him for his acceſſion 
to the perfecting of the arts of ancient 
cookery, together with the art of roaſting 


victuals with celeſtial fire; for which, 
they 
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they did not wiſh him the condemnation of 
Prometheus ; that a vulture ſhould conti- 
nually gnaw and gobble up his liver in 
Hell ; but that a place hereafter might be 
aſſigned him, and a penſion to ſupport ir, 
in the Zenith of the moon, where, all de- 
grees of perſons aſcending from the Nadir, 
whether downright natives of the land, or 
only fortuitous, — being dropt upon it by 
ſome ſturdy Goth or Vandal, as beggars 
often palm their brats upon the pariſh, — 
may be accommodated by him with Trojan 
hogs, and over-grown gooſe-livers, all 
piping hot and ready roaſted by the /pecu- 
lum uflorium ; and of which they may be 
permitted to eat, till their fancies, picking 
up ſome lucid intervals by the diet, take 
wing, and waft them to the planet Mer- 
cury, in whoſe diſk they are to dance a- 
bout for ever after in mickle mirth and 
glee. 5 
My uncle Dick, in anſwer, thanked 
them for their good opinion of his capa- 
city, and their good wiſhes for his future 
promotion to ſo exalted a poſt in the lunar 
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regions; but hoped they were not ſincere 
in their wiſh. It they were, he thought 
it his duty to tell them, that he ſhould 
from his heart decline the elevation, not 
chuſing, if he could help it, to be a drudge 
in the other world ; and that for their 
pains of wiſhing, ſince they had no better 
with to felicitate him with, he would wiſh 
them in his turn all to hell. 

What a conſternation damped the ſpi- 
rits, and chilled the blood to a ſort of ſtag- 
nation, of the greater part of the gueſts, 
when my uncle Dick's with, which he pro- 
nounced angrily, vibrated upon their au- 
ditory nerves! The Squire, whether he 
was afraid himſelf of being wiſhed to hell, 
or that he was archly willing to aggravate 
the fear of ſome others, whom he could 


remark to be terribly ſcared by ſo diſmal 


a proſpect, elbowed the parſon, whoſe at- 
tention being turned to what he had to 
offer, “ harkee,” (ſaid he, with a whiſper 
loud enough to be heard in every corner of 
the room ; ) * don't you think that uncle 
Dick is the devil? He has ſaid and done 

ſuch 
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ſuch deviliſh things, that d—mn me, if [1 
can believe that he is any thing elſe. Bye 
and bye, we ſhall take a trip, you'll ſee, 
with him to hell. Off we go in a flaſh 
of fire! — Look, ſee if he has not got a 
cloven foot ; examine the ſhape of his 
ſhoe.” — My uncle Dick, winking to my 
father, and ſitting very demure with fold - 
edarms and hands touching his ſhoulders, 
reſolved to wait the upſhot of all the de- 
ductions he expected would be ſpun out 
from the Squire's whiſper. —** Aye,” (ſaid 
the Parſon, humouring the Squire's arch- 
neſs; ) ** beſides his cloven foot, don't 
you ſee what ſaucer eyes he has got? — 
He is certainly old ſcratch, or he has old 
ſcratch in him.----How glad I now ſhould 
be, if I had by me ſome books of exar- 
ciſm, to lay him, before he burſts forth 
into a tempeſtuous whirlwind to {weep us 
all away with him.” “ Oh lack! ( faid 
my grandmother, ſetting her hands a 
kimbow, and laughing with all her might; ) 
as well as a cloven foot, and ſaucer eyes, 
why did not you remember his tail. 
G 2 Marry ! 
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Marry ! it is not for nothing he wears 


ſailor's breeches : ſearch and you may find 


the tail to complete Mr. Devil.” Theſe 
ironico- ludicrous ſpeeches were enough to 
undeceive the reſt, if they had a grain of 
common ſenſe, that my uncle Dick was 
not the devil. However, Doctor Blue- 
beard, as if ſuſpicious of ſomething more 
than ordinary, ſtole ſome frightful fide 
looks at his feet, breeches and eyes, and 
hinted ſomething concerning the neceſſity 
of a ſearch on ſuch occaſions, in order to 
diſcover a ſatanical mark. Hence it ap- 
peared, that he was not ſo much appre- 
henſive of the company's having a dealing 
with the devil in propria perſond, as with 


one of his underſtrappers; and this was 


further elucidated by the joint opinions of 
the Doctors Black and Red-beard, who 
after a little heſitation of ſpeech in motion- 
ing the matter, declared with wry faces, 
that they believed my uncle Dzck could be 
no other than a magician, wizzard, ſor- 
cerer, or conjurer; that for aught they 
knew, their fate might be to be tranſ- 

| ported 
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ported upon broom- ſtaffs into ſome out- 
landiſh place, or fairy-land, or enchanted 
caſtle; that ten to one they were already 
at ſome nocturnal meeting of witches; that 
none need be ſurprized at the word noctur- 
nal; for that the folks who had once 
ſigned a compact with three drops of their 
blood, to be aided in all their machina- 
tions by the miniſtry of one, two, or more 
familiar ſpirits, could turn darkneſs into 
light and vice verſa; could make the 
moon come down from the heavens and 
dance on a pewter-platter ; could turn the 
ſtars backward in their courſes ; could 
make rivers flow up to their fountain- 
heads; could make ropes of the ſands of 
the ſea z could turn men into ſtocks, ſtones, 
rats, wolves; in fine, could play a thou- 
ſand pranks over and over again upon 
every thing and perſon they owed a grudge 
to; that the conſequence of their being 
at a nocturnal meeting of wizzards and 
witches, which, indeed, was more 
than probable from the out-of-the-way 
diſhes they had eaten of, — would ſoon 
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perhaps manifeſt itſelf in the hideous 
yellings, howlings, and carerwaulings of 
imps, ſprites, and hobgoblins, to which 
would ſucceed the dreary proſpect of ſome 
horrid wild, or of rugged cliffs and preci- 
pices, where they ſhould clamber, or ftroll 
about irremeably under the ſhadow of 
grim death. 

What a dreadful imagery was here! 
how gloomy and how ghaſtly ! and how 
inſtantaneous in producing ſurprizing ef- 
fects! The Doctors Black and Red- Beard 
ſeemed as circumvented by all the horrors 
and ſpectres they had painted. Doctor 
Blue-beard, forced, as it were, into a kind 
of ſympathy with his brotherhood, had 
drops of ſweat tumbling down each ſide 
his noſe as big and as round as marrow-fat 
peas, or rather like the tears ſhed by the 
* horſe in Virgil, when he walked as + 
chief mourner in his maſter's funeral pro- 
ceſſion. My grandmother, mother, aunt 


Guttiſque humectat grandibus ora. 
+ By chief mourner is meant, that the horſe wept 
more copiouſly than any of the reſt, 
; Di nal, 
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Dinah, and ſiſter Betſey, before ſo full of 


jokes and laughing among themſelves at 
my uncle Dick's being thought the devil, 
— who would believe it ? —— But weak 
minds and womani inds are very ſuſ- 
ceptible of ſuch impreſſions: - were now 
ſo chafed in the imagination, and ſo terri- 
fied by ſeeing apparitions, by being parties 
at a nocturnal meeting of witches, by be- 
ing perſuaded from the cogent reaſons 
they heard that my uncle Dick was a ſor- 
cerer, that in ſhort, my mother almoſt 
fainted away, my grandmother had got 
into a {ſweat like Doctor Blue-beard, my 
aunt Dinab into a cold ſweat, and my ſiſter 
Betſey, rifing briſkly from her ſear, with a 
beating of her feet on the floor, and a 
ſhaking of her hands, cried out, For 
God's ſake, ſave me! Save me from the 
witches !? 

„Now, (ſaid my father, impoſing his 
commands on the whole company, to be 
at peace, to fear nothing, and to be nei- 
ther fools, nor made fools of ;) “now, I 


vept ſee plainly verified the accurate obſerva- 
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tions of father Mallebranche on the errors 


of imagination. Stories of the ſurprizing 


feats of witches and ſorcerers ſeldom fail to 
craze weak imaginations, and to ſuch a 
pitch, that they believe themſelves to be 
what and where they are not. And hence 
we may account for the mechanical opera- 
tion of the jpirit in enthuſiaſts of all deno- 
minations. A perſon of a hot imagina- 
tion, with an earneſt tone of voice, a cor- 
reſponding expreſſion in the eyes and fea- 
tures of the face, a vehement movement 
by fits and ſtarts of the apteſt parts of the 
body for geſticulation, will forcibly take 
poſſeſſion of the minds of his hearers ; and 
after this poſſcſſion they cannot reſiſt the 
impulſe of being worked up into a full 
perſuaſion of the truth of his ſentiments. 
Hereupon, follow groanings and wailings; 


palpitations and tremors, and ſometimes the 


convulſive hiccup, or /ngultus obſerved in 
Quakers, together with ſour eructations, 
nauſeas in the ſtomach, and a wringing of 


the inteſtines ; all which produce the va- 


pours of troubled brains and diſtempered 
Judg- 


ö 
5 
) 
) 
; 


- C03 


judgments, and theſe vapours a religious 
phrenſy. Nor are the effects of ebullient 
imagination viſible only in enthuſiaſts; its 
action frequently operates upon the com- 
mon Occurrences of life, and fo as to in— 
fluence them according to the biats of that 
judgment it has ſet up. Thus men of 
good parts and ſound intellects have been 
ſometimes impoſed upon, and not only 
impoſed upon, but led into fatal deluſions. 
It was an inſtance of great wiſdom in the 
Athenians not to have permitted in their 
deliberative and judicial debates the railing 
of the paſſions. Cool and ſober reaſon ; 
a plain, unaffected and unadorned ſtate of 
the caſe, were all that was neceſſary. Men 
could not then form their deciſions by the 
prejudices of others; facts and circum- 
ſtances evincing truth were alone to direct 
them. We ſhould do well if we were al- 
ways on our guard againſt the ſeductions 
of a buſy, wild and extravagint imagina- 
tion; nothing but ſuch a temper can 
create the exiſtence of witches and wiz- 
zards, with all the other ſorts of infatua- 

dion 
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tion the ſilly multitude ſo unwittily give 
into. In this diſpoſition of mind, and no 
other, we ſhould be ſenſible that we are 
rational beings, and therefore authorized 
to reject with contempt whatever is not of 
eternal truth, or grounded on moral or 
phyſical certainty.” | 

My father's diſcourſe ſeemed to im- 
preſs, as it were, ſtigmates of ſhame on 
the countenances of the medicinal tribe, 
whilſt to the womens hearts it was a re- 
viving cordial, My uncle Dic, who 
could not help being vexed to hear ſuch a 
deſcanting on his perſon and ſcience, 
threatened, by the wrinkling of his noſe 
and biting of his lips, to let fly that inſtant 
ſome ſevere reprimand, eſpecially on the 
phyſicians; for it was at them his looks 
were pointed: He would have done fo, 
had not Doctor Rantum puſhed in his talk 
before him, alledging with a compoſed 
gravity which ſhewed he was in earneſt 
« that it was true he was a little ſhocked 
at what he heard, but not a bit afraid; 


that the devil or any of his agents had 
no 
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ve no power over him; for that he was 
no WW fire to go to heaven; aye, ſure; 
re (continued he,) as ſure as I am here; and 
ed ir any, or all of ye, have a mind to take 
of che journey along with me, I have a pro- 
ot viſion at command of a ſufficient number 

of beaſts of burden. My aunt Dinah 
m- © being curious to know what thoſe beaſts of 
on burden were, aſked him if they were his 
be, fellow teachers and preachers, or if he had 
re- ¶ hired from the eaſt a parcel of drome- 
ho daries and camels ? — © Neither, madam, 
na (replied the doCtor,) are the beaſts of bur- 
den I have thought meet to uſe on this 


ole N occaſion. My neighbour Doctor Scarum 
ant N and I, who in ſome points of faith and diſ- 
re cipline could not intirely chime with each 
zoks 


other, have notwithſtanding agreed in this, 
> 10, that we have inſtituted a ſeminary of aſſes 
at almoſt an equi-diſtance between our 
oſed I T.b--n--les near M--rf---ds. There the 
pretty creatures are maintained at our joint 
expence, and fitted for the great work of 
their miniſtry. When any of our ſaints 
expire ; — thoſe, I mean, who dealt well 

with 
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with us by delivering up their A for our 


diſpenſation : for without this condition i 
not one can be actually fainted, or reputed © 
as fainted among us.---We go through 2 t 
regular luſtration of their dead bodies, IM © 


ſprinkling them ſucceſſively for three day; 
together, morning, noon, and night, with 
the milk of thoſe aſſes, and the fourth day, I. 
about three o'clock in the morning, he- 
ſaints are mounted on ſhe-aſſes, and ſhe- 
ſaints on he-aſſes, both properly capa- 
riſoned. Then a dozen of our luſtieſt 
preachers and teachers armed with bellows, 
perform the ſequel of the apotheoſis, 
Four taking their ſtations in the animal's 
rear, after inſerting the nozzle of a large 
bellows inits anus, work away indefatiga- 
bly ; four do the ſame down the weazand ; 
and two at the noſtrils and two at the ears, 
You would {wear if you was to ſee the aſſes IA 


thus puffed up with blaſts and counter- [la 
blaſts z----but no profane perſon is ever the 
wo 


permitted to ſee the light :---that they were 
transformed into wool-packs. The mo- 11 


ment they become lighter than an equal 
volume * 


Dur 
jon 
ted 


1 a 
les, 
ays 
1th 
ay, 
he- 
he- 
par 
teſt 
WS, 
ſis. 
al's 
roe 
ga- 
d; 
Ars, 
ſes 
Ler- 
ver 
ere 
no- 
ual 
IMC 


a coach and ſix. It is the volatility of 


(93) 


volume of the air, up they go like feathers, 
or like any other light body. A puff of 
the bellows underneath as they are Juſt 
upon the ſpring, ſerves to waft them off 
with the greater velocity, and they follow 
invariably the direction they have received, 
till they come to their journies end, — 
Now, ſuppoſe I had a mind to go to 
heaven ſtill alive, and that ye all here pre- 
ſent ſtill alive, had a mind to keep me 
company; I believe it would not be amiſs, 
nay even neceſſary, to have me, like the 
aſſes, inflated, and you perflated, like a 
whiſtle, . My reaſons are, becauſe I would 
have the ſpirit in me, blown up and dila- 
ted to ſuch a pitch, that it might ſerve us 
all. Your ſpirits, dull and good for no- 
thing, muſt be blown out of you; they 
are too ponderous, and would undoubtedly 
lacken the elaſtic agility of the aſſes ; 
therefore for you a previous perflation 
would be highly neceſſary. Here you ſee 
make no account of the gravity of the 
body: it will be like a fly on the beam of 


the 
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the ſpirit that does every thing. What 


can be a more ſluggiſh maſs than the de. 
funct parts of one of our me ſt ſaints, 
and yet by the attraction of the ſpirit, 
which I ſend off along with it to ride 2 
poſtillion, it will run in a perpendicular al. 
cent upwards of a hundred thouſand mile 
an hour? — Doctor Scarum has attempted 
ſeveral experiments in his leiſure hours, to 
ſend his ele& to heaven by electrical 
ſhocks. I have already laid a bottle and 
fowl with him, that he will not ſucceed, 
But, I muſt believe his occult deſign, in 
pretending to obtain a ſufficient eledtri- 
cal force for diſpatching his people out of 
this world, is intirely to evade the keeping 
of the aſſes. He has now two or three 
times complained of the conſiderable ſums 
his quota has ftood him annually in theſe 
fourteen years paſt, But I intend to make 
him ſtick cloſe to his agreement. No 
beaſt, in my opinion, ſuits ſo well the ge- 
nius of a me ſt as an als; and who 
ever doubts that aſſes are procured and 
calculated for carrying me — ſts to hea: 
ven, 
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aa ven, may ſee, as I already ſaid, the ſign 
qe. ¶ of them planted between the two tab—cleg. 
ts, Doctor Scarum's tab—cle is bounded, as a 
ric ¶ further emblem of what it is, by an hoſpi- 
tal of incurable lunatics; and mine, by a 
A. brace of dogs barking at the moon.“ 


— 


ted 
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and uncle Dick, as the good reader 
ed, has ſeen, who was likely to be 


in very angry before Doctor Rantum began to 
qui. hold forth, was inſenſibly mollified into a 
r of fort of forgiveneſs and forgetfulneſs of the 
ing injury done him, by muſing upon the 
href quearneſs of this fyſtem of projectiles into 
um heaven, which had been ſo mechanically 
heſe explained, and ſo methodically illuſtrated. 
nake i By way of remark on it, he propoſed to the 
No] company, ſome of whom had been laugh- 
ge. ing, and others grinning at the Doctor's 
abſurdity, that ſuppoſe one of the aſſes 
blown up like a bladder, and in the act of 
conveying. a me ſt to heaven, ſhould 
burſt 
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burſt by ſome accident, what would he. 
come of the rider, as then both he and the 
beaſt muſt be heavier than an equal vo. 
ume of the air or #ther ? — The Squire 
was of opinion that they would fall down 
plumb upon, and break the ſky-lights of 
the I. b cle. — This Doctor Rantum 
denied, ſaying it was more probable the 
ſpirit would return to him with the news 
of the diſaſter, but that the bodies of the 
rider and his aſs would be abſorbt into the 
vortex of the neareſt planet, or fixed ſtar, 
--- * I conceive,” (ſaid my grandmother,) 
that the ſpirit would go along with the 
bodies, and haunt the place they came 
5 to. God ſend they fall not any where a- 
1 bout our houſe : I ſhould be frightened out 
I of my wits if I was to fee, eſpecially the 
| ghoſt of an aſs.” My mother, aunt I! 


| Dinah and ſiſter Betſey, thought my grand- I 
Il mother's opinion more probable than i * 
It Doctor Rantum's, and wiſhed as ſhe did, 0 
It if the aſs cracked by the way, that he - 


would never come to bray in their ears with 
iſt on his er 
back. 


| q the ghaſtly figure of a me 
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back. ---- The parſon and my father left 
the dining-room together when my grand- 
mother was delivering her opinion ; ſo it 
was not expected that they ſhould ipeak 
to the queſtion. But the queſtion being 
put to the Doctors Blue, Black and Red- 
beard, they ſaid it was this, or it may be 
that: in fine, they ſaid, and ſaid no- 
thing. | 

« Well, (replied my uncle Dick, addreſſ- 
ing himſelf to the phyſicians,) what fine 
reaſoners ! what expert naturaliſts have we 
got here! A while ago I was a conjurer; I 
was the devil; and yer! have done nothing 
that could not be eaſily accounted for. In 
Doctor Rantum's ſyſtem of a migration to 
heaven, not one word was ſpoken to argue 
its impoſſibility. An hypotheſis that im- 
plies a contradiction muſt deſtroy itſelf and 
all the conſequences drawn from it; where- 
as from a poſſibility no abſurdity can fol- 
low. But this is the way, more than 
three parts of the world are ſet to grope 
about in the dark hollow ſhade of deluſive 


error. A vainly conceited man amidſt 
Ver. II. H the 
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the luxuriance of a fancy fed with cli. 
meras, {pins a fine metaphyſical or theolo- 
gical cobweb ; he gives it the name of a 
new light; fee people run to gape after the 
novelty of the meteor ! And indeed, they 
follow it cloſe, till it has led them into the 
pit of perdition, inſtead of the heaven it 
bade them to be ſure of.---- The circum- 
ſpect man, who holds faſt to what is good, 
with a broom of judgment that can ſepa- 
rate truth from falſhood, keeps the houle 
of his reaſon clear both of theſe metaphy- 


ſico-theological ſpiders and their webs. In 


ſweeping them clean away, what does he 


find in the receſſes of their cells, and in 
the dark lanthorns they pretend their light 
glares in? After a cloſe and diligent in- 
ſpection, he can diſcover nothing, but a 
crabbed, gloomy and falſe ſcience, a ſenſe 
worſe than ignorance, and a chaos of idle, 
frivolous, abſurd, ridiculous, and contemp- 
tible notions,” 

My uncle Dick would have ſaid more 
on the invention of ew /ghts, and the 
new ways and means of going eaſily to 

heaven; 
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heaven; but he was interrupted by my 
father and the parſon, who entered, ſaying 
to one another, It will do, it will do; 
yes, it will do very well.*---What was this 
but a large and deep tub two ſervants had 
puſhed up ſtairs after them, and rolled 
into the dining-room. Some were imme- 
diately buſy at gueſſing what was intend- 
ed by it. The Squire ſaid that it was for 
ſcalding Doctor Rantum, or one of the 
phyſicians; for that he believed uncle Dick 
was reſolved to make a Trojan hog of one 
or other of them. The doctors hereupon 
began to wear indignabund faces ; but 
my father to diſpel the gathering ſtorm of 
altercation, told them plainly that the tub 
was to ſerve no other uſe than that of a 
lubſtitute for a pulpit or roſtrum to preach 
in; becauſe parſon Yorrick was pleaſed in 
good nature to acquaint him, that he would 
preach a ſermon for the benefit and edj- 
cation of the whole company, before the 
phyſicians deliberated upon the moſt ef- 
"mp method of generating male-chil- 
ren, 


H 2 Parſon 


| 
| 
44 
11 
| 
| 


| preaching in a ſuperior degree to me! 
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c Parſon Yorrick preach a ſermon | (aid 
Doctor Rantum,) Nay, I think I have: 
better right than any parſon in the king. 
dom to be called upon for executing that 
office: for who poſſeſſes the talents: of 


who has ſuch a forehead of braſs? who 
has ſuch , hereandtherian eyes, looking 
ninety-nine ways at once? who can ſwel 
his cheeks with boreal blaſts to the mag: 
nitude I can ? what wind or water-mill can 
have a more flippant and clacking gyration 
than my tongue? what bellows of iron- work 
forges have fuch a ſuction at inſpiration, 
and ſuch a belching at expiration as my 
lungs? what bowels can yearn more than 
mine, to drain the purſes of my congre- 
vation by their charitable donations ? Add 
to theſe, the nodding of my head, be. 
fore, behind, and on each fide, and with 
ſo much flexibility, that ſome often ima- 
gine J am going to throw it in the peo. 
ple's faces. What ſhall I fay of my 6, 
ſhoulders? No Frenchman, his phiz re- er 


plete with airs of grimace, can have the in 


aſl 
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art of ſhrugging them up to more advan- 
tage than I do, when I form diſmal com- 
plaints of the ſlackneſs of ſome in contri- 
buting their mite. And now for my 
hands and arms! who will ſay that I can- 
not diſplay and expand them with a ſup- 
ple activity? I even ſometimes ſtretch be- 
yond the precepts of oratorial action, and 
toſs, and whirl, and flouriſh them over my 
head. Again, who can vye with me in 
lateral inflexions ? or when I find it ne- 
ceſſary, who can ſo aptly keep tune with 
a vociferation by a ſonorous ſupploſion of 
the feet ? In ſhort, ſearch the world all 
over, and you will not, from the crown 
of the head to the ſole of the foot, find 
ſuch a preacher as I am. - Come, clear the 
way ;—Þ'll mount the roſtrum inſtead of 
parſon Yorrick, and in leſs than a quarter 
of an hour I will drown every foul of you 
with floods of eloquence.” 

My father begged to be excuſed, aſ- 
ſuring him, that as the tub had been pre- 
engaged to parſon Yorrick, he could not 
in honour retract his having the uſe of it; 

H 3 that 
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that he had two or three times heretofore 
the patience to hear Doctor Rantun 
preach, but that he was ſorry to obſerve, 
a want of connection in moſt, if not all, 
of his ſentences; a heap of whimſical 
matter foreign to his purpoſe introduced 


a a tautology highly diſguſting ; a doctrine 


for the moſt part unſcriptural ; argu- 


ments either evaſive or deluſive, and con- 


ſequently no Juſt concluſion ever drawn, 
the whole argumentation being often in 
the taſte of the archbiſhop of Toledo has 
Juſt ſat down to dinner, therefore I may 
go ſleep.” 
I preach, (anſwered Doctor Rantum,) 
as the ſpirit giveth me utterance ; my 
eloquence is angelic, and not human.”— 
„This is the firſt time I ever heard, (re- 
plied the Squire) that the angels ſpoke 
incoherently : for I am ſure, if they ſpeak 
as you preach, their diſcourſe will be a 
jumbled jargon of inconſiſtencies ; and to 
convince the public of it, I will ſoon have 
printed word for word two ſermons you 
tome time ago preached, the firſt on 4 
ther 
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ther Cole's 'New-birth, the ſecond as a 
Thankſpiving for her recovery out of the 
Crankums. Theſe two ſermons I had 
taken down in ſhort hand by Mr' G y 
who is employed at the Old B as re- 
corder of the trials of the moſt noto;10us 
malefactors.“ 
Let us hear no more of this ſtuff, 
(ſaid my father :)—come, my dear, (conti- 
nued he, turning to my mother ;) let it be 
your buſineſs to prepare the punch. They 
ſay women have a good hand in the 
brewing of that Briziſh netar. When 
we have drank about three glaſſes a piece, 
the parſon may begin. However, I will not 
ſtint him to a number: he may drink alſo 
when he pleaſes in the roſtrum. A glaſs 
now and then, beſides raiſing his ſpirits, 
will mellow his tongue, and clear his 


pipe. 
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CHAP. XII. 


HE punch was well brewed, and 

ſome of it drank. The parſon 
made a motion for getting into the tub, 
The company began to compoſe them- 


ſelves for attention. Not a word louder 


than the whiz of a whiſper was heard. 
The parſon was helped into the tub by 
the two ſervants that brought it up ſtairs, 
but my father thought it unſeemly to 
leave it on a level with the floor. A ſuita- 


ble and firm ſtand was ſought for, and a 


ſtrong oak-table was pitched upon. All 
lent a hand to lift the tub with the 
parſon in it on this table. The tub now 
looked down with majeſty on the audi- 
tory : the parſon would have looked down 
alſo as majeſtically, but his face was not 
yer to the fore; there was only a proſpect 
of his hinder parts. It ſeems, he kept 
himſelf thus backwards for a few minutes 
to ſettle ſome affairs on his fronti/prece. 


The things were fixed in their ſtations, and 
he 
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he briſkly turned about with a bow of 
gentle inclination to the company. 

O marvellous ſight! yet a ſight not 
new, nor ſingular, nor ſtrange, nor ſhock- 
ing, nor frightful; but to ſome, a ſight 
of pleaſure; to others, of ſname; to all, 
of riſibility: for all could not help ſmiling 
or laughing at the ſight, how ſoever other- 
wiſe they ſtood affected to countenance, 
or diſcountenance it. 

The gentle reader muſt be curious to 
know what this ſight conſiſted of. But I 
tell him he need not · It was nothing 
more than what is frequently but too 
common. The parſon could not ſhew 
himſelf to advantage without the appen- 
dix of his favourite badge, and perhaps 
fearful that one would not ſet a ſufficient 
diſtinguiſhing mark on him, he choſe to 
adopt ſeveral ; not that he made, if you 
believe him, any interior uſe of them 
himſelf ; but that the world might be- 
leve he had them in veneration only for 
the ſake of garniſhing his outward appa- 
tel, and that beſides one of his cloth 

ſhould 
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ſhould have the ſole honour of being the 
firſt that recommended by example ſo 
commendable a taſhion, However, let 
none aforehand preſume to think he de. 
ſigned to preach on this topic: no; hi; 
diſcourſe; as will be ſeen, was quite a dif. 
ferent hing. — But to come to the main 
point. | 

His forehead was protuberant wit 
* * — ] ſce no neceſſity for being mi- ; 
nute in the deſcription of ſize and colour? In 
Each cheek had a beauty -ſpot ofß r „p 
ſmaller in proportion than the forehead-W ir 
piece, but much alike in colour. Hi p: 
chin had pendant from it ® * * ® forked in as 
the ſhape of a Jes inverted carotyliſ a 
beard. His ſhoulders were ornamented be 
with knots of“ **, and, o prodigious¶ to 


es yOu 1 3 3 


his boſom had ***, not a whit inferior of 


to the urſa major, or it might be denomi.¶ ap 
nated a buſhy-tailed comet, blazing and} 
fiery. This was his breaſt-plate, or it 
he ſhould ever be reduced to the neceſliy 
of ſtanding a ſiege, it was to fortify him 


as a parapet, or banquet, or ravelin, 0 
coun. 
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counter-guard, or lunettes, or covert- 
way, or glacis, together with berms well 
paliſaded- and fraiſed, terre-plain, ſalient 
angles, gorges, counterſcarps, Ranks, 
caſements, embraſures, traverſes, poly- 
gons, advanced towers, redoubts, baſ- 
tions and horn-works. 

It is neceſſary to inform the reader, 
that as ſpon as the parſon had brought 
about this unexpected appearance, my 
mother, aunt and ſiſter evacuated the 
place with drums beating and colours fly- 
ing. As to my grandmother, having no 
paſſions that way to be moved, or having 
as little occaſion to have them moved, as 
a blindman has for a candle to light him to 
bed, ſhe kept her poſt undiſmayed ; but 
to ſhew that ſhe ſtill made ſome grains 
of allowance for modeſty, ſhe threw her 
apron over her face, 

The parſon having now adjuſted all his 
things, was ready to give out his text, 
when Do@or Rantum ſuddenly rapt into 
extaſies, broke out, with expanded arms 

and 
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and eyes wiſtfully fixt on the central point 
of the parſon's boſom, into the tollowing 
exclamatory rhapſody. 

“ Source of our joy! Balm of human 
woe! Solace of life! Sweeteſt of nuts 
for cracking! Apricot of delicious fla- 
vour ! Pine-apple of luxuriant pleaſure! 
Fig of exquiſite charms ! Roſe of fra- 


gancy ! Violet ſcented with delight! Li- 
ly of the valley breathing perennial o. 
dours! Fair ſhrub planted by the ſide of MF 
a purling rivulet! Moſſy bank peeping . 

. 


over and inumbrating a limpid fountain 
Loadſtone of univerſal attraction ! Centri- 

petal force of bodies! Reviving electrical ſt 
fire ! The ſtateſman's political prudence! 
The butt of all ſchemes! The end of all 

negcciations! The lawyers's beſt fee th 
The phyſician's nervous fluid, animal 
ceconomy, pulſe, prognoſtics and diag: 
noſtics! The divine's morning and 
nightly book of meditations ! The phi 
loſopher's ſtone! The chymiſts ſubli- 
mate mercury! The machiniſt's com- 


pleateſt engine for evincing the poſſibility 
of 
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of perpetual motion! The general's moſt 
accurate plan for fighting a ſucceſsful 
battle! The ſoldier's ladder for ſtorming 
2 citadel by eſcalade ! The minion of po- 
tent Kings and mighty emperors ! The de- 
firable longitude of navigators! The 
bright ſtar the pilot ſteers his courſe by ! 
O conſtellation of pure radiancy, of never 
fading effulgence! How I am now elated 
to reviſit thee, and what gladneſs now 
melts my ſoul to be under the aſpect of 
thy benign influence! Ah la bonte des 
femmes ! my favourite motto! May it be 
always to. me a favourite !—P ll tell you a 


ſtory.— I will ſhew you how good, wo- 


men are :— Aye, they have been dear, 
and kind fouls to me; and I ſhould find 
the effects of their bounty with greater 
profuſion and more frequently, were it 
not ſometimes for the arch rogues their 
huſbands. Vou muſt know that the mag- 
got once took me in the head to take a 
trip to Ireland. I had long before heard 
2 deal of the opulence of ſome folks there, 
and what overgrown eſtates ſome ſquires 

and 
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and lords had. This muſt be a fine 
country, ſaid I to myſelf, to water with 
my goſpel, to raiſe fruit in, and in the 
end to reap a plentifu] harveſt. In fine, 
I arrived at Dublin, got ſoon into the 
good graces of a rich merchant's wife; 
the let me have without many preſſing ſo- 
licitations between four and five hundred 
pounds of her huſband's caſh: he had 
taken a journey from home at this time, 
and left in her care the keys of his comp- 
ting-houſe : miſſing his caſh when he 
came home, having an occaſion to pay 
off ſome bills, he aſked her what became 
of it. She plainly told him, ſhe had 
given it to me, the good and holy man! 
to diſpoſe of in charities ;—that it could 
not be better. beitowed, to make him, 
her huſband thrive in his worldly con- 
cerns; in ſhort, that it was laying up 
treaſures in heaven: the huſband craftily 
diſſembling his wicked purpoſe, pretend- 
ed to commend her piety, ſaying, that 
charity covered a multitude of fins, that 


he would be glad to converſe with the 
holy 


En 


holy man himſelf, to have the favour of 
his company the next day to dinner, and 
that probably he would make a hand- 
ſme addition to her donation. — The 
whole affair, as it paſſed, was punctually 
recounted to me; I was overjoyed, and 
did not fail, you may be ſure, to come 
to dinner. We dined very elegantly ; he 
fhewed me a good countenance ; I ſuſ- 
pected nothing amiſs. As a bottle of 
French wine was puſhing about, when the 
cloth was taken away, he aſked me very 
friouſly, his wife preſent, what money 
ſhe had given me? I told him, and that 
diſburſed in that manner it would be a 
certain means to bring them both to 
heaverr,— ** Heaven! (replied he, with 
a ſneer and look of contempt at me) I 
hope to go there without your keeping a 
farthing of my property to procure me 
admittance, —Return, I ſay, my money 


to me immediately, or I will clap you up 


aſt in Newgate;—there are bailiffs in my 
houſe, who ſhall lay hold of you this in- 


ſtant, and lodge you there.” — I was 
thunder- 


ies) 


thunderſtruck, and the good woman 
ſeemed as much aſtoniſhed as I was.— 
Recovered a ttle from my firſt ſurprize, 
I pleaded hard, that as the money was a 
free gift, it ought not to be returned, and 
that I would be anſwerable at the Great 
Dey for the charitable uſes it ſhould be put 
to. All my expoſtulations were vain ; 
the bailiffs were called in and ſeized up- 
on me; I had no other reſource leſt then Wl ty 
to deſire the merchant to come with me l ; 
to my lodgings, where his demand ſhould 
be ſatisfied ſince he would have it ſo. 1 lth 
was hurried into a hackney- coach; the N no 
whole crew wedged themſelves in along Il tr; 
with me; the merchant received his Mex; 
money back, and the bailiffs milked Eſta 
me of ten guineas, ſaying, it was little ¶ inv 
enough for huſh-money. This was not % 
all: the merchant threatened me at part- 
ing, that if he heard I remained in the 
kingdom four and twenty hours longer, 
he would have me hanged without judge 
or jury by the populace. Fearing ltkgai 
would be as good as his word; for the 
temper 
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an W temper of the ri is frequently arbitrary, 


and not to be reſtrained by laws; I went 
©, off that night in the packet-boat for Holy- 
a bead, with a firm purpoſe never to preach 
nd any more in Ireland; and ever fince I 
at © mortally hate the very name of an Jriſb- 
ut nan and his country. But as we have 
1; got upon the ſubject of the goodneſs of 
Þ- MW women, I will tell you another ory about 
en No ſiſters I was great with in Newfound- 
me Wl land. «oe 

id Pray, Doctor Rantum, (ſaid my fa- 
| W ther, taking him up ſhort,) let us hear 
the no more of your traſnh.— I think the 
ng Vißß merchant ſerved you very right. How 
his Wan a woman diſpoſe of her huſband's ſub- 
xed Wſtance ? And what man but a knave would 
ttle Yinveigle her to embezzle it? I wiſh Eng- 
not % huſbands were as vigilant to detect and 
art- ¶ ruſtrate all pious frauds : if they were, 
the ve ſhould conſtantly have an account of 
reſtitution demanded, or your doors beſet 

every day with catchpoles. I tell you 

gain, let me hear no more of your ſtuff: 


| have heard already but too much of it.“ 
yok 1h I Doctor 
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Doctor Rantum could not digeſt this 
ſevere reprimand. He began to fret, and 
fume, and ſtorm, and ſaid he would keep 
company no longer with ſuch a pack of 
unſociables. My father very bluntly de- 
ſired him to be gone. Abiit, exceſſit, evaſit, 
erupit, off he went as ſurly as you pleaſe, 
and did not ſpeak one word more till he 
got to the dining- room door, when, by 
way of farewell, he threatned the whole 
company with hell fire, and ſaid he might 
revenge his cauſe too, in this life; for 
that he and Doctor Scarum could raiſe be. 
tween them in their ſeveral departments 
a body of ſixty thouſand combatants, 

Al! were glad he was gone, believing 
they ſhould have no ſatisfaction in the 
ſermon, if he was ſuffered to continue at 
the rate he began. His rodomontades, in 
ſpite of fate, would be for breaking out; 
and what muſt become of the preacher's 
diſcourſe amidſt ſuch a heap of interrup- 
tion? The remaining ſpirits ſeemed 


more tractable, and not ſo prone to inter. 
rupt upon proper warning given them, 0 
| - bridle 
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bridle their tongues. However, my fa- 
ther, to make void, it poſſible, all ex- 
ceptions againſt the parſon or his ſermon, 
requeſted his reverence to recommit his 
*** * to the repoſitory from whence they 
came, and if he had nothing ſmutty to 
ay, when thoſe effects were once ſecreted, 
himſelf would call up his wife, ſiſter and 
daughter, and with them all his domeſtics, 
The parſon complied, acknowledging that 
his conſcience tender and ſcrupulous now 
began to break off his attachment to the 
badge of , and that it was bad to 
ſcandalize weak brethren, which he would 
take care never to do again. He aſſured 
them he had nothing offenſive of chaſte 
cars to offer, and required no other favour 
than a patient and attentive hearing. Here- 
upon, the ladies reſumed their places, and 
Tom, Jobn, Nick, Margery, Mary and Nan 
came gaping in after them, Nota bene, 
t will ſerve no purpoſe to deſcribe the at- 
itudes and other oratorial airs and graces 
te parſon put himſelf into and affected 


before and after he ſpoke, as follows. 
12 CHA P. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


N the poet Gay's monument in V. 

minſter- Abbey, you will find theſe 
- words cut in black letters, 
Life is a jeſt; and all things ſhew it; 
I thought ſo once, but now I know it.“ 


How is life a jeſt ?—Not one in ten 
thouſand will ſay it is Every indivi. 
dual, from the king to the beggar, if they 
declare their real ſentiments, will tell you 
that they love to live and to live well.— 
Nay, the archb——þp believes it as firmly 
as his Creed, that it is infinitely better to 
be a live coal-heaver than a dead miniſter 
of ſtate. Life then is not a jeſt; that 
is, living, whereby we underſtand a power 
to move the machinery of our bodies, 
health to invigorate this motion, good 
cheer to ſupport it, warm cloathing to 
cheriſh it, and when the alternative of reſi 
ſeems requiſite, a ſoft, compact and even 
bed to wind up its ſpring with refreſh 


ment, None of theſe particulars are 2 
jeſt, 
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jeſt, neither in, nor by themſelves imme- 
diately do they afford matter for being 
jeſted at; they are all according to nature's 
preſcript, and as ſuch, very good, and of 
real uſe. 

. Conſidering the affair in this light, the 
inference juſtly drawn would be, that the 
poet was miſtaken in his aſſertion of life's 
being a jeſt. I dare ſay he was not. His 
meaning could be no other, than that the 
manner of life, and not life itſelf, is a jeſt. 
This muſt therefore be the hinge whereby 
the door hangs, which we ſhall open for 
admittance to the receſſes of whatever is 
contained in the text; ſo that, paſſing in 
review the ſeveral parts, four compleat 
diviſions will muſter themſelves in exact 
order ; Firſt, that the manner of life is a 
jeſt : Secondly, that the far greater num- 
ber of implements calculated for life ſhew 
how ridiculous they make it: Thirdly, 
that ſome time or other, we cannot help 
thinking of the follies and vain purſuits 
of life: and, Fourthly, that from our 
own experience we are ſenſible at laſt, 

v'2 how 
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how much we have jeſted and have been 
made jeſts of. In this point will be par- 
ticularly diſcuſſed, the jeſter's plan of ope- 
rations on the jeſtee, and the meaſures 
ſometimes adopted by the latter to change 
his ſituation, which is nothing elſe than a 
retorting of the argument, and making 
a butt for himſelf in his turn.ä— The whole 
will conclude with an exhortatory perora- 
tion, which may obtain its end as much 
as a great many of the morals ſubjoined 
to AMſoßp's fables, or the Grand Mogul' 
ſpeech to the Rajahs of the mountains, or 
the requeſt of a lady of honour to a noble 
Lord not to be rude with her, or thun— 
dering Britiſh legions ſent at any time to 
demoliſh the French in Germany, or laws 
barely enacted againſt bribery and corrup- 
tion, or remonſtrances concerning the 
danger of bankruptcy from the impracti- 
cability in proceſs of time of paying the 
intereſt of the nation's debt, or the juſt 
ſuit of a family made paupers in Chancery, 
or complaints againſt enormous extortions 
under the decent appellations of fees and 


per- 
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perquiſites, or piles of ceremonial addreſſes 
lifted up in the air on the wings of paper- 
kites, or in fine, the expoſtulation of a 
bp in a paſtoral letter to the clergy 
of his dioceſs touching their unhypocri- 
tical fervour to give ſcandal, by a mockery 
of many of the received religious dog- 
mas, and by being too palpably the carnal 
and animal man St. Paul ſpeaks of, and 
therefore little ſcrupling to card, dice, 
ſpeak bawdy, drink, ſmoke and take ſnuff 
in public company. 

That the manner of life is 2 jeſt, will 
be obvious to every one who can be induced 
to entertain ſomething of a notion, that 
whilſt infinite pains are taken about the 
body, to embelliſh it, to pamper it ; none, 
or very little are taken about the ſoul. 
The reaſon is, becauſe the generality in 
this reſpect, argue with themſelves as Sad- 
duſaical Jews. When we once die, 
lay they, there's an end of us; therefore 
let us make good uſe of the preſent, and 
enjoy the pleaſures we moſtly reliſh. As 
tor the ſoul, if there be any ſuch thing, 

I 4 we 
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we know ſo little of it, that we rob the 
more important concerns of the body, of 
the time we beſtow upon it 1n idle diſcep- 
tations, and fitting it for improvement by 
vague conceptions of moral maxims.“ 
Hence it is, that the poor ſoul is made a 
Jeſt of, all its faculties ſcoffed at, and its 
whole ſubſtance ridiculed as ſo inſignifi- 
cant, that it is judged to be one of the 
lighteſt things in the world, as light as 
thiſtle-down, and therefore of no value in 
either credits or debits, of little or no ac- 
count among men, ſcarce one in twenty 
thouſand caring a ruſh for it.— l would 
lay with any one of this good congrega- 
tion half a dozen of wine and a leaſh of 
fowls, that if a ſoul was offered to any 
pawn-broker within the bills of mortality, 
he would not lend a ſingle groat on it, no 
not even, if this ſoul was endowed with a 
full catalogue of all virtues and ſciences : 
for not one of thoſe virtues and ſciences 
nicely weighed in an accurate ballance 
would amount to the hundred thouſandth 
part of a grain: ſo the pawn-broker in a 

jeſting 
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jeſting mood, would ſay; and if fo, vir- 
tue or ſcience would be of no value in his 
opinion, conſequently the ſoul, the ſubject 
of virtue and ſcience, would be worth no- 
thing, or according to our text, the ob- 
ject of a mere jeſt. 

It will be next to an impoſſibility to 
elucidate how the manner of lite is a jeſt, 
unleſs things and perſons are introduced ; 
ſo that the ſecond point, and indeed the 


third and fourth of the diviſion muſt take 


place, —As I was ruminating a few nights 
ago upon materials to make them out, of 
which none ſeemed ſatisfactory enough to 
me, I was ſuddenly ſeized with a fit of 
drowſineſs. The ſight of pen, ink and 
paper was no longer agreeable. In ſhort, 
[ went to bed, fell aſleep, and in a dream, 
Sit is very probable it was nothing elſe, 
I imagined * myſelf tranſported to the 
utmoſt boundaries of the north, where, 
according to common report, many things 


* The better part of this ſermon, if it can be 
called a ſermon, is an imitation of a Menippean ſatyr 
of Heinſius. 


are 
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are practiſed by occult arts, which among 
the politer ſort would ſcarce be credibk, 
It may be thought an odd jeſt in me 
to jumble three points ſlap-daſh into one, 
and a more odd, if not an aſtoniſhing 
Jeſt, to preach my dreams; but it is what 
moſt of my cloth uſually do : they even 
preach dreaming, ſcarce ever thoroughly 
awake; and tho' in this manner they are 
jeſting with their matter, and jeſting upon 
their auditors, if you bring them to a ſort 
of reſuſſitation out of their coma ſomnolen- 
tum, by a ſmart compreſſion of their noſes, 
by the application of an ignited poker to 
their fundamental parts, by running ſplin- 
ters into the quick under their nails, and 
by hitting the bone of their elbows a fu- 
rious knock with an iron bar; they will 
ſwear to you on the thirty-nine articles, 
if you believe them, that they were all the 
while in earneſt. —Be it ſo: but I know 
ſome alſo, who, full as watchful as cats 
after mice, preach ſo as to ſeem cornuted 
like Hlvanus, or bleſſed with compleat 


dimenſions of aſſes ears in the taſte of 
Midas, 
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Midas. Propitious Heaven preſerve us 
from the malignant breath of their noſ- 
trils And now, to make my own apo- 
logy, if any of the jeſting viſions I am 
going to recount, ſhould ſeem deficient 
in point of coherency, let it be known to 
all here preſent, that it is cuſtomary with 
a ſleeper to remit much of his judgment, 
and not manage things analytically in 
Hegarth's got. The face is not exact, 
unleſs conformable to the ſymmetry of 
elegance; nor the body, unleſs juſtly 
proportioned. But ſleep little regards the 
preſerving of this harmonious excellence: 
often it miſapprehends the form, often 
the manner, and moſt commonly con- 
founds the order of time and facts. 

Now to reſume the thread of my diſ- 
courſe. —— There was, as it appeared, 
where I was conveyed, a huge and vaſtly 
high rock, which by its lower part, broke 
the fury of the ſwelling ſurges of the ſea, 
but its ſummit, what I little expected in 
this Hyperborean region, was variegated 
with the gayeſt flowers, and molt delight- 

ful 
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ful herbage : neither was it deſtitute of 
trees, and ſome evergreen ſhrubs, which 
were taught by the curious fimplicity of 
nature to digeſt themſelves into regular 
confuſion, and by their-ſupplely clinging 
branches to form a diverſity of the moſt 
pleaſing arbours. 

Whilſt charmed by this charming ſcene, 
with eager eyes I explored all its beauties, 
ſome women advanced full in view. Their 
conductreſs was the neateſt, prettieſt thing 
I ever ſaw. I ſaluted her with a low bow, 
and to obtain a ſpecimen of her art, which 
I knew would facilitate the order of the 
jeſting meditations I was muſing upon 
before I went to bed, I took courage, and 
addreſſed her in theſe words. Thou fair- 
eſt of all fair, can'ſt thou not from this 
exalted place of ſpeculation, exhibit for 
me in full light, the intire globe of the 
earth with its inhabitants?” She ſmiling 
a ſmile inexpreſſibly ſweet, and not ſeem- 
ing to require many intreaties, ſets about 
an incantation, and with uncommon ra- 


pidity tranſports me and her attendants to 
| the 
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the globe of the moon. Here the moon 
herſelf, ſuch as ſhe is deſcribed by poets, 
firſt meets us, and having given and re- 
ceived pledges of ſafety, was pleaſed to 
favour me with her hand. So ſoon as I 
had ſurveyed her all over with curious 
looks: Hail, venerable lady! (faid I,) 
the parent of all ſcare-crows, ſprites, bug- 
bears, and dreams; the promotreſs of all 
jeſts, queer humours, and odd fancies : 
the directreſs of all ſchemers, enthuſiaſts, 
and whip-ſillybub contrivers : the con- 
dureſs of all feather-heads, ſcattered- 
brains, and hare-brains; the vis motrix of 
all frolics, gambols, vagaries, reveries, 
deliriums, and phrenſies. Hail, I ſay 
again, ever revered matron! Tell! O 
tell me! whether any of our Britons feel 
the powers cf thy gladning influence!“ 
She made no reply, but pointing forwards, 
and making other ſigns to follow her, led 
us to an apartment of her orb, ſituate to 
the eaſt, from which I could ſee not only 
every particular country and city of the 


ſubterjacent earth, but alſo men, and what 
each 
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each perſon did, as if really tranſacted in 
my preſence. My joy was great, think- 
ing I ſhould be made as well informed a 
contemplant as Charon in Lucian. 

And, indeed, I could plainly ſee how 
the multifarious jeſts in life were tranſact- 
ed. Some I ſaw weeping, others laugh- 
ing; ſome in a great hurry about doing 
ſomething, and yet doing nothing ; ſome 
overjoyed in wedding an agreeable ſpouſe, 
others as joyful in performing her funeral 
obſequies. The Engliſh and French wiſhed 
for peace, the petty German princes hated 
nothing ſo much; ſome had an inſatiable 
thirſt after riches, and thoſe, I found, 
were the far greater number: others rioted 
and debauched away their incomes or ac- 
quiſitions, or what they ſuddenly and pro- 
fuſely laviſhed, they were as eager by new 
lucrative meaſures to recover. Thus alike 
from luxury and poverty, there were al- 
ways tranſitions to wiſhes. Some with a 
well ſcented pack of hounds of their own 
training, were conſtantly hunting down 


places or penſions, others tacitly wiſhed 
that 
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that their lives might be prolonged to an 
hundred years and upwards, and with this 
proviſo, that afterwards they would be 
ſatisfied to expire by any ſort of fate, tho? 
ever ſo i ignominious or diſaſtrous. There 
were not wanting, who by a no leſs un- 
reaſonable wiſh, coveted to have Gyges's 
magic ring, by the virtue of which, ma- 
king themſelves, whenever they pleaſed, 
inviſible, they might at full liberty, play 
the pranks they moſtly delighted in. 
The orators of the Robinhood whetted 
their tongues in deteſtation of Deiſm and 
Arianiſm, to evince the reaſonableneſs of 
the Athanaſian Creed. The critics, like 
ſooth-ſayers, were forming conjectures 
concerning the extrinſic merit of each co- 
temporary author. With faces averſe 
from theſe, I could diſcover the tribe of 
poets going to bed ſupperleſs, whether 
through their own fault, or that of the 
times, I ſhall leave undecided. Coffece- 
houſe politicians averred for matter of 
fact, that certain ſtateſmen were greater 
knaves than fools, and that ſtock-jobbers, 

| place- 
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placemen, the corruptors and the corrupted 
were as much as ever the mode. Lawyers, 
according to their wonted cuſtom, a cuſ- 
tom never to be unlearned, much leſs to 
be forgot by them, ſowed the ſeeds of new 
ſuits, and already by hope devoured their 
clients goods and chattels. Some phyſi- 
cians and apothecaries had many an ach- 
ing heart, becauſe no epidemical ſickneſs 
raged: it was not ſo with the quacks; 
none of their brows lowred with melan- 
choly; on the contrary, all ſeemed to 
pride themſelves in the ſucceſs. of their 
cathartics, drops, powders, pills and ſu- 
gar-plumbs. As for divines, I had no 
great inclination to canvas their conduct, 
well remembering that it is the height of 
prudence neither to meddle nor make with 
them. But unleſs one is converſant with 
Homer, it will be a difficult raſk to ſet 
this matter in a proper light. We ſee in 
his poem how Jupiter with one and the 
ſame pair of eyes views different nations, 
eſpecially the Moguls, Tartars, Laplanders, 


Samoeids and Hottentots: nothing obſtructs 
| | his 
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his ſeeing alſo the chain that binds faſt the 
Zb and fome of the G territo- 
ries together, were it not that he did not 
much chuſe it : this was my caſe with di- 
vines : I deteſt nothing ſo much as caſting 
in their teeth their ſtrenuous endeavours 
for promoting and defending the J-w-a-Cts; 
for it is no buſineſs of mine to animadvert 
on them, if at any time by their appro- 
bation, even Turks, Arabs and Philiſtines 
ſhould be adopted into the rights and 80 
vileges of B—s._ 

This diverſity of jeſts, from whatror 
ſource they flowed, were then-depending 
on the deciſion of my judgment. When, 
therefore, I had collated what I had ſeen, 
and made an exact eſtimation of the whole : 
„Sure, (ſaid I,) nothing can be more 
fooliſh than this world! Yet, this is that 
which we quit with floods of tears; from 
vhich we depart with as much anxiety as 
if we were going to the gallows z for the 
lake of which we cannot abide the thoughts 
of death; out of which ſometimes. arbi- 
rarily ſome proud conceited ſtateſman, 

Vol. II. K who 
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who ſees nothing but a faint ſhadow of 
dignity, with a viſage unaffably compoſed 
to ſeverity and gravity, not, unlike an old 
woman over a cloſe · ſtool, grunting, grow- 
ling, and grinning to get rid of a hard- 
bound belly, diſpatches a learned and fa- 
cetious man. This ſame brow - beater, 
fhould he be attacked by a flight indifpa- 
fition, or ſhould Parca, the beſt of the 
Heatheniſh Goddeſſes, crack her knuckles 
over his head, immediately bidding fare- 
well to all his ftate-tricks, and at the third 
ſob, for he ſeldom can fetch more, he ex- 
tends his rigid heels. 
Nothing is more certain than the equa- 
ty which muft awaic all mankind after 
this life. —— Notwithſtanding here below, 
the kings, -who boaſt themſelves conque- 
rors, aſſume faces of haughty arrogance, MW 
whilſt:the conquered have no other conſo- fad 
lation left than that of deploring their la- n 
mentable fituation. This earth is the "at! 
theatre, the circus, the ſcene of fate. Al 
filly baubles here ſome time or other 


come into ruins. Boys nn 
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at caſtle-building ſhew an example of thoſs 

jeſts of fortune. They now raiſe aloft the 
le and now with wanton feet kick it 
down. Here often one day mocks, but 
no day conſumes the trifling hopes of am- 
bitious courtiers. Life not only deſerts 
them in the height of fruition, but eveh 
deceives them before they can reach the 
end of the deſigned courſe. _ 

And that it may be permitted me to take 
for pattern ſome of our modern authors, 
who begin in the buſkin, and end in the 
ſock; or ſome others, who are wont to 
* begin an elaborate diſſertation on the ana- 
wer womy of leeks or garlick, but end ſhatne- 
nl folly in laviſh comtnendations of a pet- 
ticoat, 
10e Here alſo 1 ſaw the moſt infipid follies ; 
ſo faftions concerning politics and religion; ; 
h-. n ocean of animoſities ; ſtrife, ſudden 
che fatred, and jealouſies; ſometimes propo- 
Au als of peace, but anger finding a ſecond 
cher ent in concert with knaviſh contrivances 
ying for ſubverting the native rights of liberty. 

u uch a farce, I am certain, was never 

K 2- ſo 
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ſo well acted by the mimic jeſters of Bar- 
tholomew-fair. — 

Well fare the heart of. mother Nature, 
who was pleaſed we ſhould come into the 
world weeping ! We are never indeed leſs 
ſubject to make a jeſt of truth, than when 
we begin life with tears; unleſs Democritus 
may Wt us to, reaſon, who, when he 
had extricated his poſteriors from the rod 
at ſchool, - and had afterwards ſeen the 
world, choſe to prefer lau ghter : for what- 
ever nature has made, wit deviſed, or 
opinion recommended to man, cannot 
reſcue itſelf from contempt. _ . 

But to return to thoſe poſſeſſed with the 
demon of ambition. Not one of this ne 
tride of ſycophants, whom I accurately W © 
obſerved, but hoped for ſomething of a Hof 

very extraordinary nature, which when i a 
obtained, like a beggar ſent packing from (cri 
a door with an alms, yet, as if his pouch ties 
was never lined with a cruſt, he again Wh 
fatigued Heaven, troubleſome to others, ¶ anti 
and ſeemingly a burden to himſelf. Noi rs 
one alſo was furniſhed with ſuch a ſtoch H 
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of human prudence, or was ſo converſant 
with life, as not to turn out often the dupe 
of his own artifice. Sometimes good po- 
litical views. were defeated by the pleaſing 
interpoſition of money, to which it is a 
very fruitleſs endeavour to oppoſe judg- 
ment or canning, much leſs probity; 

In the mean time, as certain things ap- 
peared not ſufficiently, my conductreſs 
e from the region beyond the polar circle, 
t. W drew out of her boſom a. microſcopic pair 
or of ſpectacles, which ſhe ſaid would diſcover 
ot che moſt minute particle in very diſtant 
objects. I ſoon learned from her the man- 
ner of ſeeing through them, and: the mo- 
ment I plyed my eyes with them in order 
to diſcover the ſingularities of the manner 
of jeſting in the multiplicity of objects 
that preſented themſelves: Heavens! 

(cried I,) to what abſurdities are fuperflui- 

ties in apparel and equipage grown to ? 

What flagrant teſtimonies of fooling away 

national wealth do I ſee in legible charac- 

ters on the books of all. the ſtate offices? 

How monſtrous are the ſhapes of luxurious 

| K 3 living? 
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living ? But fuch jeſts are became the 
faſhion ; there is no ſtemming the tide of 
them: clocks and watches will ſtand till, 
before luxury ceaſes in a great city, when 
once it has paſſed into example, and ga- 
thered ſtrength from emulation.“ 

It was this, thau charmer, (ſaid 1, 
turning to my conductreſs z) it was theſe 
gaudy netions that prevailed on our Eu- 
glißc ladies to deſpiſe their neat ſimplicity 
in apparel, and recommend themſelves in 


ing empty-ſkulPd coxcomb. May the 
genii, guardians of liberty, grant, that the 
contagion. of this infamy ſpread not over 
the nation, and that Engiyþ women in 
fome years. hence, conceive not and be de- 
hvered of thoſe: they imitate !** 

But what, O fair one} (added I,) are 
thoſe-nice, delicate, pretty things that flut- 
ten about in yon corner like ver ſicolour but- 
torflies?“ © They are virgins, (anſwered 
ſhe, }or rather they-paſs for fuch. Put on 
Mur ſpectacles, and you willi ſre with what 


gojery chex jeſt, Pon, laugh, ogle and 


make 


French airs. to the addreſſes of every flaunt- 
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make aſfignations with their gallants. Tf- 
any of them chance to embrace the matri- 
monial ftate, about which they are very 
indifferent, it generally happens that their 
husbands foreheads, like an abſceſs; gather 
into 4 point, of which phenomenon you 
„may read ſome anecdotes, in a future edi - 
e don of mother Sbipton's prophecies. In 
„che ſtare of virginity, they uſually make 
y 
n 


choice of one, tõ whom they ſend an off- 
ſpring as his own. The real father, for 

t- nemory divided amongſt {6 great a multi- 
ic Wl tide muſt often be embaraſſed, lurks mo- 
ie Wl deftly concealed ; or if called in qdeſtion, 
er le anſwers, ſo dubious in affair canner be 
in well cleared up. It was bur lately, that # 
certain fair nympk, à few weeks after her 
eſpouſals, and pretty eatly in the morning; 
began to make à few complaints of the 
gtipes. The fame day her pains enerea- 
ing in ſo manifeſt a manner; as to declare 
what they pdrtended ; the phyſician called 
for; no Ill man in thik-main,. but as many 
the brothertiood; a ndvice at his art, and 
K4 whoſe 
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whoſe -diſcerning faculties required to be 
| hammered out a- ne on the Diagnoſtic an- 
vil, pronounced in terms ſcientific, that 
poor madam was grievouſly afflicted with 
the tympanites dropſy. He preſcribed 
accordingly.; but a midwife in half an 
hour after radically cured the malady. It 
was the papa's own child, as like him as 
two eggs each other. None pretended to 
diſpute the truth. It had ſome reſem- 
blance of man, a common animal in this 
world, but not much thanked, eſpecially 
when born Tan to the father's expec- 
tation.” 
I am not aſtoniſhed, ( replied I;) 
foreign manners have infected our ſancti- 
ty. Lewdneſs is authorized among us by 
the ſpecious appellations of innocent gal- 
lantry and delicate refinement in love. 
What now is become of our ancient ſimpli- 
city ? ſweet ſimplicity ! How I wiſh to ſee 
thee in thy native modeſty.— Then rolling 
- earneſtly my eyes in all directions, I poured 
out a ſupplication in the following _— 
whic 


r 
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which ſavoured much, as I then n 
of Homer's ſpirit. 


Pulchra ò ſimplicitas f beata virgo ! 
Tu vincis radios nitore Phcebes, 
Tu ſtellas ſuperas decore cunctas. f 


Thou pureſt of virgins, O ſimplicity ! 
Thy beauties excel the beauties of the moſt 
beautiful lily. Under thy benign pro- 
tection the earth was formerly ſafe. Love, 
probity and faith influenced by thee, 
reigned in the hearts of mankind. Frauds, 
even the ſuſpicion of frauds, by the aweful 
majeſty of thy brow, fled afrighted into 
unknown climes. Thou alone doſt im- 
part to thy votaries ſecure minds, ſincere 
breaſts, and the great depoſitum of un- 
conſcious guilt. In whatſoever tract of 
the world, thou haſt ſecluded thyſelf from 
mortal eyes; thou, who waſt once the pride 
and glory of Britons, whether luxury, or 
the anxious madneſs of poſſeſſing, or am- 
bition the parent of falſchood, have by de- 


t Dr. More's Minocardia. 
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eee fullied thy ancient ſplendor, O vir- 


gin! once more ſhew the charms of thy 
gladning countenance, and propitiouſly 
regard the prayers of thy ſappliant.” 
When 1 kad put an end to this prayer, 
I gave a ſpring to my body, and catching 
hold of the branches of a neighbouring 
tree, 1 elimbed to the top with great agility. 
It was a ſtately fir, ſuch as the ſleep of 
Homer is ſaid to have aſcended in mount 
Ida, . Vaſtly tall, and ſhooting through 
the air, reached the very ſky.” Stationed 
thus for ſpeculation, by the blaze of 
lighted flambeau, and the help of tlie ſpec- 
tacles, whoſe faithfal repreſentation I had 
already experienced, I pointed my eyes 
into all the private feceſſes on the earth, 
full of the hopes of diſeovering the virgin 
fimplicity. My conductreſs, who had 
followed me up the tree, afked whar I was 
ſo intent upon: I told her; © Piſh! (cried 
ſhe) fimplicity is gone back to heaven; ſhe 
Has ceaſtd to exiſt on earth for ſome cen- 
wifies paſt : hut ſhe did not make het exit, 
till the human rate put a fool's coat on 
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her, and made a jeſt of her in all places.” 
Whilft I was muſing ot the information 
my conductreſs was pleated to give me, 2 
voice was heard calling us down from the 
top of the tree. It feems, as I learned 
when we rejoined the company, a mefien. 
ger was arrived in poſt-haſte ro acquaint 
madam Moon, that a certain ge 
who had ſame affaits of the greateſt. im- 
portance to communicate, would ſoon wait 
upon her. We brufhed up: ous faces, ad- 
juſted our garments, and ſet things in or- 
der for his reception. At laſt, a comehj 
looking young man in a long trailing 
gown made his appearance. Between ad- 
miration and curioſity, I was whiſpered by 
wy condndreſs, that this was the Taft 
comet aſtronomers ard other ftar-gazers 
made ſuch bungling conjectures abvac; 
Then PL who, according tw the ſencimenta 
of the Staics, remembered that they were 
reputed intelligent fouls, took the liberty 

of addrefling im in theſe words. 
May the heavens bleſs. ydu, my lord 
Haimy-Pute! Prithee tell me, whence come 
you, 
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you, and where are you going ? Have Sir 
{jaac Newton and Doctor Halley been right 
in their calculations about you? What is 
Monſieur Deſcartes now a doing, who 
would have us believe that the whole 
heaven was compoſed of round ſtones, and 
ſubtil matter, and that your ſpecies was 
concreted out of a coalition of planets ? Are 
all things now ſafe? When do you intend 
to appear again? The whole world when 
you did, were fond of faſtening their eyes 
on you, tho* what you are moſtly admired for 
is not new, and many on the earth as well 
as your lordſhip, drag a tail after them. 
Which of them reſembles you moſt is not 
ſo eaſy to determine: for all, who with 
vaſt anxiety of mind, and labour of body, 
accumulate the wealth they keep under 
lock and key; and all, who for ſome 
iniquitous place under any iniquitous 


government, can fawn upon, and ſtoop, 


and baſely cringe; and all, who pay their 
adorations to ſome old idol for his, or her 
eſtate or money, have tails as compleat as 

n lordſhip. Had only one miſer among 


us, 
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us, or a corruptor devoid of all ſhame, or 
the ſpoiler of his neighbour's bed, or ſenſe- 
leſs rake, made their appearance once in 
ten years, all would run to the ſight, as to 
the ſhew of a man jumping into a quart- 
bottle: now a ſatiety of the error and 
madneſs cuts ſhort the abſurdity, and our 
admiration.” 

His lordſhip made no direct reply to my 
comment, but digreſſing to other things, 
ſaid, with a countenance rather auſtere 
than placid. Remember friend, that 
many of your countrymen ſo live their 
lives, that nothing in a great meaſure ſeems 
wanting to coinpleat their happineſs but 
probity. Many of them never marry, but 
keep miſtreſſes diſcretionally. If you ob- 
ſerve how ſeveral of them ſpend their time, 
you will find that the day inſenſibly glides 
away between ſleep, ſauntering viſits, the 
pleaſures of the table and gaming, either 
of which laſt amuſements they uſually 
protract till late at night, and ſometimes 
till the light of the next day bids them re- 
tire with ſname. With regard to religion, 

tho? 
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tho the leaſt of their concern, ſome of 
them live full of faith ; but it is a faith, 
ſeldom or ever productive of what can be 


praperly called a good work. Certainly, 
that religion muſt be ſweet and popular to 


every man, which he reliſhes moſt: no 


matter what cook invented or prepared the 
ſauce,—it will go down: — but if a weak 
appetite requires ſomething of the /timnlus 
of the haut-goit, he may add, till he thinks 
it quite palatable, ſome few hundred drams 
of liceutiauſueſt, which will totally eradi- 
cate all remorſe of conſcience, and give 
him a genuine idea of the moſt faſhionable 
ſyſtem in religion. Their taſte for learn- 
ing is much of a piece with their religion; 
far you may ſwear that they ſtrive in this 
reſpect to appear what they are not, that 
18, critics, the only character now a man 
ſhould aim at, if he is willing to gain the 
applauſe due to the accuracy of a ſound 
judgment. Scarce one in ten thouſand 
would diveſthimſelt of his darling ſelf- love, 
to confeſs ingenuouſly that he is no con- 
noiſſeur in the matter; and hence it is that 

. moſt 
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moſt of your learned elubs and ſogiaties 
pride themſelves in the preſidentſhip of 
ſome baker, taylor, cobler, or ſtage-buffoon, 
who trouble themſelves bur little about un · 
derſtanding the real merit of any learned 
production, provided others ſeem iativied 
with their deciſive pretenſions, or that they 
are allowed to behave with ſcoptical arro- 
_ and call in queſtion the moſt ſacred | 
truthg.“ | 

After this grave diſcourſe, his lordthip 
vrinkled his noſe and forchead, and gave 
a tripple ſhrug of his ſhaulders as a ſignal 
either of ſelf-approbation, or that he had 
a mind to be more loquacious, It was the 
latter I found he aimed at; for turning a- 
gain to me: This year, (ſaid he, with 
great earneſtneſs in his looks.) all madmen 
will run mad, among whom, in my opi- 
nion, jeſters of all denominations are the 
greateſt. How ſo? (ſaid I, interrupting 
him,) jeſters are rather knaves than mad- 
men or fools.” —* True, (anſwered he) one 
ſhould think ſo ; becauſe. they do a deal of 


harm by malice propenſe, | in their perfect 
ſenſes, 
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ſenſes, with all their wits about them, and 
quite alive, knowing thoroughly, and 
plainly ſeeing: but they are not therefore 
the leſs mad. — They do not act according 
60 reaſon ; and whenever it ſo happens, 
they are mad to all intents and purpoſes.” 
— Your aim (ſaid I,) is, I apprehend, 
to eſtabliſn the paradox, that it is madneſs 
to treſpaſs againſt the decorum of pure and 
ſtrict morality. But without ſuch refi- 
ned notions, I would be glad to know your 
ſentiments upon jeſting; it is the very 
thing I want to have cleared up.” 

Here his lordſhip pauſed, or ſtudied, or 
meditated with ſhut eyes and a down bent 
head. A profound ſilence reigned, and e- 
very one of the company ſtood motionleſs FF « 
like ſtatues, till they heard him ſay, ** The IF | 
very thing you want to have cleared up.” r 
---Aye, here it is.---Jeſting is two-fold; h 
ſome jeſt upon others, and ſome jeſt upon IF t: 
themſelves. The jeſters upon others per- c 
form their part in word or deed; the m 
jeſters upon themſelves prejudice their own ¶ or 
welfare by their incongruities in life. uy 

” | 1 
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will eaſily perceive the diſtinguiſhing 
marks of each character in what I ſhall in- 
ſtance in. 

In the act of * upon others, there 
is a difference between circumventing them 
in buſineſs, and circumventing them in 
diſcourſe. The jeſter circumvents the 
jeſtee in diſcourſe, when he means one 
thing and ſays another; when he palliates 
huge lies with a ſpecious plauſibility; or, 
when by Socratic inductions, of which the 
credibility cannot be evaded, he forces him 
in the winding up, to acknowledge as 
honeſt and well meaning truth, a long 
chain of monſtrous abſurdities. This pe- 
tulant, tho* ſeemingly undeſigning humour 
of the jeſter, is taken as a ſignal affront 
by the jeſtee, when not once or twice, but 
may be, a hundred times, he has found 
himſelf the dupe of his own credulity, and 
the object of the jeſter's deriſion. He de- 
clares open war againſt him, and if ever he 
makes peace, he Hatters himſelf it muſt be 


on the following conditions,” 
Vol., II. | L © That 
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That no jeſter ſhall pretend to be ſupe- 


rior in ſenſe to another perſon.” 

That every jeſter in diſcourſe, and 
treating with another upon any ſubject 
whatſoever, ſhall declare nothing but the 
naked truth.” 

That every jeſter ſhall avoid all equi- 
vocation and mental reſervation, and that 
he ſhall not pretend he thought it was ſo, 
or that this or that perſon averred it as mat 
ter of fact.? 

That every jeſter ſhall totally relin- 
ouiſh all enigmatical kinds of expreſſions ; 
that his ideas ſhall be tranſmitted to the 
ears of his auditors in the vehicle of com- 
mon terms, agreed upon and allowed by 
all to ſignify ſuch and ſuch things, and 
that he ſhall upon no pretext whatever, 
call a collected body of wiſe ſenators a 
junto of ſycophants. — A privy council, a 
ſet of working tools. --- A ſtateſman, a 
grinder down of the ſtings of conſcience. 
— A bench of judges, a wench's under I bu 
petticoat. A court of chancery, an ir- ¶ the 


remeable labyrinth. — A lawyer, an imp I aſk 
with 
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with ſeven miſchiefs in his heart. A 
Tom-T--rdm-n, a bunch of roſes. _—— A 
B p, Ab la moleſſe !---A pluraliſt, a 
pot- bellied jugg always ſtooping to receive. 
A pariſn- rector, a cucumber.---A fine 
lady, a marcid tulip.---A coxcomb, a f- t 
a ſtock- jobber, Belxebub's right-hand 
. man. — Church-wardens and overſeers, 
; ſinking funds of charities for the poor, — 
A trading juſtice, a cock-bawd, c. 
Cc. Sc.” 

- 4 ſhall not produce examples for you 
of jeſters upon others and themſelves in 
ie WW deed, which is the art of circumventing in 
n- Wl buſineſs; becauſe, go where you will, 
y deal with whom you will, keep company 
with whom you will, you will always find 
cheats, lyars, corruptors, ſycophants, 
miſers, ſpendthrifts, debauchees, pimps, 
bawds and paraſites, all artfully inter- 
mingled with the beſt.” 

That no jeſters or circumventors in 
buſineſs, might be able to play tricks upon 
the honeſt and innocent, his lordſhip was 
aſked, how ſuch ſhould be knoyn, and 

L 2 what 


(148) 


what was the beſt method to prevent their 
ill deſigns ? They are eaſily known 
by their works, (anſwered he,) but to pre- | 
vent their machinations taking effect be- 
fore you know them, will be a very ardu- 
ous taſk, unleſs you have confirmed your- 
ſelf in a fixed reſolution of dealing with all 
the world as rogues : however, a variety of 
caſes will make that precaution, unneceſ- 
ſary, ſelfiſh, or abſurd.” His lordſhip be- 
ing again aſked, by what means a perſon 
in England may become ſuddenly rich ? 
* By Bankruptcy ; (laid he.) What is 
the moſt difficult thing in theſe times ? 
Not to write a ſatyr. What is the moſt 
fooliſh ? To provoke thoſe that can.- What 
is the cheapeſt commodity now at market ? 
Blind nuts and wiſe men; neither are ever 
made lords of the Tr——ſ—ry. —Who 
are the moſt miſerable ? The moſt honeſt , 
for conſcience always forces them out of 
the world's byaſs: they can never play 
the hypocrite themſelves, neither do they 
pry into what hypocrites have on the car- 
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of all the nations in Europe? Becauſe ſhe 
is too ealily prevailed upon by them to 
part with her money. Why are miniſters 
of ſtate uſually hated ? Becauſe they lay it 
down as a maxim to betray always their 
truſt. Why are B—ps generally afflicted 
with the gout? Becauſe they live not now 
as in the primitive ages of the church, 
upon the charities of the faithful. — How 
is it that P-rf{-ns are ſuch paſſionate in- 
amoratoes of their pipes and bottles? They 
would fain paſs from a cold, or lukewarm 
ſtate to all the intenſeneſs of fervent devo- 
tion. What ſhould folks be very cautious 
about in London? Taylors bills; for tho* 
they write and ſpell ill, they have acquired 
the art of making good and legible figures, 
——- What is the greateſt ſcandal to the 
B nation? The multiplicity of its 
perplexed laws. What may be the reſult 


of this multiplicity of perplexed laws? 


Long, tedious and intricate forms of liti- 
gation, whereby the lives and wealth of 
the parties are frequently quite exhauſted 
amidſt vain hopes of a final deciſion. —- 
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Who are the propagators and ſupporters of 
this grievance ſo deſtructive in its conſe- 
quences of private property? A very nu- 
merous body of bar-orators and their un- 
derſtrappers, who now have got more than 
half of the eſtates of the Br h realms 
into their hands. They never think of 
imitating a Demoſthenes, or a Cicero, who to 
relieve the diſtreſſed, vigorouſly exerted 
all the powers of a happy eloquence ; on 
the contrary, theſe gentlemen of nice ho- 
nour, ſtrict integrity, and fair characters, 
prove themſelves very induſtrious in ſuck- 


ing dry the ſap of orphans, and marrow of 


widows; in ſetting folks together by the 
ears, to pick their pockets whilſt they can 
foment enmity between them ; and leaving 
them beggars when they make them 
friends.—Cannot the evil be redreſſed? It 
is in the power of the legiſlature to do it, 
and a glorious act it would be! It is not ſo 
difficult a matter to diſtingyiſh between 
right and wrong; to cut ſhort all unneceſ- 
ſary proceedings; to have juſtice admi- 


niſtered in muck leſs time, and at an eaſier 


expence; 
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expence; and to puniſh frauds and wicked 
contrivances the moment they ſtart up to 
invade another's property. It is the idleſt 
thing in nature to ſay that there is no law 
to evince the guilt of ſuch a prevaricator. 
Is not there a law written in every one's 
heart to condemn him ? And is not that 
law ſufficient?” 
His lordſhip, the Comet, at the cloſe of 
theſe words, was pleaſed to let us know 
that he did not chuſe to be aſked any more 
queſtions ; ſo having ſtrutted two or three 
turns about the room in great ſtate, as a 
memorandum of his friendſhip, he took 
his leave of us with an embrace. Not long 
after his departure, I eſpied a place of re- 
tirement to the left, and in a wall hard by, 
a very narrow cleft, My conductreſs per- 
ſuaded me to apply my ear to it: For; 
(ſaid ſhe,) many ſiniſter arts are there prac- 
tiſed. By liſtening attentively, you will 
know what all rivals think of you, and 
what judgment all buſy-bodies, employed 
in idleneſs, out of breath in trifling, run- 
ning about in a hurry, doing many things 
L 4 and 
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and doing nothing, form of the ſerious 
world.“ 

At firſt, T heard diſſonant and con- 
fuſed clamours; ſoon after diſtinct judg- 
ments and voices. But coveting to ſce, 
if poſſible, as well as hear, I had again 
recourſe to my ſpectacles. I ſaw indeed 
and was glad; yet what I firſt ſaw was 
diſmal : it was a ſcene of the doings of 
death. Nothing, I found, was ſo com- 
mon; and when any perſon was neceſſi- 
tated to comply with this law of nature, 
a little earth being ſprinkled on him, he 
was conſigned over to all the ſweetneſs of 
a pleaſing oblivion, eſpecially by him 
whom he had helped to the whole or part 
of his inheritance. Tears too, for faſhion 
and example ſake, were ſhed; but were 
dried up ungratefully in ſome, before 
even the funeral ceremony was over. I 
| alſo remarked, that all obeyed not death's 
ſummons with the ſame turn of mind. 
5 Some, who flattered themſelves to live 
for ever, and who were buſied in projecting 


immenſities, were extinguiſhed by a fever, 
or 
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or ſome fortuitous blow of fatality, and 
this in earneſt, without any hopes of 
ever returning. I likewiſe ſaw ſome mi- 
ſers, who when they had always poſſeſſed 
their own as another's, tranſmitted it a- 
gain to an heir as another's, well covered 
and packed up, before they ever thought 
of uſing it. There were ſome, who with- 
out any poſitive orders from their credi- 
tors, departed, not from this life, but 
for ſome time from buſineſs, yet upon ſti- 
pulated conditions of returning a little 
after more rich : and this is the kind of 
trade that now yields amongſt us the 
greateſt profits. 

Whilſt with inquiſitive eyes I examined 
into the motions of theſe honeſt debtors, 
| overheard ſome others condemn my itch 
tor preaching in ſo out-of-the-way a man- 
ner. Tis monſtrous', ſaid one. D- mn 
his liberties', ſaid another. Some won- 
dered why I lay idle ſo long. Aye, he 
has been hatching miſchief,” ſaid another. 


Some allowed me a little merit ; others . 


not one grain. Some were ſurprized that 
I ne- 


— — — 
w _ > — et 5 ts mm 


ne ry, A — oa — — 


( 154 ) 


: never made my court to a great lord, 
or great lady. Ten to one (added they) 


but he or ſhe would be glad to father or 


mother what he might write: or, if this 


would not do, could not he comment 
ſomething in favour of ſome ſuſpected 
ſtateſman ? It is well known what money 
went out of the Exchequer in Sir R——x 
time to pay authors. Pſhaw! you are 
quite wrong, (replied others :) the ſcale is 
turned ; all our ſtateſmen are now very 


circumſpe& and honeſt; they want no 
hired writers to ſkreen their deſigns with 
fair outſides; this would be a ready way 
to have their ſchemes canvaſſed : but here, 
if they perceive that an author has ſmelt 
out their conduct, they throw him a ſo- 

riferous morſel, as Aneas, if we be- 
lieve Virgil, did to Cerberus, to keep 
him from barking. Hence may be traced 
the grand arcanum of government, which 
not only ſhow'rs down bleſſings on indi- 
gent ſcribblers, bur alſo diſplays corruſ- 
cant ſun- beams on the hearts of courtiers, 


and members of p „ who — 
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of the auſpicious influence, ſubſcribe with- 
out the leaſt reluctant emotion, to all con- 
ditions, intereſting, as they muſt pre- 
ſume, their country's welfare.” 

I cannot forget that J heard many of 
this malevolent crew give out that I was 
dead. This information they could have 
from no other than Tyiſtram Shandy, who 
in order to diſguiſe the pyracy of my Ser- 
mons, or that I bequeathed them to him 
on my death-bed, made two black leaves 
in his book, as a ſepulchral monument of 
my demiſe, with the inſcription of ALas 
POOR YoRRICK l' But to convince them 
of their error, I can tell them with a ſafe 
conſcience, that I never remembered to 
have expired, or that the coroner's in- 
queſt ever fat upon me, or that I was 
ever honoured with a funeral proceſſion. 
Such things are not tranſacted without 
many witneſſes, and I myſelf thought ir 
not ſo adviſable to change raſhly my co- 
lony. I ſay again, to convince them of 
their error, that a dead dog cannot bite, 
which, I am confident, may be atteſted 


by 
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by an old wife in my neighbourhood, 
who told her goſlips ſo, as others told 
her, and they may tell others, as ſhe 
told them. 

I could hear alſo a lubberly, unweildy, 
overgrown- fat-gutted what-d'y-call-him, 
a hog of the never ſatisfied herd, whoſe 
life ſpent in acts of injuſtice, heaping 
place upon place, fleep, and luxurious 
tables, never permitted him to think of 
the author of life, and for what ends it 
was deſigned —I could hear, I ſay, this 
public ſpirited gentleman expreſs hime 
ſelf with admiration, why I did not ſtrip 
off my gown, and apply for a place un- 
der the government which might be more 
lucrative than a biſhoprick. * Lard, (ad- 
ded he,) what a good thing it is to have 
a friend at court And ſo ſoon as theſe 
words were out, be began to yawn and 
pandiculate. Not far from him I de- 
ſcried three of your town ſmatterers in 
poetry, who were devoured with melan- 
choly becauſe they heard ſome wits at 


George's ſay, I had keen talents at ſatyr. 
Though 
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Though much in haſte, I left for the fat 
Mynheer and the poets a medicinal pre- 
ſcription in the wall: for the latter, that 
every day they ſhould be pleaſed to ap- 
ply a collyrium of onion juice to their 
eyes, and I warrant them they would not 
want a copious flow of tears; for the love 
of Helicon muſt dictate to them that, 


Sorrow confin'd will break the heart, 
But ſhed in tears muſt eaſe the ſmarr. 


For the former, that when he had well 
purged his abdomen by repeated doſes of 
coloquintida, and cleared his head by 
hellebore, he would devote himſelf to 
the reading of the four evangeliſts, 


There, he would learn many things he 
was before entirely ignorant of, particu- 
larly, that the end of life is /pirif and 
truth, and not a time-ſerver's filthy lucre, 
and that the inſtrument of this ſpirit and 
truth, is the ſoul, the much better part 
of man, which the generality now place, 
not in the brain, but 1n the belly, where 


expe- 
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experiments of univerſal attraction are i]. 
luftrated by inconteſtable demonſtration. 
Though ſome ſhould place their ſummum 
bonum in a civil, others in a military occu- 
pation, and others in a pot of beer, to- 
bacco, and a warm fire; there 1s no rea- 
ſon, I ſee, why they ſhould therefore cen- 
ſure thoſe who place it in the culture of 
their minds, or why they themſelves 
ought not to allot ſome of their miſpent 
hours for reſolutions more worthy of the 
human than brute creation. 

Here finding myſelf grow too ſerious, 
to remedy it, I addreſſed my amiable pro- 
teftreſs in theſe unknown regions, that, 
as now an opportunity ſerved, ſhe would 
transform by the irreſiſtible force of her 
incantations, the poets into reviewers, 
and the fat gentleman into a ſow. Sur- 
prized at what I propoſed, ſhe proteſted 
that ſhe never heard that any one had mi- 
grated twice into the ſame animal. 1 
will prove it, added ſhe, by Ovid's Me- 
tamorphoſis. There you read how Hecuba 
was turned into a bitch, but no where, 2 
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fow into a ſow,” However, to ſave my 
honour and reputation, ſhe ordered a he- 
rald at arms to promulgate at Charing- 

Croſs, and the Royal! Exchange, that 
« All manner of perſons are to take 
notice, leſt in any time hence they pre- 
tend ignorance, that I have totally laid 
aſide all trifling, my entire occupation be- 
ing to meditate whole days on ſermons of 
this ſort, and that nothing now is wanting 
but proper texts. That all muſt be cau- 
tious how they provoke an innocent, who 
of himſelf will hurt none, as to this day 
of himſelf he has hurted none. That if 
any one intends to run counter to this 
mandate, from this time forth, let him 
with all ſucceeding ages be accounted in- 
famous. As to the libels by little and 
obſcure authors, levelled with all their 
mighty ſtock of virulence againſt the con- 
ſtitution, the prince, the miniſter, the 
peers, and all honeſt men, they are beſt 
left ro proſcribe of themſelves the merit 
they pretend to. For his part, he thinks 
it noble to adhere to the cauſe, to which 
he 


( 160 ) 


he was always devoted, and with which 
his country's ſafety is intimately connec. 
ed. And muſt not the country be irrita. 
ted againſt thoſe who inſtead of ſtopping 
the depredations of locuſts, invite and 
puſh them forward like battering rams to 
commit more enormous ravages? Their 
intellects ſeem to be a degree more ſtupid 
than the intellects of aſſes, and, for aught 
I know, their mould more baſe, But let 
them be aſſes, and when they die, may 
they, according to the truth and inſtitutes 
of the Pythagoric law, for a thouſand 
years among Laplanders, paſs from aſſes 
into aſſes.” 

This proclamation was ſcarce finiſhed, 
when, as ſleep is not only a wonderful, 
but even ſudden mimic of all things, I 
heard an aſs by way of applauſe to bray 
luſtily juſt at my elbow. Turning about, 
T laid hold of him, and ſaying I would 
try what mettle he was made of, I forth- 
with mounted, and jockey like, made 
good uſe of whip and ſpur. But he, 


contrary to his family-nature, kicked up 
f his 
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his heels and toſſed me off. In this diſ- 
mal plight, bereaved almoſt of my ſenſes, 


by the fall, I crawled along with much 
ado to my miſtreſs, who received me with 
ſweet ſpeeches and fond embraces, and 
after as many ſoft whiſpers, gave me a 
doſe of invigorating Drops. I ſwallowed 
it inſtantly according to her directions, 
and in a moment, as not in the leaſt hurt, 
or troubled in mind or body, I felt the 
activity of pleaſures exquiſite permeating 
all my ſenſes. Swelling tides of diſſatiſ- 
faction departed from my breaſt, and my 
eyes which ſtood clouded with burſting 
tears, began to ſhoot forth glances of 
charming ſerenity. So it is in the purple 
morn, when light expels the dreary phan- 
taſms of darkneſs: enlivening joys and 
gladning companions ſtand round. So 
it is, when the bow] replete with necta- 
rous juices, forces ſmiles from the Doctor, 


and all his beadles, overſeers and church- 


wardens. The jovial blades in brimmers 

quaffing proſperity to * *“ and church, 

ſtrip themſelves ſtark naked of all their 
Vox. II. M ſtiff, 
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ſtiff, ſullen, and moroſe airs. Merriment 
expands her wings on their florid cheeks ; 
new hopes winging a precipitate flight 
from the etherial manſions pervade their 
triumphant ſouls, and the corroding cares 
of poor-rates and pariſh-fees, flutter in or- 
der from their ſtomachs. 

Theſe tranſports of joy, which, no 
doubt, were exceſſive, having raiſed a 
ſtrange commotion in my animal ſpirits, 
fleep left me; much, I am certain, con- 
trary to my inclination, becauſe I had 
neither thanked her, whoſe extreme kind- 
neſs guided my wandering ſteps in theſe 
unknown regions, nor made a few enqui- 
ries, I thought to do, of madam Moon, 
who, I was perſuaded, would not heſitate 
to reſolve all my doubts. However, I 
had ſeen and heard enough to convince 
me, that the faſhion of this world paſſeth 
away in jeſts. And 

Such throughout the world is the pow- 
er of error embaraſſing us in its mazes. 
We all are a rude and fickle commons, 


toſſed about by the bluſtring winds of de- 
luſion 
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luſion in the raging ſeas of party- opinion. 
The fineſt things deceive our ſentiments of 
them; even the golden luſtre of pure 
day cannot guard us againſt the influ- 
ence of ſleep, jeſting, and fancy. Believe, 
that always jeſts and dreams infeſt man- 
kind, whether hope elates, fear depreſſes, 
or love ſweetens the ſoul, and that no- 
thing but the hour of death will put an 
end to the falſe appearances our life en- 
genders. | 


ER 


3 
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HE parſon was in the middle of 


E laſt ſentence, gracing it with a 
becoming elocution, when the ruſtling 
and rolling of a coach, ſucceeded by raps 
of authority at the door, were heard. My 
father ran down ſtairs with the ſervants to 
ſee who it was. The reſt of the company 
alarmed by the Squire's arch ſurmiſe, con- 
cluded that it was Dr. Rantum, who, to be 
revenged of the affront he had received, 

M 2 came 
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came back to beſet the houſe with a poſſe 
of catchpoles. The women were ſorely 
afraid ; but upon over-hearing my father 
on the ſtairs ſaying to the perſon he was 
ſhewing the way to, Sir, you do me in- 
finite honour.—It is a favour I never ex- 
ed.—Irt is more than I or any of my ! 
family deſerve .. . their conſternation I 
was much abated, and they prepared ina I 
hurry to receive the viſitant with com- t 
poſed countenances. p 
This perſon was a Miniſter of ſtate, I n 
and though he was known by character to I a 
all the company, who frequently talked 
themſelves, or heard talk of the meaſures 
of his adminiſtration, he was perſonally 
known to none but the parſon, whom 
ſingling out from the reſt, he accoſted, 
when he was ſeated and had looked about 
him, with the words: “ So, parſon * *, 
it is you, I fee.—I find you make good 
your quarters every where.“ True, faid 
the parſon, your honour knows I belong 
to one of the never failing trades.—A 


parſon and midwife are ſeldom out of 
their 
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their way.” —* But, good Sir, (ſaid my 
father,) the parſon is no intruder ; he 
came here on a fair invitation, and has 
juſt favoured us with a Sermon upon jeſt- 
ing. If you had heard it, you would ſay 
with Horace, eſt quod tollere velles, there 
were ſome things you could like, though 
[ can't ſay much in commendation of the 
economy of the diſcourſe, being rather 
whimſical, or overſtrained by aſſuming 
the air of a romance. But of this the 
parſon himſelf apprized us in his prelimi- 
naries. He is ſenſible of his irregularities, 
and as he is not himſelf in the humour 
to rectify them, the force of objections 
againſt his manner may be ſaid to be 
quite diſarmed. — © Your obſervation is 
good, Mr. Montfichet, (ſaid the miniſter, 
the parſon ſeems fond of a few capri- 
chios, -all innocent in the main, and far 
from having a tendency to diſturb the pub- 
lic tranquillity. Let me ſee. . . You told 
me below ſtairs I had no occaſion to 
make exceptions againſt any of your com- 
pany 3 ; they were all honeſt, well · mean 
M 3 ing 
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ing men, you ſaid ;— but, pray, which of 
them is your brother Mr. Richard Mont- 
fichet? Fame is very munificent of her 
encomiums on him. —l aſſure you, for 
ſome time paſt, I have had a mighty de- 
ſire to be favoured with the acquaintance 
of ſo eminent a ſelf-taught philoſopher.” 

Hereupon, my father introduced my 
uncle Dick to the miniſter. They firſt 
with right and left cheeks kiſſed alter- 
nately in the French mode, and afterwards 
ſhook hands in the Eugliſb faſhion. Nei- 
ther were deficient in compliments, that 
is, in words fit for compliments; but the 
miniſter had the advantage of a courtly 
air to ſet his off: nothing but pure unaf- 
fected nature ſpoke in my uncle Dick.— 
« Oddſucks! we forgot brother (cried 
my uncle Dick, turning from the miniſ- 
ter to my father) to pay our reſpects to 
his honour, rather firſt in an act of hoſ- 
pitality than fair words.— If you have not 


_ dined, Sir, (turning to the miniſter)— 


I ſuppoſe you have not; it is not yet the 


quality hour,—and if you can make 34 
dinner 
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dinner off of the carcaſs of a gooſe, or a 
neck of mutton and turneps, we have 
both in the houſe, —you will be exceeding 
welcome.—I will dreſs either for you in 
three minutes, if the ſun ſerves, with my 
ſpeculum uſtorium. — I wiſh you had been 
here time enough to partake of the re- 
paſt we made.— We had a curious Por- 
cus Trojanus, and the over-grown liver of 
a gooſe, and it is the carcaſs of this gooſe 
I will dreſs for you, if you have a mind 
to it.“ 

The miniſter interrupted my uncle 
Dick ſeveral times, thanking and telling 
him that he had dined. He aſked him 
ſome queſtions about the nature of his 
ſpeculum uſtorium, Porcus Trojanus, and e- 
ver-grown gooſe's liver, all which my un- 
cle Dick reſolved him in to his ſatisfac- 
tion. At laſt the miniſter opened his 
mind to him, that he came on purpoſe to 
have his opinion concerning ſome better 
method than the cuſtomary of facilitating 
and carrying on pit elections with- 
out bribery and corruption, The bane of 
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the nation, he ſaid was nothing elſe, as he 
could find, but corruption ; it had alrea. 
dy ſapped the foundations of the conſtitu- 
tion, and would infallibly, unleſs timely 
prevented, lay it in ruins when people 


were leaſt aware of the danger. 


My uncle Dick replied, that he would 
with pleaſure give him his opinion, but 
that he believed the reformation of an evil 
ſo firmly rooted, would be attended with 
inſurmountable difficulties; that there 
were reaſons, and very cogent ones, to 
make corruption a condition, without 
which government under certain circum- 
ſtances could not long ſubſiſt ; however, 
that it could not be amiſs to talk the mat- 


ter over, and ſee what ſpeculation might 


offer, though it ſhould be morally impol- 
ſible to proceed ſucceſsfully to the prac- 
tice, 
L have already either abbliſhed (ſaid 
the miniſter) ſeveral abuſes in the ſtate, or 
greatly weakened their force and habit. 
The time of my adminiſtration, you 
know, has yet * but ſhort; and if pro- 
. longed, 
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longed, which J hope it will for the ſer- 
vice of my country, ſhall it not be in- 
cumbent on me to ſlay by vigorous at- 
tacks the monſter of corruption? At leaſt 


the attempt will be noble, and if I fall in 


it, I ſhall fall nobly. Come, let us enter 
upon this conference. I... Here, my 
father with his good leave, made a mo- 
tion to ſuſpend the conference, till he had 
the opinion of his phyſicians upon the me- 
thod of begetting male children, after 
which he would be fully diſengaged him- 
ſelf from all concern to take a part in pro- 
jecting remedies againſt the miſchiefs of 


ſtate-corruption. He added, that he had 


ſignified ta his honour as much when he 
received him at the door, and informed 
him of the intent of the preſent ſolemnity 
in his houſe. —My uncle Dick alledged ſe- 
veral reaſons, that it would be beſt to 
poſtpone the doctor's conſultation ; par- 
ticularly, that the debates and long hear- 


ing it muſt require, might be diſagree- 


able to his honour, who was accuſtomed 
to a a diſpatch of buſineſs without preamble 
and 
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and circumlocution.— The advice ſeemed 
rational to my father; beſides, the miniſ- 
ter having intimated that he had ſome 
matters of importance to be forwarded 
to foreign parts, my father aſked pardon 
for propoſing any thing that ſhould de- 
tain him beyond his juſt time.—The mi- 
niſter thanked him for his complaiſance 
adding, that he would take upon him to 
ſettle the preliminaries of the conference 
with a Diſcourſe on Government and the 
Conſtitution, which he did, as may be ſeen 
in the next chapter. 


— I 


CHAP. XVI. 


ACITUS, in the fourth book of 

his annals, (ſaid the miniſter, 
FR whole company appearing very atten- 
tive to his words ;) has this memorable 
paſſage : © All nations and cities are go- 
verned by the people, or by the chief men 
of the ſtate, or by one perſon. A form 


of adminiſtration modelled and conſtituted 
from 
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from a coalition of theſe three, is highly 
commendable, tho* probably it can have 
no real exiſtence, or if it ſhould exiſt, it 
cannot be laſting ? The hiſtorian was led, 
no doubt, into this reflection, from con- 
ſidering the perverſity which but too often 
is ſo inherent to mankind, and ſo imper- 
ceptibly mingles with their very eſſence, 
that tho* a mind, poſſeſſed with the ardours 
of planning a ſyſtem, in all reſpects truly 
grand, noble, and deſerving of the ob- 
ſervance of rational beings, yet muſt find 
herſelf fallen ſhort of her aim, when the 
ſame is intended to be reduced to practice. 
Then it is, that the ſyſtem can only be 
denominated an exquiſitely delineated pour- 
trait, reſembling ſomething exiſting in the 
imagination, but by intervening accidents 
not admitting the native lights and colours 
of reality. Plato's Common-wealth has 
had its admirers, and the laws of Lycurgus, 
Solon, and others, their obſervers : but 


the former afforded only an ideal ſatis- 


faction, and if it was poſlible to conform 


to the latter, the nature of man impa- 
tient 
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tient of reſtraint, is a ſufficient evidence 
that the inſtitution 'could be but tempo- 
rary; becauſe *, tho* towers of policy 
ſhould be raiſed to the very clouds, yer 
ſudden guſts of unexpected accidents 
might tumble them into ruins, to the con- 
fuſion of their contrivers and builders : 
and this is a reaſon, why politics will ne- 
ver arrive at perfection upon account of 
the changes in commonwealths, which is 
alſo juſtified by the laws of God, that 
have varied according to the different ſtate 

of men, times, and circumſtances. 
An invincible deſire of happineſs being 
implanted in the heart of man by the great 
Author of nature, it was neceſſary to the 
perfection of the works of the creation, 
that this divine energy ſhould obtain the 
end of its operations. Hence therefore is 
derived, as from a great and fruitful 
ſource, the impulſive cauſe of forming 
and eſtabliſhing ftates and cities: for, as 
man loves himſelf and his own utility; 
that is, as ſelf-preſervation influences the 
Vid. Fitz-Herbert's Pol. and Relig. 
My greater 
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greater part of his actions, or rather, is 
the main ſpring by which he is prompted 
to act, he will ſpontaneouſly engage in 
civil ſociety, and for this purpoſe will re- 
linquiſh his natural liberty, and ſubje& 


bimſelf to the direction of others. Why 


man ſhould make this kind of ſacrifice of 
himſelf might ſeem ſtrange, unleſs we 
conſider that he is influenced by the plea- 
ſing proſpect of a greater addition to his 
happineſs in conſequence of the ſecurity 
civil ſociety gives him a certain warrant 
of. He is ſenſible that no animal is more 
cruel, more untractable, and more prone 
to a multiplicity of vices, deſtructive of 
the peace of ſociety, than thoſe of his own 
ſpecies are. Beſides natural deſires, which 
are com mon to them with brute-beaſts, 
they are agitated by ſeveral criminal paſ- 
ſions, brutes are ignorant of. Among 
others, an inſatiable thirſt after ſuperflu- 
ities, and ambition the worſt of evils; a 
lively remembrance of injuries, and a long 
cheriſhed ardour of revenge; an infinite 
diſſimilarity of inclinations and appetites, 

and 
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and frequently a very diſagreeable obſti- 
nate ſelfiſhneſs : ſo that man may be pro- 
perly ſaid to rage with ſuch fury againſt 
his own kind, that the greateſt part of the 
calamities incident to the condition of hu- 
man life, proceed ſolely from himſelf. 
The genuine therefore and principal 
cauſe of ſetting aſide natural liberty to 
have recourſe to civil ſociety, was to pro- 
cure a ſafeguard againſt the misfortunes 
that threaten man from man. This ſafe- 
guard was nothing elſe than the enforcing 
of the obſervance of certain wholſome 
laws, of which the infraction, according 
to the ſtipulated conſent of the ſociety, 
was to be attended with puniſhments ade- 
quate to the deſerts of the delinquent ; and 


the execution of theſe laws was committed 


to the authority of one perſon who was 
ſtyled king; or, to that of a few, who 
aſſumed the title of xobles; or, to that of 
many, who were called the people ; whence 
the diſtinctions of monarchical, ariſtocra- 

tical, and democratical governments. 
It is foreign to my purpoſe to enter 
here 
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here into a diſceptation concerning that 
ſort of government of theſe three, which 
may be deemed the moſt productive of 
good for civil ſociety. All I ſhall fay is, 
that the monarchical in the adminiſtration 
of a wicked man degenerates into deſpo- 
tiſm, tyranny and oppreſſion ; that the 
ariſtocratical is nearly allied to regal arbi- 
trary ſway z and that the democratical, 
tho* tending to the preſervation of liberty, 
has often experienced a miſerable cata- 
ſtrophe from the diſmal effects of anarchy 
and confuſion, 

Tacitys has recorded of the emperor 
Trajan, that he was the firſt that united 
in his government, princely power and 
liberty, things formerly unſociable, and 
ſeemingly incompatible. Agreeably to 
this notion, and to what I have already 
cited in the beginning from the ſame Au- 
thor, the Britiſh nation, to its great glory 
be it ſpoken, has wiſely adopted a ſyſtem 
of government, which, whilſt maintain- 
ed pure and uncorrupt, on one fide, will 
not dread the ills of arbitrary proceedings, 

nor 


(176) 


nor on the other, the furious rage of an 
inconſiderate populace. Holding a juſt 
medium between both, the force of its au- 
thoritative power ſhews that it is founded 
on the mutual conſent of the ſubject and 
rulers; becauſe, all being born to liberty, 
they cannot reaſonably be ſubjected to others, 
unleſs by conſent; which conſent Plato 
calls harmony and numbers. For, as har- 
mony is the reſult of different voices ſing- 
ing in tune, and as a ſum, or total is 
made up of divers numbers ; ſo this con- 
ſent of different men, all tending to com- 
paſs the ſame ſalutary ends, muſt be con- 
ſiſtent with harmonical proportion: and, it 
will be ſo, if firſt, the“ magiſtrate has 
a due regard to the public utility :* for 
all love, and willingly adhere to that, from 
whence they ſee an advantage derived to 
them ; and hence it is, that ſome philo- 
ſophers have called a well-regulated com- 
monwealth both concord and diſcord. Con- 
cord, when the magiſtrate and people con- 
ſpire to promore the public utility, Dil- 


* Vid. Polit. Inſtit, Boxhornii. 
cord, 
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cord, when the diverſity of ſtate between 


the magiſtrate and ſubject falls under con- 
ſideration. This concord and diſcord na- 
ture exactly imitates. Nothing is ſo con- 
trary as the elements to themſelves ; not- 
withſtanding, out of them the harmonica! 
univerſe is compoſed : and, as upon the 
diſſolution of theſe elements, it is not poſ- 
ſible that the ſpecies of bodies can ſubſiſt, 
or that the conſtituent parts of the univerſe 
can retain their former coheſion, ſo nei- 
ther can the common-wealth remain intire 
when this diſcordant concord is torn aſunder. 

The ſecond manner. of obtaining this 
conſent is, if the governing power be 
under the influence of reaſon.* For, it is 
natural to think, that he who covets to 
have the will of others ſubje& to him, 
ſhould-firſt ſubject his own will to the dic- 
tates of reaſon, When the people obey 
the magiſtrate, who governs according to 
the preſcript of reaſon, they preſume that 
they obey reaſon, and by obeying reaſon 
they are ſatisfied that they obey them- 


ſelves ; becauſe they act with reaſon, ' or 
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at leaſt flatter themſelves that they have 
attentively liſtened to its admonitions. It 
is therefore incumbent on the magiſtrate, 
in order to have this conſent and compli- 
ance, to conform unreſervedly his own 
will and pleaſure to the moſt rational way 
of proceeding. 

The third manner of obtaining this con- 
ſent is, if to all the members ſome part 
of the adminiſtration of the common- 
wealth be committed.“ This ſeems to be 
the baſis of Briziſþ government and liber- 
ty. No ſtate can complain of being ex- 
cluded from participating in the manage- 
ment of the public affairs, and from the joint 
conſent of the three ſlates aſſembled toge- 
ther, called the parliament, are all matters 
relating to the good of the community 
tranſacted and carried into execution. Theſe 
three ſtates conſiſt of the king, the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and the commons; 
which laſt are the repreſentatives of all 
the commons in the kingdom, and in them 
their conſtituents have placed the higheſt 
confidence, by inveſting them with the 

power 
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power of making laws, and entruſting 
them with all their liberties and privileges. 
So that in the whole, the Britiſb ſyſtem 
of government may not improperly be 
compared with ſome grand machine of the 
ballance-kind; the king and commons 
tending to counterpoize each other, and 
the lords endeavouring to maintain in both 

a juſt equilibrium. | 
It may appear from this imperfect ſketch 
of Britiſh government, in what a ſignal 
manner providence has bleſſed us above 
other nations, by rooting ſo firmly in our 
hearts the love of order and liberty. The 
ſubjects of other kingdoms may groan 
under the ' menacing frowns of arbitrary 
capriciouſneſs; but we, ſo long as we 
preſerve unaltered our glorious conſtitu- 
tion, may juſtly pride ourſelves in the va- 
luable poſſeſſions of internal peace and opu- 
lence, It will be our own fault, if we 
forfeit, or loſe the depe/itum of ſo great a 
treaſure. Should not we then ute the ut- 
moſt vigilance to guard it, and ſhould 
not we even at the hazard of our lives 
N 2 and 
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and fortunes, embrace all the opportu- 
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nities, concert all the ſchemes, and enter 
into all the meaſures that in any wiſe may 


prove inſtrumental to make it permanent ? 


It has been judiciouſly obſerved by ſe- 
veral ingenious authors, that, notwith- 
ſtanding all the accurately concerted 
ſchemes of law and politics, enforced or 
recommended to the obſervance of men, 


very few are rendered better. An invete- 


rate kind of depravity ſo engroſſes the af- 


fections of the greater part, that they ne- 


ver allot themſelves time to deliberate up- 


on the intention of their actions. What 


is moſt prevalent with them, is the cor- 
rupt example of others, perſons perhaps 


in power, and highly eſteemed : hence, 
the darling vice grows into habit, and 
they are eaſily, or without much reluc- 


tance on their fide, ſwept down the tor- 


rent, The diforder therefore appearing 


remedileſs, it would be greatly conducive 


to the upright patriot's repoſe to ſeclude 
himſelf from all commerce with ill-deſign- 
ing men, to ſet aſide all concern for ſtate 


affairs, 
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affairs, to inculcate no maxims of true 
policy, to harbour no ill opinion of the 
infractors of equitable laws, all pretending 
to be indemnified by authority, or ſecond- 
ed by example ; in ſhort, to ſuffer every in- 
dividual to indulge his capricious humour, 
and live according to the dictates of his 
favourite folly. 

It may naturally be thought that ſuch 
ſentiments are as a benevolent ſarcaſm up- 
on mankind ; the beſt method for procur- 
ing amendment, being often to laugh per- 
ſons out of their vices, or ridicule them 
into virtue. But ſuppoſing they aim at 
matters of fact, as indeed they do, and 
that perhaps few or none ever intend to 
reap benefit for the regular conducting of 
life from any profered inſtruction; it is, 
however, preſumed that the beauty, the 
force, and the energy of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution ought never to be abſent from the 
minds of true Britons, much leſs depart 
from the affections of their heart: other- 
wiſe, they muſt, from ſlaves to their own 


paſſions, become ſlaves to the paſſions of 
| N 3 | others; 
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others; they will forfeit their liberty, and 
in their turn make trial of the oppreſſion 
other nations are now fallen under from a 
like miſconduct. Such was the cauſe of 
the downfal of the greateſt republic in the 
world, I mean the Roman, which, by 
ſuffering itſelf to be enamoured of the il- 
luſions of corruption, fell from the beſt 


regulated liberty into the ſnares of the 


worſt tyranny and oppreſſion. 

Nothing better can be inculcated to il- 
Juſtrate the reſpective duty of candidates 
for ſeats in parliament, and their electors, 
than what the laws themſelves recom- 
mend; and hence alſo is obſervable the 
excellency of the conſtitution, which, 
under the direction of providence, extends 
itſelf to moſt caſes, and makes all neceſ- 
fary proviſions to defeat the malice of cor- 
rupt and venal hearts. But it has been 
found that ſome of the propoſers and ma- 
kers of thoſe very laws have wantonly 
abuſed them; and what is more ſtrange, 
that the grand corruptors have been re- 


puted men of ſtrict honour and integrity 
in 
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in the opinion of the corrupted, nay, 
even have proceeded on more noble prin- 
ciples than thoſe who bore againſt the tor- 
rent of corruption. 

In another point of view, but tending 
to the ſame end for completing the fulneſs 
of iniquitous practices, what mult be 
thought, when we hear perſons by a reli- 
gious aſſertion, which we call an oath, re- 
nounce the divine mercy, or imprecate 
to themſelves the divine vengeance, unleſs 
they declare and hold to the truth; and 
yet falſify this aſſeveration by a conduct 
known afterwards to be quite the reverle ? 
The duty of him that taketh an oath, ac- 
cording to Civilians, is to {wear with re- 
verence, and to obſerve religiouſly what 
he has ſworn :* fo that, we all naturally 
think, that when an omniſcient and omni- 
potent witneſs and avenger is invoked, 
the preſumption of truth muſt be excited 
in us; becauſe none are believed to be ſo 
raſnly impious, as wantonly to implore 
the heavieſt wrath and indignation of the 
divine Being: but, alas! ſome by their 
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conduct, ſeem to have whiſpered their 
hearts into a perſuaſion that there is no 
avenging Divine Being, or they conſider 
the notion of - his exiſtence as very ab- 
ſtract, or that his providence is quite re- 
gardleſs of their particular actions; it is 
human reſpect, . and the fear of puniſh- 
ment, that influence their duty, whenever 
they do it; and were it not for this re- 
ſtraint, private utility would always pre- 
ponderate, _ 
If then the depravity of moſt -men be 
ſuch, that little confidence can be placed 
'in them; if mere prohibitions, if threats 
of penalties can have no effect upon them; 
eſpecially when artful evaſions and inter- 
pretations are made to clear them from the 
imputation of guilt, it would be beſt to 
put it out of their power to do wrong, by 
removing from them as much as poſlible 
the temptation; and this Mr. Richard 
Mont ficbhet, (added the miniſter, conclud- 
ing his diſcourſe,) is what I expect from 
your political contrivance.“ | 
2 CHAP. 
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Y uncle Dick replied, (the whole 
company, ſo intereſting and im- 
portant was the matter, ſtill remaining as 
mute as fiſnes;) that he underſtood well 
what the miniſter had in view, and that 
agreeably to his notions he would beg 
leave to propoſe a new regulation for faci- 
litating elections without clamours, trou- 
ble and expence; but did not preſume 
there was merit enough in it to recom- 
mend it to uſe; neither did he ſuppoſe it 
would ever be followed. — The miniſter 
having encouraged him to proceed, mak- 
ing no doubt but that his regulation would 
be very good, he ſubmitted it to his con- 
ſideration much in this order. 

« Every city, burrough or corporation 
in the Brit; dominions, that has a right 
to ſend a member, or members to parlia- 
ment, would act in all probability with 
great prudence, if in caſe of a general 
election, or upon a vacancy for a member 
or 
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members, the freemen of each city, bur- 
rough or corporation aſſembled and deli- 
berated in a common council about the 
nomination of a proper perſon, or perſons 
to repreſent them in parliament. This 
nomination ſhould 

Firſt, be agreed to, decided and ratified 
by a majority of voices. 

Secondly, they ſhould nominate at leaſt 
double the number required, for a reaſon 
that ſhall appear hereafter. 

Thirdly, they ſhould nominate, prefer- 
ably to all others, worthy perſons belong- 
ing to the ſame city, burrough, corpora- 
tion, or diſtrict; and in default of ſuch, 


any perſon or perſons throughout the Bri- 


tiſb dominions, poſſeſſed of the neceſſary 
qualifications for their repreſentatives in 
parliament,— Theſe qualifications I would 
not have underſtood to be ſuch or ſuch an 
eſtate without incumbrances, but real 
merit grounded on an unblemiſhed cha- 
rafter and a thorough knowledge of the 
laws, uſages, immunities, privileges and 


true intereſts of the ſtate ; otherwiſe, the 
eltate 
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eſtate of ſuch a juſt value and not the man, 
would be the member of parliament. The 
ahſurdity is glaring, unleſs it be thought 
that a perſon poſſeſſed of ſuch an eſtate is 
incapable of being corrupted, and for no 
other reaſon than that of its being ſup- 
poſed he does not want to be corrupted, 
having enough to live upon. 

Fourthly, having agreed upon every 
particular regarding the nomination, they 
ſhould thus proceed to the election. Let 
there be two wheels contrived after the 
manner of thoſe uſed for the drawing of 
lotteries, Into one wheel let the names of 
the electors be put, each name being writ- 
ten upon a ſeparate billet or ticket. Into 
the other wheel, let the names of the no- 
minated candidates be put : but the num- 
ber of their names muſt be double the 
number of the electors; that is, ſuppoſing 
there are a hundred electors and four no- 
minated candidates, two of which are to 
be declared elected: each of theſe candi- 
dates is to have his name vritten on fifty 


tickets, and four times fifty will be the 
double 


| 
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double of one hundred. —— Upon draw- 


ing an elector's name, and afterwards the 
name of a candidate, a public crier, or 
officer may proclaim with a loud voice, 
that ſuch an elector has voted for ſuch a 
candidate. This vote muſt be faithfully 
regiſtred by clerks appointed for that pur- 
poſe, The drawing is to be continued till 
every elector's name is drawn; and then, 
as the remaining names of the candidates 
in their wheel, are of no account, the 
clerks may ſum up for what candidate, 
or candidates, the majority of the electors 
names have been drawn, upon which they 
may be declared duly elected. I men- 
tioned that there ſhould at leaſt be double 
the number required, nominated ; asother- 
wiſe the election could not be ſaid to be 
decided by lot. . 

There cannot be a fairer way than this, 
for the electing of members for parlia- 
ment, or for any other office. Merit is 
not left to chance, but only the deciſion 
of the greater merit, and chance in this 
reſpect may well be deemed Divine Provi- 

| dence, 
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dence, the very manner of proceeding 
being much of the ſame nature with what 
had been practiſed by the Apoſtles to ſup- 
ply the place of the prevaricator Judas 1/- 
cariot. Beſides, there is ſcarce an open left 
for bribery, little or no expence is required, 
and all tumult and faction are quite diſ- 
armed and extinguiſhed.” 

„] like your ſcheme well, (ſaid the mi- 
niſter;) but methinks you have not made 
ſufficient proviſion in it, to guard againſt 
the main point, corruption; and this you 
hint yourſelf, © that there is ſcarce an open 


left for bribery. In my opinion, the open 


is conſiderable : for the eleftors may be 
bribed to nominate ſuch and ſuch perſons 
preferably to others; and, as all the chances 
are equally good, one need not regret ha- 
zarding his money-and gifts to make ſure 
of his chance. In the ordinary method 
of carrying on elections, candidates equally 
potent in making intereſt for being elected, 
ſtand upon a ſimilar footing of chance. It 
will little ſignify then, which way they are 
elected, whether hy open votes, or by lot. 

How- 
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However, I muſt confeſs, that your ſcheme 
would be the more eligible in one ſenſe, 
and that is, when a candidate's purſe is 
ſo long in extending itſelf to the exigen- 
cies of the electors, that before its reſources 
are exhauſted, it allays the fumes of paſ- 
ſion and prejudice, it renders by its ſweetly 
impelling force the oppoſite party-ſpirit 
more tractable, it haſtens by large ſtrides 
to bear down upon the affections of hearts, 
and at laſt, by a more than quantum ſuf- 
Ficit reduction of them, inſpires its prin- 
cipal diſpenſing bearer, now ſure of hit- 
ting his mark, with the jocund mirth of 
proud leers and contemptuous ſneers at the 
diſappointment of thoſe antagoniſts, who 
fed themſelves with the deluſion of decid- 
ing the conteſt by honour, integrity, and 
love for the country : ſpecious names, 
but like ſepulchral monuments, beſpeak- 
ing only the luſtre of extinct virtues !” 
<« Your obſervations are excellent, Sir, 
(replied my uncle Dick,) and I readily 
allow with you, that my election- plan, 


ſuch as I propoſed it, will not intirely de- 
feat 
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feat the artifice of men when once intent 
upon the means of corrupting and being 
corrupted. But as in many caſes provi- 
ſions are not deemed firm enough to ob- 
tain their end without collateral ſecurities, 
it will be worth our while to ſee whether 
it be practicable to put the electors out of 
the biaſs of honeſty, if due care be taken 
to circumſcribe them in it by the follow- 
ing reſtrictions and penalties.” 

Firſt, that there ſhall be no open and 
declared nomination of candidates by 
votes; that is, every elector ſhall drop 
into an urn or box a billet with his own 
name written on it and the name of the 
perſon he approves of. This is to be done 
by the electors immediately after they have 
agreed upon the neceſſary number of pro- 
perly qualified candidates. — It will not be 
amiſs to have the billet-box ſo conſtructed, 
that it cannot be opened without breaking 
it ; becauſe if it had lock or key, or could 
be opened at diſcretion by the keeper of 
it, all the propoſed good from ſecrecy 
would be made void. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, as a greater ſanction to this 
manner of proceeding, each elector is to 
make oath that his conſcience is thoroughly 


ſatisfied with the perſon he has ſo nomi- 
nated ; that he has not been tampered 


with by him previouſly to the nomination ; 


and that he will keep as an inviolable ſe- 
cret till the election is fully decided, the 
name of him he has made choice of him- 
ſelf on his billet, as well as the names of 


the reft agreed upon by unanimous con- 


ſent ; any of which particulars, if he is 
tound to prevaricate in, he is willing to 
ſubje& himſelf to ſuch penalties as the laws 


pleaſe to inflict. 


Thirdly, the billet-box is not to be broke 
open till the very day of the election by 
the method I have already ſet forth. 
Then, if any of thoſe put in nomination 
are to be excluded the chance of the wheel, 
it will be readily known and determined 
by the leſs Aber of electors i in their fa- 
vour. 

The affair of elections thus circum- 
ſtanced, it will be almoſt morally impoſ- 

ſible 
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ſible for corruption to facilitate to itſelf the 
leaſt acceſs for the playing off of its wiles. 
A perſon may have ſtrong hopes, nay, 
even may be certain of being nominated : 
but what then ? A great many are nomi- 
nated with him. He does not know 
what number of electors have billeted for 
him. He may be ſet aſide from the 
chance of the wheel. That chance alſo 
may turn out unſucceſsful. How ſhall 
he, therefore, amidſt ſo many perplexing 
doubts preſume that it is his intereſt to 
corrupt ? Beſides, purſuant to the rigour 
of the regulation, he is ſuppoſed to be in- 
tirely ignorant of being nominated, in 
virtue of the oath the electors have bound 
themſelves by, not to divulge the leaſt tit- 
tle of what has paſſed amongſt them.” 
My uncle Dick having added, that ex- 
tempore thought could ſuggeſt to him no- 
thing better than what he had juſt pro- 
poſed upon the ſubje&, but that if the 
miniſter was pleaſed to honour him with 
his commands, he would perhaps by long 
and profound meditation perfect ſome- 
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thing of a leſs troubleſome, more uniform, 
and more effectual ſyſtem ; the miniſter 
thanked, and with a ſmile of ſatisfaction 
affured him, that his regulation was ex- 
tremely well concerted, eaſy in practice, 
and.. .. Hold, Sir, hold; (ſaid my 
uncle Dick, interrupting the miniſter, and 
Pointing the fore-finger of his right hand 
at him, and clapping that of his left on 
His own noſe;) another thought has juſt 
come into my head, which I verily be- 
lieve will do the buſineſs. —Let all elec- 
tors, and the troubles incident to them, 
be put out of the queſtion ; and let all 
perſons throughout Great Britain, properly 
qualified by their importance in probity, 
ſcience and wealth, be made candidates 
for repreſentatives of the people in par- 
liament. This can be effected by way of 
lottery. If the names of all the candi- 
dates are put into one wheel, and an equal 
number of blanks and prizes into the o- 
ther, the name that draws a prize will in- 
title the bearer of it to a ſeat in parliament. 


The prizes need not exceed the number of 
| mem- 
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members that uſually fit in parliament 
and theſe prizes may with ſome pro- 
priety be called repreſentatives, Thus, 
new parliaments may be called in a few 
days time, all diſputes about unfair elec- 
tions prevented, all bribery and corrup- 
tion for votes quite annihilated ; and, in 
order to the greater freedom of parlia- 
ments, and that the perſons who have 
been blanked, might be reinſtated in the 
hopes of ſerving their country ſome time 
or other, the inſtitution of annual parlia- 
ments would not be amiſs, or at leaſt the 
term of their duration ought not to ex- 
ceed three years, — What think you now, 
Sir? (cried my uncle Dick with a hearty 
laugh, and catching hold of the miniſter's 


hand, and ſhaking it luſtily as if he had 


been very familiar with him,) tell me, 
have not I hit the nail on the head? Aye, 
and drove it in ſtraight, and clenched it 
ſo cleverly on the other fide, that it will 
be the ſtouteſt hold-faft you can find to 
all you wiſh and want.“ 
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I muſt fay, (anſwered the miniſter) 
that you have much mended the matter, 
J little expected its being brought to this 
iſſue; and yet the method is ſo ſimple, 
plain and obvious, and withal ſo pro- 
ductive of a general ſatisfaction, that I 
am ſurprized it has not been thought of 
and propoſed before now. *Tis true, bal- 
loting for parliament men has often been 
recommended, but not that I know of, 
with the precautions you have hinted in 
your firſt ſcheme, nor the evident utility 
accruing to the ſtate by the ſecond. The 
latter is beſt calculated for general elec- 
tions, and the former, in caſe of death, 
for particular ones. —I wiſh ſome lovers 
of their country would labour ſtrenuouſly 
to have both adopted, and make their uſe 
permanent. I myſelf ſhall uſe my belt 
endeavours to promote them. — Things, 
as they now ſtand and have long prevail- 
ed by cuſtom, I muſt frankly acknow- 
ledge, are not to my mind. Experience 
has taught us how pernicious they have 
been in their conſequences. If ſome men 


of 
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of integrity have by their influence made 
laws, and enacted ſevere penalties againſt 
bribery and corruption in candidates for 
ſeats in parliament and their electors, 
what fruits have been reaped from ſuch 
laudable intentions, when they have been, 
and can be counteracted, eluded and 
brought to nought by the intereſt of ſupe- 
rior powers, an intereſt in its tendency 
connections and effects known to be ſepa- 
rate from, if not repugnant to the intereſt 
of the nation? Hence, ariſes that ardour, 
that earneſtneſs in p t c—d—s 
to ſecure their e n. Were they 
not ſenſible that they ſhould repay them- 
ſelves with uſury by places, penſions, per- 
quiſites, and private donations, they would 
ſcarce buſtle about ſo vehemently in pur- 
chaſing votes for the pure love of the 
country. I allow, many come to the h—ſe 
with incorrupt hearts, and perhaps with 
reſolutions to plead the genuine cauſe of 
their country; but the gilded bait is made 
to play ſo enticingly before them; is made 
to faſcinate them by ſo many plauſible 
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pretexts for acceptance, that at laſt it is 
inconſiderately catched at : down it goes, 


and it may be ſweet in the deglutition, 


though afterwards upon concoction and 
rumination as gravel in the mouth ; or if 
it ſhould not affect in that manner, it may 
fo tenaciouſly adhere to the parts it firſt 
faſtened on, that the patient ever after 
will be a valetudinarian in politics, and 
always betraying in his actions ſome 
wretched ſymptoms of miſgoverning prin- 
ciples.” | 

My uncle Dick, and indeed all the 
company with him could not forbear 
breaking out into rapturous eulogiums on 
the miniſter's unminiſterial way of ſpeak- 
ing his mind.— * What his honour has 
faid is very true; aye, before George, as 
true as the goſpel, (continued my uncle 
Dick, whirling his cap in a three times re- 


peated huzza about his head ;) © but an 


annual, biennial, or at fartheſt, a trien- 
nial p t according to my projection, 


will radically cure this inveterate malady. 
Then turning to the miniſter, I con- 
celve 
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ceive, good Sir, with Pliny, that as in 
men's * bodies, ſo alſo in commonwealths, 
the diſeaſe is moſt grievous and dange- 
rous, which proceeds from the head. If 
there is no corruption in the ſource, there 
will be none in the ſtreams and rivulets 
branching from it. If care be taken to 
detect ſycophants, and to keep them from 
ſteering at the helm, the ſhip will come ſafe 
into port under the unerring direction of 
experienced pilots.— Well, now I recolle& 
a ſentence of Tacitus, which fits what we 
have been ſaying as tight as a glove: 
« The Þ leading men, according as every 
one of them was diſpoſed for ſlavery, 
were raiſed to wealth and honours.” ——— 
There's the miſchief of a long p t! 
Government in ſuch hands grows languid, 
or at beſt can only exert the vis inertiæ, 
or paſſive force. But is there no re- 
medy for this capital diſorder ? Yes, I can 


* Lib. 4. Ep. 
+ Czteri hen, gu uanto quis ſervitio prom 
tior, opibus & boneritas _ extollerentur, Lb. 3. 1. 
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find one, and by it, the B97 ſenate, 
like the judges of the Areopagus, may de- 
liberate for the welfare and ſtability of 
their conſtitution, in the moſt perfect free- 
dom, uninfluenced by the fear of giving 
offence; wiſdom will preſide over all their 
counſels, prudence will be the guide of 
their reſolves, and integrity the meaſure 
of all their actions.“ 

lere the miniſter wiſhed to ſee accom- 
pliſhed what my uncle Dic promiſed by 
his future plan, but apprehended the 
weakneſs of man would be a perpetual im- 
pediment to its execution. However, he 
would take an opportunity another time 
to confer with him on that head ; that in 
itſelf it implied nothing imprafticable ; 
and if ſo, it would be the reſult of Plato's 
fine notions, © That republics muſt be 
happy, when kings exerciſed themſelves 
in the practical ſtudy of philoſophy, or 
philoſophers governed.“ 

At the cloſe of theſe words, looking at 
his watch, he ſaid it was time for him to 
withdraw, The company all roſe to ſhew 

reſpect 
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reſpect to him; and as he was taking his 
leave, he told my father, that he hoped, 
from the ſcientific appearance of his phy- 
ſicians, he would be put on the right road 
of begetting a boy to his mind, and that 
he himſelf ſhould repute it a favour done 
him, if in ten months hence he was invited 
to be a ſponſor at his baptiſm. 


— —— *— — 
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NE ſhould think at the miniſter's 
departure every thing miniſterial 
ought to have departed along with him ; 
but my uncle Dick ſtill made ſuch a 
boaſt of the accuracy of his political ge- 
nius, and ſo filled the heads of the com- 
pany with new plans, ſchemes, projects, 
forms, modes, conſtitutions, eſſences, 
and quinteſſences of government, that my 
father had all the difficulty in the world to 
govern their tongues, and reduce them to 
ſilence. It was neceſſary, at leaſt he 
thought ſo himſelf, that an itch after lo- 
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quaciouſneſs ſhould be allayed by reſer- 
vedneſs, that a hurry of ſpirits ſhould 
ſubſide into tranquillity, that diſſipation 


ſhould be baniſhed by attention, in a 


word, that no obſtr uction ſhould inter- 
vene to diſconcert his phyſicians, as now 
they were to unfold, lay open, diſplay, 
expand all the treaſures of their know- 
ledge for making him an adept of thorough 
proficiency in the proceſs of the male- ge- 
nerating Arcanum. 

Having received the word of com- 
mand from my father to make ready, 
they forthwith ſtroaked their beards, criſp- 
ed their whiſkers, fiddled with the tails 
of their wigs, roughed their eyebrows ; in 
fine, they diſtorted all the features of 
their faces into. I don't know which 
— ſuch ſolemn or ſullen aſpe&s, that 
ſome, eſpecially the women, who ſmiled, 
and wh ſpered, and tittered at the whim of 
the geſticulating prelude, were quickly 
chilled into horrors by a ſecond peep at 
their wry looks. — The Squire, who 


dearly loved a bit of miſchief, aſked my 
father 
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father with a countenance of apparent 
deep concern, if he had not ſome good 
vinegar or aqua fortis in the houſe; an 
excellent recipe, he thought, to bring on 
a Criſis of the poor Doctors fits; without 
which, or perhaps an additional doſe of 
corroſive ſublimate, they muſt long linger 
before the mere force of nature could ſtir 
up an expectoration of what they had in 
them. My father was juſt beginning to 
rebuke him tartly for his interruption, 
when my grandmother clapt in her word, 
that the doctors wanted no vinegar, nor 
any of the hard names the Squire would 
have them take to help them ; but that it 
was learning that was working in them 
that they were now like tubs of guile 
ſwelling and overflowing with yeſt; that 
... — “ Muſt we wait then, mother, (ſaid 
my uncle Dick, interrupting her,) till the 
liquor is tunned up, and ripens into ſtout, 
mellow beer?” — << Heavens bleſs me! 
(cried my father,) ſhall I never hear an end 
of all this nonſenſe ?—Never mind them, 
good Sirs; (turning to the . 
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I'll keep order and ſilence. Be pleaſed 
to begin- now. Let me hear your ſen- 
timents on the knack of male-procre- 
ation.“ 

„Why, Mr. Montfichet, (ſaid Doctor 
Blue- beard, with eyes rather more ſtern, 
and cheeks more tumified than before,) 
why, why——it is an eſſential point to 
the ſucceſs of our practice, never to make 
public our opinions: they are ſacred, and 
cannot bear to be examined into by the 
uninitiated in their myſterious adjuncts 
and appellatives. But if you will, I'II 
whiſper ſomething in your ear.“ Did 
not I tell you, (ſaid my grandmother, 
putting in another word, ) that you would 
hear learning : Marry ! it was working in 
them. My father not minding my 
grandmother no farther than praying her 
to hold her tongue, told Doctor Blue- 
beard in terms earneſt, poſitive and pe- 
remptory, that he muſt have their opi- 
nions declared candidly and openly ; 
that, as he was not ſelfiſh in his views, he 


aimed at a general benefit; that ſuch was 
the 
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the intention of procuring this meeting; 
and that he expected, without any more 
tergiverſation, the opening of the conſult 
from Doctor Blue-beard himſelf, who af- 
fected to be the archiater and preſident, 
No more time could be ſpent in idle 
apologies, or oſtentatious ſigns of ſcience, 
and Doctor Blue-beard withal ſurmizing 
that his fee might be with-held from him, 
unleſs he delivered ſomething by word of 
mouth, and not in the way of preſcrip- 
tion, (which he offered, and my father 
rejected, authenticated and dignified by 
the occult yet pompous marks of Sol, 
Saturnus, Jupiter, Mars, Mercurius, Luna 
and Venus, amalgamating the whole into 


an ens veneris) — he ventured, after 


ſcratching and re- ſcratching his head, 
rubbing his noſe, eyes and temples, bite- 
ing his nails, jogging and ſee-ſawing his 
body in his chair, cracking his hand- 
knuckles, toſſing by re-iterated turns his 
legs over one another, and humming, 
hawing, hauking and hiccupping, to 
utter theſe words, as his final and defini- 

tive 
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tive ſentence : ©* You will get a boy, 
whenever God pleaſes you ſhould get one.” 
———* Zounds! (cried my father) the 
midwife told me the ſelf ſame thing. 
I make no doubt of a particular Provi- 
dence ; many inſtances can be produced 
of its interpoſition : but as God has eſta. 
bliſhed certain general laws in nature for 
producing certain effects, he has veſted 
our free-agency with the power of making 
theſe laws particular in regard to our- 
ſelves. ] do not want here Father Mal- 
lebranche's ſyſtem of Occaſional Cauſes to 
help me out: It derogates from the viſ- 
dom of God to make him interfere in all 
our actions, and he muſt be a very bad 
philoſopher who cannot advance ſufficient 
reaſons, without having recourſe continu- 
ally to God's concurrence. Neither, on 
the other hand, if 1 reject Mallebranche's 
notions, do I approve of Leibnitz's Pre- 
eſtabliſhed Harmony. My foul cannot be, 
as it would fain make it, a ſpiritual auto- 
maton ; nor my body a machine, which 
God has ſo conſtructed, that the laws of 

motion 
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motion are ſufficient for making it gene- 
rally produce all the effects we obſerve in 
the human body. — What I want is a 
certain cauſe under the general laws of na- 
ture, that by the free-agency of man, can 
produce a certain effect and no other. 
That's the ſtate of my caſe, and that's 
what I would have inveſtigated and 
aſſigned. 

Doctor Blue-beard having hereupon in- 
timated in a ſurly mood, that he could ſay 
no more than what he had ſaid, Doctor 
Black-beard was aſked his opinion. His 
head turned towards his left ſhoulder with 
a fixed ſide-faced proud look, his hands 
were placed a kimbow, and his cheſt bul- 
ged out. In this poſition, he thought fit 
to inculcate this important ſentence, 
«That whenever my father kiſſed my 
mother, if he happened to get a boy, he 
would - have one ; and if he did not, he 
would not. © There's no“ occaſion for 
a ghoſt to come from hell to tell us that; 
was all the animadverſion my father made, 

A faying in Sh r' Hamlet. 
and 
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and indeed, very calmly, on Doctor Black- 
beard's prognoſtics.— He had good reaſon 
to think there was never a better barrelled 
herring among them, but willing to ſee 
them out, he put the queſtion to the laſt in 


reverſion, Doctor Redbeard, who rudely, 


and without the leaſt preamble of adjuſting 
his looks and motions, reſolved it, That 
my father did not ſeem to him to be man 
enough to get a Þ boy.”—* If I am not, 

(replied 


+ As the phyſicians, if they were phyſicians ; in 
all probability not : rather perhaps coblers or taylors ; 
the reverſe of Maliere's faggot- maker, the medicin 
malgre lui mime, that is phyſicians, of their own erea- 
tion, and by their own good will, to impoſe upon my 
father : As the phyſicians, I ſay, could tell my fa- 
ther nothing about the art of getting a boy, I will here 
endeavour for the ſake of the curious reader, to ſelect 
and digeſt in order a few of the ſeveral paſſages, I have 
met with in the courſe of my reading, on this impor- 
tant article. If thoſe in a married ſtate be deſirous of 
having male or female children, they muſt requeſt the 
auſpicious beginnings and ſucceſs of theſe things from 
God, in whoſe will and power the cauſe of the effect 
eſpecially conſiſts : for it ſometimes happens that men 
are either barren, or childleſs, tho? their natural facul- 
ties are well conditioned and conſtituted. But if God 
is not offended with men, and ſuffers all things to run 


their courſe in the order of nature, and to be under the 
in- 


. 
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(replied my father, but without ſhewing 
any emotion, ) it is unſeemly in you to tell 
me 


influence and direction of their laws, nothing forbids 
the calling in of external helps for the imbecillity of 
nature, ſince it frequently happens that perſons from 
an occult and latent cauſe may be deſtitute of children. 
There are therefore two particulars which are princi- 
pally conducive to the propagation of children : the 
firſt the genital moiſture, which partly flows from the 
brain and the whole body, and partly from the liver, 
which may be aptly called the blood's laboratory. 
The ſecond, the ſpirit that flows through the arteries 
from the heart, by the force of which the parts are e- 
reed, and by the impulſe of which alſo the ſeminal 
matter ruſhes forth and is ejaculated. To theſe may 
be added the appetite and deſire of coition, which 
may have a variety of ſtimulating principles to ex- 
cite it. . 

We commonly ſee barren lands made fruitfnl by cul- 
ture and the induſtry of men : uſeleſs ſtumps of trees, 
and trees themſelves thought ſick and decayed, have 
with care been revived into a plentiful production of 
excellent fruits; in like manner the medical art in cul- 
tivating and improving the field for human procrea- 
tion, ought to labour ſtrenuouſly to remedy the faults 
and imperfections of nature, and by reducing to a tem- 
perament the languid heat, the thin and ſmall quan- 
tity of ſpirits, the dryneſs that accompanies a coldneſs of 
conſtitution, the weakneſs of the parts and nerves, to 
remove all impediments and obſtructions that fruſtrate 
the expectation of an offspring. 


Now, as aliments have the roperties of changin 
Vor. II. 5 — 
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The reſt of the company, I ex- 


me lo. 


ept your brethren, will judge the ſame of 


you; 


even the elementary qualities, and bringing a bad 
habit of body into a better; it is neceſſary that men 
thus circumitanced, ſhould have recourſe to a diet, 
by which nature is made fruitful and fitted for propa- 
gation. Amongſt the particulars that excite Venus, 
and are accommodated for promoting fecundity in 
women, hot and moiſt meats are the moſt commenda- 
ble, as containing good juices, nouriſhing well, and 
rendering the body lively and ſucculent. Galen ſays, 


that the ſubſtance of the ſemen is prepared and compo- 


{ed of the pureſt and beſt digeſted, and alſo flatulent 
ſuperfluity of the blood. Some eatables therefore 
have the efficacy of encreaſing and accumulating the 
ſemen, and others of procuring a ſtimulus, and pro- 
pelling the humour. Thoſe that ſupply the matter, are 
eggs, pheaſants, thruſhes, black-birds, fig-peckers, 
woodcocks, ſnipes, young pigeons, ſparrows, partrid- 
ges, capons, cockarels, almonds, pine-apples, raiſins 
of the ſun and corants, all generous, ſweet and pure 
wines, eſpecially thoſe expreſſed from the muſcadel 
grape, and therefore called muſcadine. Thoſe that 
ered and ſtimulate the parts are ſatyrion, eringo, na- 
ſturtium, wild creſſes or hedge muitard, parſnips, ar- 


tichokes, onions, turneps, rape-roots, aſparagus, pre- 


ſerved ginger, galangal, acorus, ſcallions, ſhell-fiſh, 
and the herb rocket. For, as we ſee pieces of heavy 
artillery crammed with powder and ball, diſcharge 
with great impetuoſity by the application of a lighted 
match; ſo in this work two things ſhould neceſſarily 


concur that the effort might not be in vain, — 
he 
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you; and you might have ſeen them, 
had you caſt your eyes about you ; hang 
| down 


the ſufficient ſtock of conglobated ſemen, and a cer- 
tain force of the flatulent ſpirit, whereby the ſemen 
may have a juſt exploſion and find a lodgement in the 
receſſes of the uterus. 

The proper precautions now ſuppoſed, an opportu- 
nity for ſucceeding muſt be attended to. This oppor- 
tunity will ſerve when the catamenia have ceaſed ; for 
until they are cleared off, the ſeminal matter cannot 
have a coalition nor ferment, nor the womb conceive. 
Then the work being completed, the woman may 
turn gently on her right ſide, and with her head ra- 
ther low and bending downwards, and the ſame incli- 
nation in her body, compoſe herſelf to ſleep. Thus 
the ſeminal matter reſting upon the right ſinus of the 
womb, will form the rudiments of a male child. 
However, the ſeaſon of the year, the climate, the cir- 
cumſtance of age and aliments, are things of great 
moment in this caſe. The ſummer, if not too hot, is 
beſt adapted to the conceiving of a male ; becauſe the 
ſemen and menſtrual blood receive an additional heat 
from the quality of the ambient air. A warm climate 
alſo, adult years and of full puberty with rough, hairy 
bodies are beſt for the producing of males. 

There are many things beſides, which by their ſpe- 
cific and latent virtues are in this reſpe& of ſingulat 
eficacy. 'The herb mercury, diſtinguiſhed into male 
and female, is ſaid to be very powerful towards the 
production of the ſex of its kind; ſo that, if a de- 
coction of the juice of the male be drank four days 
from the firlt day of purgation, it gives the womb the 
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down their heads aſhamed of your beha- 


viour. - But now I ſee the vanity of impu- 
ting 


force of procreating a male child ; the juice of the fe- 
male taken as many days and in the fame manner, is 
of the like effect for the procreation of a female child, 
eſpecially if the man wat woman come together after 
the ceaſing of the catamenia : and, for this reaſon, I 
ſappoſe, that the male mercury clears, and cheriſhes 
with heat the right ſinus and cavity of the womb, and 
the female the left. Whence it comes to paſs that 
the cold humour being drawn off and evacuated, the 
woman is well prepared for conceiving. For, as in a 
wet or marſhy ground the ſeeds of plants are ſuffocated, 
neither do they eaſily ſhoot out into a ftalk; fo from 
the redundancy of the cold humour the ſeminal mat- 
ter undergoes a ſtrangulation, and to ſuch a degree, 
that the powers and faculties of the womb, cannot 
work out the form of any ſpecies or ſex. For reme- 
dying this humidity of the uterus, there are ſome me- 
dicines not unlike in their effect, as the Marſeilles 
hartwort, ſage, nutmeg, cinnamon, xylocaſia, zedo- 
ary, lignum aloes, the herb pellitory, the ſpecies of 
calamint, clary, dittany, elecampane, the root of the 
flower-de-luce, aſſa fœtida, and many others of the 
like ſort, which diſcuſs flatulencies, and cleanſe pla- 
ces incumbered with many unſeemly things, and 
withal, as a fine tilth, prepare them for ſowing. 
There are other medicines different from thoſe men- 
tioned, in their operations, being of great ſervice to 
| clear away the mucus of the womb, and ſo by re- 

moving the cauſe of its lubricity, to make the ſemen 


more tenaciouſly inhere to it. Of this kind are _ 
er, 
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ting ſcience to any claſs of men, or think- 


ing it inherent to them from any cha- 
racteriſtical 


ber, the ſhavings of ivory, ſtyrax calamita, hartſhorn, 
ſumach, blatta byzantia, myrtle-ſeed, cypreſs-nuts, 
olibanum or frankincenſe, maſtich, the herb Britan- 
nica or ſpoonwort, clove giily-flowers, five leaved- 
graſs, and red roſes. Of theſe, ſome outwardly ap- 
plied, and ſome taken inwardly, ſtrengthen the womb, 
and having conſumed and dried up the ſuperfluous 
moiſture, brace it, and introduce a degree of aſtrin- 

ency capable of retaining the ſemen. Women not 
abject to be diſordered in this manner, may ſuffer by 
its contrary, aridity, which brings on hyſteric affec- 
tions, with the diverſity of ſymptoms they appear in. 
The caſe is eaſily remedied by medicines and aliments 
that moderately humeR. 

It will not be amiſs to adviſe thoſe who are willing 
to be an honour and ornament to the married ſtate by 
a numerous offspring, to come together by intervals 
and at ſtated times, that frequency might not exceed 
what is requiſite, nor abſtinence fall ſhort of what is 
expedient. Both are of great prejudice to fruitful- 
neſs. Immoderate ſeminal profuſions exhauſt the 
ſtrength and depopulate the ſpirits. On the other 
hand, to contain longer than is meet, makes the ſe- 
men leſs ſtrong and of leſs effect. The moſt conve- 
nient time alſo ought to be a point of conſideration, 
together with a due reflection on the ſex the married 
pair deſire to procreate. 

Avicenna, no mean author, deſcribes the time and 
manner of procreation. When, ſays he, the catame- 


nia have ceaſed flowing, and the uterus is cleanſed, 
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raCteriſtical mark. However, bought wit 
is beſt, and experience makes fools wiſe- 
men, 


which uſually happens the fifth or ſeventh day, if the 
man and woman ſhould come together, from the firſt 
day of her purgation to the fifth, a male is produced ; 
from the fifth to the eighth, a female; again from the 
_ to the twelfth, a male; and after this number 
of days, an hermaphrodite. Tho' he aſſigns no cauſe 
of theſe effects, one notwithſtanding which ſeems very 
probable, occurs. The firſt days the humour being 
well purged off, the uterus contains more heat, where- 
by the ſeminal matter acquires a more powerful coa- 
leſcence, and is directed into the right ſinus of the 
uterus, by the attractive force of the liver and the 
right rein, from which, alſo, during thoſe days, 
warm blood flows for the nouriſhment of the future 
feetus : the left parts, as cold and deſtitute of blood, 
cannot contribute any thing immediately after the 
purgation ; but the blood filtrates later and in a ſmal- 
ler quantity from the veins of the left part, which are 
called emulgent, and permeate the ſpleen and left rein, 
ſo that after the fifth day to the eighth, ſome blood 
flows from them for the nouriſhment of the feetus, 
which in regard to the ſituation of the place, and the 
cold aliment received, proves to be a female. After 
the A day the right parts reſume the functior of 
contributing blood, which accordingly again begins 
to flow for the nouriſhment of a male. And, as after 
the courſe of theſe days the blood flows promiſcu- 
ouſly from all parts, and the loca are made too moiſt 
by the afflux of the frigid humour, and the ſemen can- 


not be aſſociated to either part, but fluctuates in — 
mi 
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men. I may have reaſon in ſome ſenſe to 


regret what I have done, but I do not; 'I 
have 


midſt of the uterus, this confuſion may occaſion an 
hermaphrodite, which being conceived, receives its 
form, now from the right, and now from the leftfinus, 
and ſo becomes the reſult of the operation of both. 
Lactantius is of * opinion, that a male child may be 
procreated, tho' the man's ſemen is lodged in the left 
part of the uterus ; but becauſe the conception is 
rformed in the part deſtined for procreating fe- 
males, it will retain ſomething womaniſh, as the deli- 
cacy of ſhape and features, a ſkin whiter and ſmoother 
than is common to men, the carnoſe parts not firm or 
compact, a {mall ſhrill voice, a thin beard ; in ſhort, a 
mind diſpoſed to nothing manly, and continually 
haunted with fears and ſuperſtitious notions. On the 
other hand, if the woman's ſemen flows in upon the 
right fide, a female may be procreated ; but being 
conceived in a part foreign to her, ſhe will be en- 
dowed with a virility unconſonant to the ſex, as ſtrong 
limbs, high ſtature, a brown colour, rough face, bold 
look, robuſt voice, and a manly and courageous heart. 
Women of this conſtitution generally ling off the 
oke of obedience, play the maſter over their huſ- 
ands, and aſſume ſo much authority in the adminiſtra- 


tion of family concerns both within and without 
doors, that no man, far from contraditing or re- 
buking them, dares even to plead a reaſonable re- 
monſtrance. | ; 

All naturaliſts and phyſicians, (making an allow- 
ance in regard to the ** of generation, — 


4 
Lib. de Opific. 
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have ſtudied men by it, and I have proved 
the truth of the ſaying, that © one muſt eat 


a 


the good habit and diſpoſition of the human body,) 
agree, that the right ſide partakes of the greater 
quantity of genial heat, and that if a woman retains 
the ſeminal matter on the right ſide, ſhe will conceive 
a male, and if in the left, a female. It is poſlible to 
be convinced of this by ocular demonſtration in mul- 
tiparous animals : for if a pregnant ſow is opened, the 
males will be found on the right ſide, and the females 
on the left. It is therefore women are counſelled 
after the reception of the ſemen, to lie on the right 
ſide. If the right teſticle of a ram be tied up, he will 
only beget ewes. When a bull covers a cow or heifer, 
it may be eaſily known by certain ſigns what ſex he 
has generated: if he has leaped on the right ſide, it is 
manifeſt he has ſowed a bull calf, if on the left, a 
cow calf. Wherefore the antient Egyptians to ſignify 
a woman that had brought forth a daughter, painted a 
bull looking to the left ; but if a ſon, a bull turning 
to the right. 

Imagination too, in reſpe& to generation is often 
attended with ſome very ſingular effects. It has been 
found at the time of conception to determine the for- 
mation of the fœtus; for women by taking a fancy 
to, or being very fond of certain pictures and ſtatues, 
have been delivered of children like them. There 
have been accounts of the birth of black children, 
and of others all over hairy. After an intricate in- 
veſtigation of the cauſe, pictures and images were 
found affixed to the walls oppoſite beds in chambers, 
on which women being in ſome meaſure intent and 

| looking 
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a peck of ſalt with another before he knows 
him.“ 

My uncle Dick, more hot by far and 
more ſatyrical than my father, added by 
way of ſupplement to his words, before 
any of the medical wiſeacres could purge 
their intellects of the groſs humours which 
made fo ſtrange an eruption in their opi- 
nions, ——that the conſultors, and the re- 
ſult of their conſultation, were ſo like Mr. 


Nobody 


looking ſtedfaſtly during the act of matrimonial duty; 
they were afterwards, * this force of imagination, 
from this affecting thought, delivered of a ſinking re- 
ſemblance in the offspring to the objects repreſented. 
Hence, in order to have beautiful and comely chil- 
dren, it would be very proper to decorate the bed - 
chamber with the pictures and images of Cupid, Adonis, 
and Ganymede, or ſome ſolid matter repreſenting the 
parents. The woman in the exerciſe of Venus, will 
revolve the pleaſing idea in her mind ; imagination 
will paint the lovely form in all the ſymmetry of its 
winning beauties ; and the pregnant mother by fre- 
quently reviving the contemplation whilſt ſhe ſo con- 
tinues, will expreſs on the child an exact imitation of - 
the charms and graces her heart ſo much deſired. 
But of the force of imagination in this and other re- 
ſpects, I ſhall endeavour to diſcourſe more particalar- 
ly _ more at large in ſome future volume of this 
work, 
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Nobody and his puff, of what he could do, 
that had not Punch reconnoitred and made 
a proper diſcovery of his Nothingneſ5, all 
the reſt of the Puppets overawed by his 
ftrutting Majeſty, would have revered him 
as a Perſonage of vaſt conſequence. My 
uncle Dick alſo did not forget the citing of 
very pertinent apothegms from the moſt 
approved ancient authors, ſome excellent 
morals from Aſop's fables, particularly 
that of the mountain in labour, together 
with a ſummary of the deliberations of the 
wiſe men of Gotham, on cauſes phyſical and 
mechanical, why a houſe is bigger than a 
 mouſe-hole, all which he ſeaſoned cum grano 
ſalts. 

The Parſon, Squire and women laughed 
moſt immoderately, whilſt my uncle Dick 
was diverting himſelf with rough-wiping 
and bye · cutting the butts of his jocularity ; 
and if the butts offered to interrupt him, 
as they did ſeveral times, he would that in- 
ſtant ſyringe their ears with ingredients of 
more acrid and pungent qualities, or erect 
the corrugative muſcles of their noſes by 

the 
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the ſtimulus of ſtink- pots. Theſe' flink- 
pots were. no other than a maſs of pills 
moulded out of the huge ſtock of their 
own good ſenſe, reaſon and learning. The 
odour of them ſhould have been agreeable 
to their noſtrils, as all give the preference 
to their own dirt; but becauſe they were 
laid under their noſes againſt their will, 
and by a groom of the ſtool they had not 
commiſſioned, it made them, foorſooth, 
quite nauſeabund. 

When my uncle Dick had ceaſed, more 
out of fatigue from faſt ſpeaking, than 
having ſpoke enough, high and angry 
words aroſe between my father and the 
phyſicians, eſpecially on their demanding 
the promiſed fee of twenty guineas a piece. 
My father aſſured them with great reſolu- 
tion and firmneſs, that they ſhould nat 
have a farthing of his money; that they 
adviſed nothing deſerving of it; that any 
old wife in the pariſh would have ſaid much 
more and more to the purpoſe ; and, as 
to their threatning him with the law, 
(which the phyſicians did,) he believed 

| that 
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that the law would neither award nor ad- 
judge any thing in their favour; it would 
be only a quantum meruerunt, and it was e- 
vident that they deſerved nothing; but 
that if they flattered themſelves they had, 
and were intent thereupon to commence a 
law-ſuit, he could have the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing his caſe ſtated as well as they, before 


the reverend, the judges of the King's 


Bench. 
The Phyſicians did not kind one that 


would take their part. The Squire, 
harlequin like, played a thouſand tricks on 
them, and mimicked all their words and 
motions. Asp that finds himſelf diſ- 
agreeable to a company, ſhould leave it 
directly and not expoſe himſelf to further 
inſults. It was not ſo with the phyſicians ; 
they ſtood their ground unabaſhed, and 
would have ſpun out the altercation till 
doomſday, ſolliciting the payment of their 
fees, had not my uncle Dick rouzed their 
ſenſibility for fallying forth, by threatning 
to burn them alive with his ſpeculum uſto- 
rium. Then, indeed, they began to think 
5 ſeri- 


- 
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ſeriouſly that the place would be too hot 
for them: they ſcouted away like wild 
fire; but whether they made uſe in their 
return of the tardy vehicle of their wheel- 
barrows, is a piece of intelligence I could 
never get any juſt information of. 
My father now cured of his itch for 
conſulting phyſicians, wanted to have his 
mind unbent from the vexation that had 
fretted and ruffled its uſual ſerenity. E- 
very one ſtrove, who ſhould contribute 
moſt to his recreation. The Parſon and 
Squire, both boon and inoffenſive com- 
panions, were preſſed to ſpend the evening; 
and my grandmother told them good beds 
ſhould not be wanting to them. The 
punch-bowl was repleniſhed. An elegant 
ſupper was prepared. My uncle Dick 
played on all his inſtruments of muſick, 
and told many diverting ſtories. There 
was ſome dancing. All went to bed quite 
eaſy in mind, and fatisfied with each o- 
ther. Towards morning my mother 
conceived with child. My father was in 
great hopes, that, his and my mother's i- 
magi- 
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magination being heated with the thoughts 
and deſires of getting a boy, it would be a 
boy in reality; and my mother prevailed 
upon my father, if it ſhould prove to be a 
boy, to call him BEN TRA, alluding to 
her own name BERTHA; not for any re- 
ſpect to its German original, which ſhe 
knew, my father, as a true Engliſhman, 
was not much affected to; but becauſe it 
was a good name in its ſignification, im- 
porting as an eminent linguiſt had once 
explained it to her, fair, illuſtrious, bright, 
or famous. Having agreed upon theſe 
premiles, they continued in warm expecta- 
tions of the event. 


— — 


CAT. . 


S the ſecond volume of this Life and 
, theſe Opinions, muſt" in this chapter 
be wound up into a concluſion, the gentle 
Reader cannot expect that I ſhould treſ- 
Paſs againſt the rules of decency, much 
leſs againſt the rules of the biography I 

have 
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have preſcribed to myſelf, by launching 
out into a greater depth of narrative, or at 
leaſt giving him a memorandum of the 
heads of the things, perſons, and opinions 
I purpoſe to execute hereafter. By fo 
doing I ſhould leave an open for every 
paultry ſcribbler to comment inſipidly upon 
my ſubje&-matter, and palm it upon the 
Public as the ſequel of the genuine Life 
and Opinions of Bertram Montfichet, Eſq; 
No, no; I give fair warning againſt ſuch 
ſurreptitious dealings, and I cordially ad- 
viſe my friend the Black Gooſe in Pater- 
zoſter-Row, that ſhe will ſtick none of her 
feathers in my tail by the name of a third, 
or fourth, or fifth, or ſixth volume. 

But, perhaps, this ſame black Gooſe, or 
fome other Gooſe might cackle to me : 
« Who are you? Are you a Swan of ſuch 
downy plumage ? Is your melody fo 
ſweet and enchanting ? Is it ſo important 
in its conſequences, that I ſhould trouble 
myſelf to catch a penny by humming 2 
*une after it? Prithee! what have you 


done to take upon you ſuch airs, or what 
| will 
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will you do to ſpirit yourſelf up to a 
continuance of them ? 

Don't fret and vex yourſelf, and I will 
tell you what I have done, and what I 
ſhall do. I have exceeded Triſtram 
Shandy, Gent. in the art of Retrogradation. 
Remember, where he finiſhed his two firſt 
volumes, he was juſt born ; and where I 
may be ſaid to have finiſhed, I was juſt 
begotten, or not much more than begotten. 
Beſides this ſuperiority, not to mention the 
variety of ſtyle and manner, who will ſay 
that my matter is not preferable to his ? 
His uncle Toby: is not the thouſandth part 
ſo clever a fellow as my uncle Dict; his fa- 
ther is not able to hold a candle to mine ; 
in fine, his whole family do nothing but 
ſcamper about on hobby horſes ; whereas 
the honourable Meontfichet family, ſeem 
mounted, all and every one of them, on 
winged Pegaſus's, or if any of them chuſe 
to go a fox-hunting, they never want a 
Bucephalus, as proud to carry them as if 


they were Alexanders the Great. 


. This 
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This is what I have done ;— and what 
I ſhall do, will be to review all the opi- 
nions in the world, that by making them 
ſtand the teſt of right reaſon, I may di- 
veſt them of prejudice and paſſion, and 
ſeparate the erroneous from the judicious, 
—A mighty taſk! How ſhall I be able 


to get through with it? But I have one 


conſolation to puſh forward, and give 
freſh life to my hopes whenever they be- 
gin to flag ; and this is, that I have by 
me, ſafe and ſound, the memoirs of that 
profound ſage, my uncle Dick. By fol- 


lowing the light they give, if I fail in 


the attempt of making mankind better 
and wiſer than they are, I ſhall have the 
ſatisfaction to think that my intentions 
were laudable; and all will probably 
have ſome ſparks of gratitude amidſt cool 
reflection to think ſo with me, though 
they may have acted, and may again 
act otherwiſe than I would have them. 
Where unerring truth cannot reign, 
there opinion muſt. But, how few are the 
things that bear the marks of inconteſta- 
Vor. II. Q_ ble 
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ble truth, and how many are characterized 
as opinions ! Even on the ſame thing 
what a diverſity of opinions! How ſhall 
it be decided, which is the moſt elegible, 
and which comes neareſt truth ? — All 
that can be done is to offer a rational con- 
jecture, and this ſhould ſeem of no effect 
towards grounding us in a right opinion, 
towards exciting our approbation of one 
that is probable and paſſable, towards in- 
ducing us to diſcard that which is falſe 
and ridiculous, unleſs, as I juſt mentioned, 
we diveſt ourſelves of all prejudices and 
paſſions, —The prejudices of infancy and 
education give birth to all others. We 
ould not be fo tenacious of our religious 
and political opinions, were we not born 
to, and brought up with them. Few 
give themſelves the trouble to examine 
whether they are worthy of the aſſent of 
teaſonable beings ; and if they are admo- 
niſhed to examine, their ſudden reſentment 
ſhews how loath they are to part with the 
darlings. *Tis certain, they cannot help 
ſometimes ſeeing into the folly of theit 
capri- 
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caprichios, but long and ſtrong habits 
create ſo many pretineſſes of intimate fa- 
miliarity, that they cannot and will not 
be prevailed upon to break off the ac- 
quaintance.—A true Maſſulman will hard- 
ly thank a Chriſtian Republican for inform- 
ing him, that with regard to both politics 
and religion, he is in as bad, and as 
dangerous a ſituation as can be. The 
Turk ſmiles with contempt when he hears, 
that whole provinces and nations muſt be 
very wretched by ſuffering themſelves to 
be controlled by the deſpotie and arbi- 
trary government of one perſon, which 
conſidered in any light whatſoever, muſt 
be an incongruity in nature, and an af- 
front upon the dignity of mankind : Bur - 
fondnefs for his religion works more pow- 
erfully on him. What indignant emo- 
tions ſwell his breaſt, when the truth of 
its dogma's, to him ſacred and inſpiring 
reverential awe, are called in queſtion ! 
How atrocious is the crime to accuſe it of 
fallacy ! Mahomet cannot be an impoſtor 
In his opinion, and he as firmly believes 


that the poiſoned roaſted ſhoulder of mnt- 
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ton ſpoke to Mahomet, adviſing him not 
to eat of it, as the Chriſtian believes any 
of the miracles recited in the goſpel. 

Thus it is that opinion governs all the 
world; it ſets a price upon virtue, and 
the reputation of him, who raiſes a hue 
and cry after fame to ſound a trumpet in 
his favour, may alone make his deſigns 
paſs as good and lawful. But it is the 
buſineſs of reaſon to take off the maſk, 
or to rub off the ſpecious gloſs, and by 
diligent inſpection to be aſſured whether 
all be found within. If the opinioniſt 
does not diligently purſue this method, he 
will be continually infatuated with the be- 
lief of abſurdities. Numa Pompilius held 
private conſultations with the goddeſs 
Egeria. Cromwel went frequently to ſeek 
the Lord. Thoſe who had a good opi- 
nion of both, were perſuaded that both 
had really ſuch a familiar intercourſe with 
the Divinity, and that conſequently what- 
ever they propoſed, came from above. 
But they might believe with as good rea- 
ſon, that the Fox had no other view than 


the ſanctification of his auditory, when he 
took. 
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took upon him the function of a preacher 
in the hen-rooſt; or, that the Cat could 
read lectures of philoſophy, according to 
the opinion of the Stoics, in the coney- 
warren, and be at the ſame time ſo ex- 
empt from paſſion in virtue of his gravity, 
as not to have the leaſt deſire for a bit of 
rabbit's fleſn.— Aye, (ſaid the methodiſt 
woman at the tabernacle,) let me only fee 
the holy man's wig, and I ſhall reſt in 
peace; Satan ſhail not dare to buffet me 
any more. -In my opinion, ſhe might as 
well deſire to have a ſight of his backſide ; 
there was as much virtue in the one as in 
the other. 

I have. a double favour to beg of the 
courteous reader, before I cloſe this vo- 
lume ; firſt, that he will not call me to an 
account for not mentioning in what part- 
of the country the Montfichet family have 
fixed their reſidence, and whether they are 
poſſeſſed of a land-eſtate, and of what va- 
lue. Secondly, that if ſome things related 
appear to him as alluding to the preſent 


times, he will be pleaſed to conſider them 
as 


( 230 ) 


as. long ago paſt, or if he can't be made 
obſequious to that notion, he will be fo 
good as to fence me round againſt the 
critics rage by the authority of a proſep/is 
or anticipation. 

And now, had not a prolep/is thrown i in 
my way by the Author of the Tale of a 
Tub, precluded me from paying my tri- 
bute of gratitude to the public for their 
favourable acceptance of this moſt excel- 
lent Life, and theſe moſt excellent Opi- 
nions, I ſhould undoubtedly, in an humble 
diſpoſition of mind, thank all orders of 
men and women in this kingdom; but in a 
more eſpecial manner, my worthy friends, 
the critics of both ſexes, that detail and 
retail their judgments in the Reviews. I 
am fully convinced of their upright inten- 
tions to deal amicably with me; and for 
the eulogiums they ſhall beſtow on theſe 
and all the future volumes of this work, 
I will embrace ſome proper opportunity of 
making them a ſuitable return in ſome- 
thing more ſubſtantial than thanks, 


